Mexico, D. ¥., October 10, 1945.

H#y dear Friend:

Your letter of September 16 reached me on my
return to lexlioo City on October 5. I was under the
necesslity of making a brief trip to Washington, and
I wae away for just a little over two weeks. Narisn
did not accompany me &g it wesz to be such & brief
trip end necessarily made by air. Although she has
overcome, tc a oertain mesasure, her reluctance to
travel by air, she still does pot wish to do it
except under necessity. Besides that, my trip was
to be such & short one that she ursferred to remain
in Mexico City.

I had a very interesting two weeks' stay in
#ashington, but unfortunately I had tc leave before
Seeretary Byrnes returned from London as I had to be
in Mexieo City not later than Cctodber 6. I was very
glad not to have to make & longer stay in washington,
for the weather was extremely trying. I have never
been in Washington during hotter weather; and as I
am now accustomed to the drier and rather ecool climate
here, I found it wvery trying, especially as I had so
mueh to do during my brilef stay.

I have been deeply distressed by your letter, and
I ean thoroughly appreciate your feelings under the
eircumstances. When I heard that you were golng to
France to live in your home there, I was very happy
because I knew that you would, in many ways, be more
comfortable and heppy there; and I also knew what a
great relief it would be to Madame Lupesou and what a
good effeect it would have on her health. ¥hen I heard
afterwards, through some nots in the newspaper, that
your trip had been delayed, I realized that some 4iffi-
culties had sgaln erisen, but I wes unawere of the
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nature of them until I had your letter of Ceptember 16
under reply. I note in this letter that you received
& reply to your protests over the cancellation of the
trip that the British, United States, Frenech, and
Portuguese Governments considered that your presence
in Burope would be a cause for troubles.

I am, frankly, uneble to determine what the situ-
ation is that should have lead to such a reply. during
the last few years that you have been in Cuba and in
Mexico and in Brezil, you have certalnly not occuplied
yoursslf with politioal metters. You have, I think,
made it amply olear that you have at heart only the
interest of your country and that your cne hope is for
itz happlness and development; and that so far as your
own person is concerned, you have pno smbitions or desires
being that you naturally do hope that your son, who is
now on the throne, may remain there and in a position
to govern in a demoeoratie way. I think that in one way
or another, I have been very familiar with your activi-
ties during the last vears and certeinly there is no
indication whatever that you have engaged in politiecal
activities which could, in any way, be disturbing to
anyone, much less to my country and Frence and Fortugal
and Britain. It is, therefore, under all these clroum-
stances, inoredible te me, and I am unable to under-
stand why the Governments which you mention should place
an obstacle in the way of your returning to France.

Completely aside from the reasons of health and
comfort, there is every reason why the Governments con-
cerned should recogrnize your desire to leave Brazil and
live in Frence where you have a home and where you would
be able to decreasse so greatly the costs of your living
which were high in Cuba and in Mexico apd which must be
high In Brazil. A monarch, even though he may not be on
nis throne, finds great difficulty to live on a reason-
able and modest scale, for even though he lives on a
reasonable and modest scale such as you have sipnce you
have been in this Hemisphere, everything which he does
" gosts mors than it would snother person, because every-
one tries to take advantage. I , therafore, have the
greatest sympathy with and understanding of your desire
teo go to France and to live in your comfortable home,
and not only for reasons of comfort and health but also
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of reducing expenditures.

It was my thought from the conversations which 1
had in wWashington in the last few years that my Govern-
ment would not place any further obstacles in the way
of your returning te Portugal or Spain or France, and
it 1s, therefore, very difficult for me to understand
that once agein these obstacles have been reised and
that according to your letter, my Gnvernment was among
the Governments which Joined in making this trip to
France impossible, I am, of course, totally without
information fro: Wweshington, and I do not think that
it would be very helpful t¢ endeavor to explore this
situation from hers by malil,.

Furely as a matter of Justice and equity and
ecompletely aside from my sentiments of friendship for
you and of my understanding of the altogether correct
and proper and helpful attitudes whieh you have main-
tained before the war and during the war, I feel that
it ie my duty to again explore this meatter in Weshington.

1 am planning to make another trip to Waehington

in the very near future, probably within the pext month.
Very fortunately, the Mexioan Senste &s well as the
United States Oenate have ratified the water treaty
between the United States and Mexieco, and we are now
ready for the exchange of ratifications. inis treaty
is & very important one, becsuse it settles & long
standing matter between the United States and Mexieo;
and although it is & matter difficult in itself to
solve, we arrived at a very equitable solution in thie
treaty. I think the way that Yexico and the United
States settled this difficult problem points the way
in which major diffieulties and differences of this
kind can be settled by regotietion if it le done in a
spirit of ecquity and understanding. The exchange of
retifications will teke place in Wasshington in about

a month and as the treaty is really a very significant
matter, 1 have been asked to go to hashlington to be
there for the exchange of ratifications.

It {e, therefore, very possible that I will be
in washington escme time toweards the and of Cetober or
in the early part of lovember for ths purpose above
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mentioned, and while my stay will be very short, I shall
not fall to take this opportunity to discuss the matter
of your trip to Frence having been made impossible., I
-feel that it is my duty &s & natter of eguity and simple
Justioce to again present certain polnts of view, and you
may be sure that I shall not fail to do so., 1 bellaeve
thet the prineipal difficulties in this matter do not
arise in my country but that they are raised from
another souroe, but again I canpot heve any definite
opinion on this subjeet until I shall have explored

the matter in my own Yoverament. This, however, will

be done, purely ag a matter of equity and Jjustice.

I shall keep you advised as to whether I am able to do
anything while I am ip Washingtom to facilitate your
trip to Frarnce.

There are many things concerning whieh I would
like to write you, but I am very busy. whenaver I am
away, even for & week or two, there ls z2n acoumulstion
which it takes ne some time to clear sway. The work
at tnis post is not deoreasing in volume but with the
end of the war, it is ohanging somewhat in character.

I sem happy to say that Herian ls well. Cur news
from ¥rs, ¥uatard is not good, and it would be a bles-
sing of the good God 17 she were able to pass away for
there is no hope of her recovery and she suffers a
great deal. +~he is presently with her son at rellesley,
but they are bringing her to Wilmingtor within the enurse
of the next week. It 1s oply & guestion of time, but the
sooner ehe finds her rslief, the happler she and we all
will be, for it is terrible to smes & woman who has lived
80 long and 80 fine and 8o helpful a life suffer in her
last days as she 1z sulfering.

Cur 1ife here in Mexico City goes on much the same,
I am very busy. The Yeruvian smbassedor, Cisneros, has
left for Kic de Janeiro, and this leaves me another
position as Dean of the Diylometie Corps, whieh glives
me additional duties of & charescter wnloh I do not par-
ticulerly like because they sre time oconsuming and
without resl signiricance.

we have had one real event in the family., Hzppy
and Tasoca are, how I do not know, proud parente of a
litter of six pupples which are beautifully formed
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and eolored. e naturally can't keep all of them,
but we haven't the heart to give any of them away
80 we may end up by an inerease of six irn the family.

Marisn received ladame Lupescu's letter to wnigh
ghe 18 replying. Please tell her how deeply grileved
1 am to hear that her heslth hes rnot improved. I
need not tell you that my thoughts are often with you
and Hadame Lapescu and that we ocherish our friendship.

If 1 am able to do anything to frellitate your
trip to France when I am ln VWashington in the next
month or so, i will not fail to wrlite you.

Believe me,

Cordially and sinecerely yours,

GEORGE &, MESSERSMITH




