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I have to refer to my letter of January 25 in ecknowledgement of
yours of January 18 concerning the trip which Mr. Praet is making to Cuba
regarding a pulp and paper mill to produce news print out of bagasse. 1
have received your scknowledgement of January 31 and note that you will be
interested in hearing from me further.

P

I had intended to write you more fully about this matter earlier
but in spite of my having no fixed responsibilities I find that I have my
time much more occupied than I would like and for that reason I have not
written you further before this.

I have read eagain carefully your letter to me of January 18 and
have now studied the enclosurese. I talked with Mr. Heineman Jr. on the
phone last night and he tells me that Mr. Praet has been in New York and is
now going to Cuba, where he will be for some weeks and on his departure from
Cuba may stop here in liexico City for a few days and thet I may see him here
then. I told Jimmy to say to Mre. Praet in Havena that if during his stay
in Havena he thinks it would be useful for me to write to President Batista
or to any of my friends there I will be glad to do so, if he gets in touch
with me in llexico City as to developmenta,.

I have really very little to add to the letter which I wrote you on
January 25. I think the projeet is one well worth going into very carefully.
It will of course require very careful investigation from many points of
view and I am sure that Mr. Preaet's stay in Havena will bring out fully
answers to some of the major guestions.

If the Cuben government is a3z much interested in this project of
making news print out of bagasse as would appear from your letter and its
enclosures, it is one of the basic factors which would have to be considered
in going ahead with such a project because it would not be really worth
while going shead with so important a project unless the government is
really interested, and this completely aside from any financial participa-
tion which the Cuban govermment may in one way or enother teake in the pro=-
ject. Such finanecial participation by the government of course is useful
in & project of this kind, but completely aside from such finanecial partici-
pation by the govermment, it is in & position to take positive or negative
steps on which the success or failure of such a mill would depend. I 'kmow
President Batista well and I think the chances are that if & sound project
is developed he will be for it and if he says that the Cuban govermment will
give its help financially and otherwise, I think his word can be depended
upone.

René Brosens, Esq.,
Sofins,
38, rue de Naples,
Brussels, Belgium.




I also wish to repeat that the interest of Mr. Agustin Batiste is
a good smugury, for unless his position has very much changed in the last few
years, he is one of the sound, constructive, respected businessmen in Cubsa.

I think it will be very useful for Kr. Praet to be in clnse touch
with Mr. Amadeo Lopez Castro, who was Minister of Agriculture while I was
Ambassador to Cuba. He used to be a little Lit too much to the left but I
understand that his position now is very sound and understanding. e is a
little difficult to deal with in me respects but he is a good man. Ve
were good friends and I shall be glad to write him if Mr. Praet thinks it
desirable that I do so and to do it during Mr, Praet's stay in Havana.

As I said in my previous letter, I do mot know just what part Dr.
Carlos BSaladrigas is playing in the politicel and economic mitustion in Cube
today, but if the relstions between him and the President are still what
they used to be, he is a very important man in the picture. He is I think
one of the very best Cubans whom I have known and & man of broad and sound
views. He used to head up this program of industrial development in Cuba
for the President, but I think he had to leave the responsibilitiesof that
post as well as others, because he felt the President was not being suffi-
ciently decisive in some of his attitudes and sctions. In any event, it is
always useful for Mr. Praet to talk with Carlos Saladrigas because he knows
the politiocsl end economic situation in Cuba as few Cubans do, and if Nr.
Praet tells Saladrigas that he is a friend of mine I am sure that lr.
Saladrigas will speak to him quite frankly.

One of the things which I think is of greatest importance in this
question of a bagasse mill for news print is whether the technical processes
have really been sdequately developed for the making of news print from
bagasse. A lot of people in many countries have been interested in this,
both from the technical and financial end, but I am not sure to what degree
the processes have been adequately developed for making news print of
acceptable quality from bagasse. I rather have the notion that up to now
the technical end has not been adequately developed. The specimen of news
print which is enclosed with your letter of January 18 seems to be pretty
good, but I am in no position whatever to have any opinion as to the technieal
end and to what degree news print made from bagasse so far has been found
commercially economic and acceptable. This I think is one of the very impor-
tant factors.

