GRAY
Praha
Dated October 12, 1938

Rectd 3:50 pe m,

Secretary of State,

Washingtons

294, October 12, 6 pe M

Associated Press, United Press, individual corree

spondents such as Whitaker Ghyde and others, suffering from

continuving censorship here in getting stories filed with
news value time, Stories ultimately get through but
sometimes with twelve hours delay. At correspondents!
request Legation has discussed situation informally
with Foreign O0ffice and General Staff on the basis that
to facilitate news by telegraph or telephone circuit to
Paris or London was in interests of this country as all
American press correspondents here are sympathetic with
its pl¥ght. The Czech representatives who have been in
Berlin on the Delimitation Commission have urged General
Staff to censor anything that even remotely might be
considered by the Germans as propaganda because such
news items in the foreign press seriously increase the

difficulties of negotiation which are already vEery great.

Correspondents
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Correspondents here would appreciate having their
agencies or special papers advised of continulng censor-
ship difficultices,

Among the news stories which correspondents are
unable to get abroad is onte which may be of great
importance in respect to refugees. Czechs are driving
Social Democrat and Catholic Germans back to their homes
in Suaetenland. Althcugh legal base of the
actlon may possibly be found in the lfunich Agreement
the method adopted is devoid of any sentiment or of
consideration of ultimate fate of the unfortunate in-
dividualse In one instance it is alleged that people
were driven back at point of bayonets,

Neill Malcolm, League Refugee Commission, 1eft this
morning after finding Govermment completely adamant to
situation and insisting on return of refugees within 48
hours to thelr districts. Legablon has copy of cireulgr
expulsion order, After much difficulty Malcolm saw
Syrovy this morning and has 1left with nothing accomplished,

This is the story press wants to get out but does
not know whether it is getting through on account of

censorship,
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censorshipe There follows in the second segction an

account largely prepared by Miss Gellhorn of Colliers

which gives the situation as seen by the correspondents,

The mein points the Legation has confirmed from other
BULI'CES o

Would appreciate information of any action which
has been taken or in contemplation regarding refugete
situation here,

(END SECTION ONE)
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Blanket order of expulsion within forty-elight hours
of refuzees from Czechoslovakia baqk to Gzrman occupited
areas has been upheld this morninge Neill Malcolm, IIigh
Commissioner for Refugees of the League of Nations, and

T

General Faucher late of the French ililitary Mission,
pleaded with General Sirovy to cancel this order for at
least two weeks, ziving the League and the Evian Committee
and private refugee charities an ovpportunity to save these
refugees, This request was flatly and finally refused,
Approximately one million prople will be affected by
these expulsion orders, Sudeten Germans who are either
Social Democrats, Liberals, Commmunists, JEws, Catholics
fleeing from occupiled zones must now return, Czechs who
have beEen absorbed in Hitler's occupation total of about
850,000 desiring to migrate to Czechoslovakia proper or
already nigrated face erratic but equally harsh treatment,

Forelgn exiles from Nazidom, German and Austrian, to the

number
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number of 10,000 also are included in this expulsion order,

Varying sources (foreign press, local German organi-

zations, Czech Foreign Office) estimated last May that out

rz

of the 3,500,000 German population in Czschoslovakia at
least a million were not enthusiastic Henleinists. In this
numbEy are hundreds of thousends of active political Demo-
crats, It can be assumed that half e million anti-Nazi
Germons, Czech citizens, are unwillinz and unable to live
in the "hird 3eich. The immediate problem is that the
refugees being shipped back to Cermen territory are in
grave peErsonal danger, DBetween the CGodesberzg and Munich
agreepents, when the Henlelnists sberted local terrorization,
these oanti-Nazi Germans fought with the Czech gendarmerie
in local guerrilla warfare, For thils reason as well ag for
their noliticol beliefs they are open to Nazi repriscls,
Mfany have been warned that they will be killed, others
know that they will be Immedictely sent to one of the
three big new copcantration carmps which have been opened in
the Sudeten land, The people thus nersonally and
immzdimtﬁ}y endangered can be counted in the tens
thousands,

Families have been broken up ruthlessly in the speed

of executing the expulsion orders len living in refuge

homes
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homes have clready been sent back to Sudeten land. They
have no possi®hle meang of communicotion with the occupied
areas; cases individually crise which clarify the situation.
Three doys azo twelve young Sudeten anti-Nazi Germans were

= n

forcibly returned to Teplitz. izt of them escaped back
to Prcha scyines that the other four had been caught and
&PTEStEd-by the Gegstapo and they did not know where they
now were, They announced to the local refugee secretory at

the Deuvtsches Zaus thot the Czech police would have to kill

them becanse they would not gzo bocls to Teplitze A girl of
3 I &

18 from llcrienbad ig in hiding in Praho as she and her
friends znow that her name is second on the Nazi black
list for execution. She worked og Chief of the Social
Democrat Youth fGroup. These cases con be cited again by
hundreds,

The Austrion and German exiles are all either under
pEnalty of death in Germany or egcaped from concentration
camps s placing them on the border is the equivalent of
sentence of death,

There 1a no central welfare organization for handling
refugees here, the whole problem has arisen with too great
SPEEC, TheE police handle the matter registering refugees
and <iving them forty eight hours to return. SomE are

stopped at the station and sent back immediately, When

theprEe
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there are train loads to be return=d it is necessary to
send these refugees bock to Sudeten lend under armed guard,
The refuzees have of courgce come here without any

posgeEsgions whatsoever, most of them even without extra

peErsonal clothing, There is also the problem of health,

~

food, housinz, et cetera, Nont of them came for any
temporary reagson but simply

ther to live in scafety in the

known thet arrests are being verformed on Czech citizens

in the occupied territory simply on a

riotism for Czechoslovakia;

ng these
the dead are prominent citizens gsuch as the
editor of thr PRAGER TAGEELATT,
Time is of the esgence in this matter, Miss Gel@horn
(Colliers) hopes this situation may reach White House,
It wouvld geem Evian Committee wust toke prompt cction

in behalf of million or so 1nnocent refugEES,




