México, L. ¥., March 16, 1945,

Dear &d:

I have to refer tc my very long top secret letter of
March 15, in whieh I reported on scme stutements allegedly
made by the rreslident of Mexleo before members of the
Permanent Commission of the M¥exlcan Congress when they
called on him at the Palace a few days ago to express
sympathy on the occaslion of the death of hls brother, ULon
Maximino, In this letter I gave you rather full inforaa-
tion with regard to a seriocus internal situation in Mexico
and also referred to the neo,salty of our dealing with the
¥iniaster of Haolenda, ¥r. Susrez, in the manner lndicated
in the letter if he comes to washington to talk about loans.

You will recsll that in thls letter I seld that Dr.
radilla had lmmedlately after these articles appeared in
the papers yesterday morning called on the President of
¥exico and msade clear to him the unhappy results and reper-
cussions which the publicstion of sueh alleged remarks would
have, You will recall that the ‘resident authorized Ur,
radilla to make a corrective statement, which Dr. Fadilla
indicated to me yesterday he would make and I 80 reported
in my letter to you of Mareh 15, under reference,

Yesterdasy afternoon after Or, Padills had told me that
he was going to make this explanatory and corrective state-
ment of what the ‘resident was alleged to have sald, I gave
serious thought to calling on Dr. Padilla late last evening
to suggest the ilnadvisability of his meking such & stateament,
I reslized that if Dr, Padllla made such & statement explaining
or correcting anything which the ’‘resident may or may not
have sald but which he ils reported in the press to have said
it would be Jjust the finest opportunity for these extreme
right and extreme left elements in Mexleco to attack Ir.
Padllla most seriously on the ground that he was aollng as
8 mentor of the President and that he was trylng to be bigger
than the President, Knowing the courage of Dr. Padilla, I
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realized that in spite of hls courage and his willingness
to teke any responsibility, that the same thought would
probably occur to him and that there would be no statement
this morning.

In the morning papers there was no statement, Later
in the morning Dr. Padilla asked me tc come to see him,
He saild that he had decided not to make a statement and
it is interesting that the ressons he gave for not dolng
80 were exactly the ones whiech I have above set forth, e
sald that the President had given him full authority to
make a corrective statement but that he reslized afterwards
that the statement would have to come from the rresident,
He realized that Iif 1t came from him, thet is from Dr.
Padilla, he would be subjeet to the most viclent eriticism
from these extreme rignt and left elements who are now
bringing such strong pressures on the President and who
are trying to eliminate Dr, Padilla from the politiecal
pleture in Mexico end who are keenly anxious to do this
before San Franocisco.

I told Dr, Padilla that desirable as a statement was
to correct the unfortunate impression caused by the Presi-

dent's alleged remarks, I reslized that a corrective state-
ment would have to be made by the President himself and

not by him and that it was much better to have the Presi-
dent's corrective statement delayed for some days rather
than to have Dr, Fadills run the risks of doing so now him-
self,

Dr, Padllla sald that he was goling to have another
talk with the President this afternoon and explain to him
why he had not made the corrective statement as he had been
authorized to do and would bring to the President's attention
the importance of the President himself at the first approp-
riate opportunity making a statement correcting the im-
pressions caused by what he had said or asllegedly said to
the Permenent Commission,

Dr, Padilla sald that he had already yesterday told
the President about the coneern which I had expressed entire-
ly informally over the alleged statements, Dr, Padilla
sald to the President that I had been particularly disturbed
about the statements attributed to the fresident, that
Mexico had been getting on without any foreign help and
would have to get on without any foreign help. Dr. Padilla
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sald that I had expressed concern that sueh a remark should
be sttributed to the President at s time when the President
was seeking on behalfl of Mexiec loans for development pur-
poses in Mexioco and which were so important for Mexico. Dr,
rPadilla also said t¢ the President that I had expressed
much concern over the remarks attributed to the President
with regard to the necessity for closer collaboration among
the Latin American states in contradistinetion with colla-
boration among all the American states, Dr. Padilla saild
that the President was much concerned over the informal
remarks whiech I had made and that this more than aaything
else made the President realize what unfortunate repercus-
sions these remsrks cculd have in the United 3tates amd in
the other American Republies,

I teld Dr. Padilla this wmorning that fortunately the
american correspondents here seemed to have falled to cateh
the significance of these remarks attributed to the Presi-
dent and s¢ far as I kpew they had not sent out anything
on this matter of any importance to thelr papers in the
United States., I sald, of course, however, that the reported
remarks of the President would get very wide circulation
in Latin Ameriecs and have wide repercussions unless corrected,
Dr, Padilla sald these were Just the reasons why a correc-
tive statement by the President was necessary., He sald that
he himself had been quite prepared to make the stautement
but he reallzed that to have resl effeet it would have to
come from the President himself, He sald that he realized
that he, DOr. Padilla, making the statement would only cause
the most bitter attacks on him by the same people who were
putting these words lntc the President's mouth and that it
might even result in his having to leave the Winistry of
Foreign Helations., iHe was determined not to leave the
Ministry to make way for some one who would follow a poliey
of preasures on us,

ore Padilla sald that he thought it was highly desirable

that I see the rresident early next week in view of the

great confldence and respec¢t whieh the Fresident hLad for me
and for my views, He sald that he thought it would be even
more important if I could say when 1 saw the President that
the remarks attributed to the President had caused much
concern in my Government and that I had imstructions to ask
the President to be good enough to zive me some ilnformation
in the premises, Dre. Padilla said that if I could go in

my personal capaclty and also at the same time state that
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my Covernment had expressed an interest in these remarks
attributed tc the resident, he was sure that it would
carry the day amnd that it would strengthes the position
of the Freslident who was under such serious pressure from
all slides,