In this connection you may be interested to know that as the produc-
tion of sugar in Mexlco hus inereased in recent years and news print becomes
constantly more costly, there has been a lot of interest in Hexico in the
making of news print from bagasse here. Up to now it has been all conver=-
sation and although the interest continues, there has been nothing really
done. It is interesting to note that several years ago an Italian group
associated with ir. Sandor Cusi, who ie a wealthy and I think quite respon-
sible Mexican, became interested in the making of cardboard and similar
products from bagesse. The Italian financial interests in Mexico are re-
presented by Count Mapelli, whom I know and who seems to be a very respon=-
sible man. They have built a mill which has been in operation for several
years and they are making cardboard and other similar meterials from bagasse
from the sugar mills, but they are not meking any news print and apparently
are not thinking of making any news print. I have gone into this project
recently and I find that the Italian and Mexiocan interests concerned in this
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Kimberly- Clark == concerning which Apiffas can get you full information.
This firm of Kimberly-Clark is, I underdtand, & very important one in the
United States with. considerable resources of its own and the idea spparente
ly is to expand the mill here in ilexico City with Kimberly-Clark teking a
financial interest together with the Italians and MHexicans who are now in
this plante I am told, however, they are not interested in or thinking of
making news print but wish to expand the production of cardboard and re-
lated productse I am told that this firm has recently secured on a per-
manent basis the services of an American, Mr. Latrop, who was formerly an
expert for yeers of the Department of Agriculture in Washington on matters
of the use of bagasse. I gather that he is staying permanently in Mexico
in the employ of this firm and i@ no longer with the Department of Agriocul-
ture. Ilire Preet can see him when he comes to Hexico. What I cannot under-
stand is with so much bagasse aveilable in lMexico and with this keen interest
here in getting news print manufectured in the country that this firm which
is sctually using bagasse as the basis of its operation is even now not
thinking of making news print, and so far as I can learn there is no active
news print project under consideration in iZexico.
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There has been so much technical study in the United States in par-
ticular, and in certain other couhtries, as to the economic and commercial
use of bagssse for making news print that there is certainly & considerable
body of information available and I think the Department of Agriculture in
the United States probably has as much informstion as anybody on the results
of these studies, and I em sure that Kr. Praet can get all the available
informmtion there is from theme. I understand that the process used in the
Mexican mill which produces only cardboard is one which was eluaborated in
the Nerth Westerm Laboratories in Peoria, Illinoiw.

alll in Mexico are presently in touchp:?\ a firm in the United States =~

I have read with much interest the letter of December & which you
and ¥r. Praet addressed to Mr. Archibald in Paris end I think the approach
which you have made to this matter is a very sound one. I repeat that I think
one of the troublesome problems which I am not sure has been succesafully
resolved is whether news print produced from bagasse by the processes now
known is adequately developed so as to produce news print adequately econo~
mically and of a guality to be acceptable to the trade.

If I can be useful in any way to Mr. Praet while he is in Cuba or
later during a visit which he may make to Mexico City, I will be very happy.
I plan to be here until the middle of May at least and it may be that I may
not be going north until later in lay, but I hope to stick to my present
plan of leaving around the middle of kKay. I am not getting in touch with
any of my friends in Cuba until I hear from kr. Preet, and if he eonsiders
it desirable that I should write to any of them during his present stay in
Cuba and before I ses him in kexico, I will be glad to write to them in a
preliminary way nowe I am sending a copy of this letter to lr. Praet, as
well as to Mre Heineman in Hew York and I shall await hearing from iir.
Praet before 1 do anything further.

I hope that Hilda may have a pleasant trip to Buenos Aires and
should you be joining her, I hope that we may see¢ you in Kexico City en
route. Marion joins in all good wishes.

Cordially and faithfully yours,




