ADDRESS OF GZIORGE S, MESSERSIIITH, AMERICAN
AI'BASSADOR TO MEXICO, ON THE OP]NING OF THE
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN LIB?LRY IN MEXICO CITY; ON
THE IEVENING OF April 13, 1942,

(Not for publication before 7 p.n.
Mexico Clty time, 9 pams New York
Clty times)

I wish at the outset of my brief remarks to express
the deep appreciation of my Government and of the people
of my country as well as my personal grqtitudc tioL His
BExeellency the President ef Liexico; Gencral lanucl Avils
Cemacho, r'er hBiS finc coyPiosy in censcntific to be present
ad Lo uslse pore 1n The éclfemony of this sverning; - It 38
Ihdoeld an chncouraging eircumstancce thabt tihke Bxceutive of
thils great neoighboring Republic should jeim with us in
formally opening the Benjamin Franklin Libr;ry e Mexie®
Citre 1 should glsp 1ike te cxtcnd spceial crpcelings L
glie otler hisgh OFfielcls ef the lcxican Government who
Eve dbne us the honer of being prescut teonisght, ond £0
my dilsvinguished collcagucs of Ghe diplematic corps
Teprecentine the gighbepr Ropubllies of uihe Homisphevce HhHe
getapllinbnent of Ghig Librcry roproscubts, I bolievo. oie
efGlctimpeRtanhradissilanl filc ant - honwendS s Tepst dnithhic
leme higtory of thc relebions bebtwoon otr Two countri égg

The Librpcry i1s the result of eooperctive andceollaboras
pive grfiort in Wwhich Woriole cgonclecs ¢ our Gov ronment
hove Wwerkod togethor with the Americon Librory -Asseclation
o malks this prPejoet possiblcy TU 18 proporieliay we should
ckprage this oVepins parbicula? appreciabtion Lo lMecasies
Brown, Milam eond Milezowski of thce Amcrican Librory Assgelas
Tian fer bhe contrlibution whieh they hove mage in -connection
with €his uadertokcings Porficnlor aopproeicgilen is duc Te
Dy Hopey UM, lydcnbeRe, distinewishod scholcr ond LibPoriom;
Tormcrly Dikcetor of @hc Wow York Pubklie Libropy. WwWho hod
gorgontod heo erzoziiee this Librorpy cpd toe bogomc 1us TlEgl
Bitrcelion,

T 1= ou® hope thot thie Libriry will mcko’ asBesifive

and Weorbthwhile soubtributiion o Bhe ezuse. of bovter Gndols
gtaonding bobtween MegFleo ofid the United Slctcsy Tho Librarnm
will eadoovor af for as possible $o moke availablo the moEt
sienificont worles By writcrs cnd scholars of tThe Unitod
SEatogy ITh additien, o rupresentotive eoldoctlion of eurront
puflOdlCﬁlS pablished 4m the United States will bo meintaineds
While 26 will owicuely ot bo pessibplc fof o libwory oF
this =3zc ond of 1%8 modost rvsouivxs o mect ol thc necods

af Bboklh The gpesialists ond the gcmerPol recaders

as boeti mode ocmd wrll Be modo to censiidomEtNe
both of thesc grovups.

udl
t

The Librory 18 cssembling & Toprescntoblive eolleeticH
g Mexieon works lm opdcr tho® pefsons eoning hore may

hawe




heve aeeess to The most lmportant thought of bhe leadins
weivers ond seliolcrs of BhHls commb

OweP cnd above this nission of naking avallable
iriportent books and publications lssucd i1 NMexice anmd
che Unitved Stobes, Bho Litrory will nake @Wsc of obhicE
gulturcl media SWel o8 cduecticnol riotlon pleturcsg  LWwory
giteort will be noade 0 egbbtoin a stoady sbirgcrl ©f sSonc of
the leading cduectionel rotiofl piletircs proguecd 1n the
United Jtates and those will o exhibiticd ab. poriodliecld
interyois 10 Bhe Librory, 1 i Turbhor hopcd o prFovide
Tacilities wherehy microfiles olid obther photoginpliie
Peprodusticns ol jnportont doslmoents eon be obtoined ond
ubilized, o thoh this inportcit c1d to proschb=day
Siehells pll v researeh can he availlabile,

HrrhersbranchesFofitt he Tactivity of fohe i hramy
inellnde naliine o poon avellohlo fop blind Poodops, Bo
o provided with ‘books in Brollle thitcough Ttho Sunercsipy
gf the Junior Lcuguu antlidoriicer @ity L vienblire e helhieve
el Ghe e Which hGShetn Sk esiide  for chunllidren,. and
stocked with books p EORRIeGE: Bor Giilcel an botl Longueses
will prowe af pru*t cluce Miie roen will ble undenr: the
speeinl earc of Sbﬂ( ol o {a Teruse Chivez, who has had

i
loug experi-nec in this ~nd other Fi. LTS of libr. by wokles

¥t 1ls<clso 1y Aope thulh mhe Libec ke will bogome 10
falekitel zonuin e denlivunaliice Rt rRywhorE e b ilacn s e Mexico
nay frocly eoile ong iingle with iy follow-eibizengd fogsidenb
i whis hogpitable eountryy 1t has ¢ iwch Do 0 gfeat dool
@f grotificoblol B0 oW ©halb Bhore are plong Ghrough which
B eatlojblie) T o prﬂming“t exilicims andiEgienieie i By icoun b RyEien
inGerested dn Anbensifying culiturs it i dontacts bebween: oun
eounbrics will Wtilize Bhc foell bies of bhe Librory Lo
epropnes leeturcs by MNexiean anéd Ancricom authorabies g
in pronobing comforcnces and roetlnes deosidnod to Further
et Oleccinavics) itens Thonlell wlacy o pieE v

il s mvcomviie bl oty ot d e spalito e Sfec, thab mueh
Tecins o be-dome Go brpiams tesother oup Lwo pcoplos into
thelt olosor understonding omd pgtual Knowledeo wWnileh i3
fo cegentinl Jdn thovintercgn of both cuuntrigs ends eiEitihe
dnerigag, anc If T noy 8oy so, of the wolld, checourcgzing
progress towards this gool is bolng u:uv. I Gilasinla el i
8 expePicnce a dcep schse of petisfaetion thot in these
gritiecl days of wor cnd 8trife whon we orfe ghpugeling Lo
meintoln our Vory sovercigifiyy our wolly cristenec, ond old
the institutions which we cherish, we raintalin our appre=
el lon i eniltursiveilnes ands aRe Tholkdns TatHpReoRer SHeRs
to Intcnsify thon tuong ouPgcl¥es cnd among the peoples
of the wcpld, for thesc tice of undorgtcnding, tegether
with mitwol zeapcety Torm fhe firr corholgbono of peascfitily
productive ond congbruetive rolotionships between Stotog,