We have to recognize that the ‘resideat of Wexleo,
while he is a very wise and sound man sand very friendly
to us and while in some ways he is a strong character,
he is being subdbjected to the most extraordinary pressures
and all the pressures are coming from those unfrieandly teo
us. Thesg pressures are being brought to bear on him by
General Cadrdenas snd loledanc from the extreme le ft and by
certain eaxtreme right Catholles and altogether selfish
finsneial and industriael interests. 0Or, Fadilla is practie-
ally the opnly person in the Uovernment who has the courage
and the understanding, or at least the courage, to speak
frankly with the rosidont 8¢ that he stands practically
alone. On the other hand, Gérdenss, Judrez, Villaselior, Toled-
ano and a host of others, who are extremely unfriendly to us,
highly nationalistic and in most cases utterly lscking in
understanding, are almost every hour of the day bdringing
pressures on the resident to change the poliey of sollabora=-
tion with us, acouse ‘adilla of selling out Wexliec to the
United 3tates, eto,

The situation is sericus. 7There 1s no doubt about that.
There are two factors whieh agaravate 1t, Cne is that this
presidential campalign 1s getting started much too soon and
these people are deternined to eliminate from the Jovernment
those who «re in favor of collaboration with the United tates,
whether it is Padillas or aany one else., The second factor
ig thet San Frenciseo is Iln the offing =nf these clements
of the extreme right and left 4o net wamt "adilla to zo %o
San Franeisco, The iresident has already told radilla that
he 1s to go to Zan Franoisco and I think he will stick by
that but if these extreme elements have thelr way they are
going to try to elimlnate rPadilla from the Forelgn ¥inistry
before San Fruncisco as the oanly way to get hlm out of the
ploturs.

we are not interested im who 15 golng to be Fresident
of Mexieco and whether Padllle has any chance of belng
President, e are, however, very much lnterested in a
Preaident who is in favor of collaboration, snd in Mexieo
being properly represeanted at San Francisco and by an under~
standing perscnality, such as Padilla, for you know what
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a faoctor he was in the Mexico Cilty meeting and what a
faotor he c¢an be in the 3an Francisco meeting. I shudder
to think of how much more difficult our position at San
Franeisco would be if any other iMexicem than Fadilla were
to head the Mexican delegation there. It 18, therefore,
not a case of our trying to sid the political fortunes of
some one im Mexieo but it is a case of trying to support
the President of Kexico in msintalning a poliey of col-
laboration with us, which he wants to do, but which he

is under such definite pressure to change,

I am, therefore, planning to call on the President
early next week. Ve are very zood friends. I know from
our three years asasociation that he considers me as a
friend, I can talk to him as a friend in the most frank
manner and of course without the presence of a third per-
son, whioh facilitates our talking in a frank way. This
direot contact between the “resident and me here has been
of tremendous help in these difficult problems in Mexieco
becsause we have been able to talk about things in a way
that would be utterly impossible Iif a third person were
present., It is my inteantion therefore to call on him
next week and tell him how much disturbed I am over these
remarks whioch have been attributed to him and ask him
a8 a friend if he can give me any basckground.

It will, however, be tremendously more helpful in
our relationships and to the President himself if I am
authorized by you to say that I have brought these alleged
remarks of the President to your zttention and that you
and President Roosevelt are very much concerned and are
very much interested to know what the President's real
thoughts with regard to these matters cf collaboration
are and with respeet to Latin Americsan unity in contra-
distinotion with Pan Ameriean unity. I would therefore
very mueh appreciate your sending me a teslegram as soon
as possible after the receipt of this lstter, simply say-
ing that I am authorized to speak with the President in
the sense indlcated in this letter, You oan depend, I
hope, on my diseretion to handle the matter most diserestly
and ¢orrectly., I would merely say that I had brought to
your attention and that of the President the remarks
attributed to the President, which had caused you both
the same oconcern that they had caused me and that I was
authorized to express to alm our coneern,
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I am meking this suggestion because I know it will
be very helpful to the Fresident, It will give him a
very powerful impulse towards standing up against these
people who are pressing him so hard to do all sorts of
things whieh he knows are not wise. The President knows
that he needs our support. He knows thst he needs the
eonfidence and respect of President Hoosevelt and youre
gelf and of our Government, It will therefore be the
most fowortul thing that we ocan do %0 strengthen his posi-
tion if I am authorized Lo say Lhis and I know he will
weloome it because it will glve him u weapon whieh he
needs - pot so mueh a weapon butl the confidence whieh he
must feel in himsell in combatting these elements who
‘are so desperately struggling to destroy the basie of
sooperation and at the seme time expecting to get all sorts
of things from us through pressures,

A slmple telegrum to Lhe effect that I am authorized
to speak to the Presldent along the lipe indicated above
will be sufficlent and I will appreciate it {f you can get
it to me Monday or Tuesday of neial week as I think the
socner I am able to spesk with the ‘resident the more help-
ful it will be to him amd o us &s well =8 t¢ the best
interests of Mexleo and both countries,

Ubviously these developments indicste ull the more
strongly why we should desl with Mr, Suérez with respeot
to loans in the manner I have indicated in my letter of
¥arch 15, while Mr. Sudrez may be in Washlngton.

We are in many ways st a turning polnt in Mexleo and
the matter is of sueh profound importance that I cannot
overemphasize it, I am sure by handling it the way I have
suggested we will be abls to keep things on the rilght path
apnd strengthen the position all arcund,.

#ith all good wishes,

Cordlally and faithfully yours,

Ge e Hessersmith

In duplicate.

GE N




