Vienna, Jamuery 4, 1955,

Dear liof'fat:
<
I was very gled to have your tor of December 12,
and appreciate very much the interest helpful comment
which you heve givem me,

I last wrote to lir. Phillips under dete of December 21
and December 28, snd I will not be writing him by the poush
which leaves today.

I think the developments have been slomg the line of
oy last letters and I have nothing of partioular interest to
send st this time. I noed mot tell you how sctive things have
been behind the sesmes and from sll thet I can learm the develope
ments have been most enmcouraging. In spite of the difficulties
in the way, the prospects for = very happy outeome of the Rome
conversations todey and tomorrow are goods. Only e few days ago
my Itslise collesgue was very pessimistie, bDut I think it was
lar-ely beesuse he felt that Itely would be compelled to pive
in pretty well all slong the llme. My Yugoslav coclleague was
in to see me yeeterdsy and he is uszually very pessimistio and
suspioieus, but he was rll aglow with happiness end satisfection
yesterdayes 1 think the Czechosloveks and the Nungeriasns are not
sltogether happy, but they can only benefit in the end by s favor=-
able outoome of the Rome conversstions. I do not like to be
overly optimistie, but it looks to me as though we were well om
the way. If Londom, Paris, snd Rome csn et together it will
be the grestest achievement sinse the end of the war end it will
definitely influence the situstion in Germany, as well es in
tarsaw and Dudapest.

The developments in GCermany seem to be rapld behind
the soenes. Just whet is golng om, however, it 1s very diffie-
oult 4o leerns During the last three wecks and more particulsrly
during the last two weeks, I heve hed more difficulty in getting
soourste information as to what is zoing on behind the scenes in
Germany than st any time since tho Neszl roglme osmo ine This
in itself may be sn indication of serious developments. I hope
very shortly to get some ascurste informetion with regard to the
big gathering of Nazl leaders from all over Cermany whioh was
held in the State Opera in Berlin a few days agos It was obe
vicusly & meeting of perticular significence. Thers is
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tremendous disorganizetiom, disturbence, distrust, umrest, and
uneerteinty within the Perty leadership. There ic » decided
feeling thet efter the Ssar plebiseite the Churoh question will
come very much in the foreground amd beoome more than ever a
vehicle for the expressiom of politicsl, as well ss other, dis-
content end opposition. In 2 talk with the Papel Humele here
yesterday he gave me the impression that the developments In

the Church question might go thick snd fast after the plebiscite.

In & way the situstion in Germsny todey hes some points
of resemblenee with that of just before the June §0 marders.
There ere those who feer thet Hitler may agsin strike in beth
directions withir the next k%, out of dheer anxiety and
fear. I, myeelf, sm inclined to doubt this for om Jume 30
Hitler could st111 heve the assurance of tremendous physical
foree behind the Party end this he does not have now in the same
dogres, The Party itself and the populer sentiment behind 1t
are mich wesker and I think if there is eny actiom of a precie-
pitate or violemt charscter after the plebleeite it will de
more likely only directed sguinmst the redicsl elemente in the
Party. But the situation leg such thet I think no cnme can tell
Just what is going to happea.

One thing I think we must reckom with end that iz thet
the sgreement between the major powers which seems to be real-
izing itself is bound to accelerate developments in Germeny end
to Inorease the snxiety of the Party. It may heve a terdency
to ecasuse preeipitete sctlion by the radicel clements ss 2 last ef-
fort to save themselves. I am somewhat inclined to dilseounmt
the possibility of this, dut it iz nevertheless e possibility.

There iz even a certain amount of fear that ile radieal
elements will attempt some sotion agsinst sustris. As I have
told you, the fustrian Covernment feels sbsolutely eble to teke
care of any trouble within the eountry., Therehas been a lot of
t21k here recently of the Soclaelisis being more spt to try to
make trouble than the Nazis and there is a oertein smount of
truth in this, but only im the sense that the Hazis are too wesk
in Austrias of themselves to mske mny trouble, while the Scclaliste
are really strong enough tc make trouble if they wish to. ‘ocord-
ing to the best informetion I have, however, I do not belleve that
the Socialists will meke smy trouble for they reelize thet the
chances ere very mich against them,
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The inoreased isolation of Uermany which will be the
result of wvery desirable developments in the situstiom over
here iz bound to affect the situstion in Cermsny. It may even
have a tendency to scoelerate developments too rapidly and thie
is whet some people fear.

These are just « few disjointed observetions which mey
be of interest to you for background.

With 11 good wishes,

Cordially yours,

George 8. lessersmith.




