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Dear Moffatt 

« 

X was w*y glad to have ymtjt^er of Deeesabor 12, 
snd appreciate vary Koch the Interest ana helpful eotnnat 
which you have given at* 

2 last wrote to Mr* Phillips under d«t© of Deceisber 21 
and December 28, and X will not be writing nisi by the pouch 
which leaves today* 

X think the dewlopsients havt l»een along the line of 
ay last letter* and X htsve nothing of particular interest to 
send at this tine* 2 need not tell you how aotivt thing® have 
been behind the tonttet and freja all that X ©an learn the develop-
stents have been Beat encouraging. In spite of the difficulties 
IS the way, the prospect a for a very happy outcome of the Hose 
eonversatieit today and tomorrow are good. Only a few daye ago 
»y Italian colleagut was very ptssiadstit* but X think it was 
lar ely because he felt thai Italy would he #osjpclled to r.ive 
in pretty well all along the line* ly "Jugoslav colleague was 
in to see rae yesterday and he it usually very pessimistic and 
suspicious* but he « M all aglow with happiness and satisfaction 
yesterdays X think the Czechoslovaks and the Hungarians are M l 
altogether happy, but they M M only benefit in the end by I favor­
able outooav of the Boise conversations. X do not like to be 
overly optimistic, but it looks to HO as though tm were well on 
the way* Xf London, Paris, end noma can get together it will 
be the greatest achi avowant since the end of the war end It will 
definitely influence the situation in Germany, as well as in 
"arsaw and Budapest* 

The developments la Gtrmny ®mm to be rapid behind 
the scenes. Just what it going on, however* it Is very diffi­
cult to learn* During the last three -mdko, and aiore particularly 
during the last two weeks, X have had more difficulty In getting 
accurate information as to what It going on behind the scenes in 
Grerraany thaa at any tine since the h'asi rogtee ossso in* fhls 
in itself a»y be an indication of serious devolopssentt* X hope 
very shortly to get soot accurate Information with.regard to the 
big gathering of Has! loaders fro?, all over Germany tshioh was 
held in the State Opera in Berlin a few days ago* It was ob­
viously a ̂ seating of particular significance* Thers it 
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tresendoaa disorganisat ion, dis turbesee, d i s t rus t* narea t , and 
uncertainty within the Ptsrty leadership* There I t • decided 
feeling tha t eftae* the Saar p leb i sc i t e the Church fuestioa wi l l 
come aary Mae* fat t h t foreground and beoQsic isor© the* t t w a 
vehicle for the expression of p o l i t i c a l , a t well as other , d i s ­
content ©ad ©pipes I t i aa* l a a t a lk with th© Papal Sunaia t a r e 
yesterday he gave na 1*© impression tha t th© developments In 
th© Chureh oueetloa s igh t ge thiaJt and faat a f t e r th© p l eb l ae i t e . 

In © way the s i tua t ion In 6©r»aay today hat sows© points 
of rese«bla»ee with tha t of Juat before the Jane SO raurd©ra# 
there «re those who fear that HitWr any again s t r i k e In both 
direct ions within the- a©*t fg^oaya, eat of ah ©«r anxiety and 
fear* I , ayeelf, a t inclined t o doubt t h i s for on June SO 
Hi t le r eeuld s t i l l have th© ©©suranea af tremendous phyaleel 
fore© behind the Party end t h i t he does not haaa now in the tame 
degree, Tha Farfcy i t s e l f and th© popular aentineat behind i t 
are such weaker and I think i f there i t any action of a p ree i -
p l t s t a or violent ahsraotar af ter the p leb i sc i t e I t w i l l be 
ssor© l ike ly only directed age Ins t the radica l element© in the 
Per ty . Bat the e i tua t ion la euah #ta t 1 think a© om ©an t e l l 
j u s t what i s going to happen. 

One thing X think we oust reckon with and tha t i s t h s t 
th© egreenent between the na^or powers which aeons t o be r e a l ­
i s ing i t s e l f i a bound to accelerate develepaents In Oeraany end 
t o Increase th© anxiety t f the Par ty . I t laay haaa a tendency 
t o aause prec ip i ta te action by th® radioRl elements as a l a s t ef­
for t t o save theaselvee* I a© sojaewhat inclined t t discount 
th© p o s s i b i l i t y of t h i s , bat i t i s neverthelesa a f e a s i b i l i t y . 

There ia even a e e r t a i a ausount of fear that th© radica l 
elements w i l l attempt aoiae aotion against Austria* MM X have 
to ld you, the Austrian Government feels absolutely able to take 
ear© t f any trouble within t he country. Therehaa been a l e t af 
telle here recently of the Socialist© being stor© apt t o t r y t o 
sake t rouble than th© Masie and there la a ©ertein amount of 
t r u t h in t h i s , but only i a the tense tha t the Sazis a re too weak 
i a Austria af thesselvaa t o nek© any t rouble , ta i l© the Socia l i s t s 
are r e a l l y strong enough t o sake trouble if they wish t o , Aeeord-
lag t o the best infonafitien I have, however,. X do not bel ieve that 
the Socia l i s t s w i l l sake any t rouble for they r ea l i s e that th© 
chances a re aery sach against then. 
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The increased isolation of Germtqr which will¥e the 
result of very deeirahle development* in the situation ov«p 
here it bound to effect the situation in Germany* It w y ©Tea 
here a tendency toe *ee#ler*te developments too rapidly and thli 
is whet seaae people four. 

These are just a few die jointed observations which t&.y 
be of interest to you for background* 

With ell good wishes. 

Cordially yours. 

George S. Messerssaith. 


