Mexico, July 8, 1942

Desr Philip:

I have your letter of July 6th with regerd to
the meotling of the angrv‘s on the evening of July
3rd, to do honor to the United States and to the
American Republics. I had telephonad you abfut this
matter s:s I had been told the telegrams to the Presi-
dent of the Senute and the Speaker of the House would
be dispatched before the meeting, und the inference
waz left that they hupnd they would have 8 reply to
be read during the sassicn. It wes good of you to
give this mattar the effective attention which you
did.

What happened of course w:s that our Mexican
friends chanzod thelir minds without letting us know.
Instead of sending lelegrams before the meeting, as
they had planned, they declded that the telegrams
should be approved at the forma! session of the Per-
manent Committee con the evening of July 3rd., My as-
sumaption therefore i35 thast {hey were sent after the
meeting that sven ng. The propossed telesrams to the
President of the 3enate and the Jpeaker of the House
were read at the formal meeting on the svening of
July 3rd, b there ha 'u:n no official transmission
of coples to the mbas
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/3 have sent & desputceh to the Depariment report-
ing on the session. The significsnce of the act of
course lay in the fuect that they should do it, rather
than in the form that 1t &took. The Congress not being
in sessicn, the Permanent Committee of the Pongr:s
which is couposed of fourteen Senators and fifteen
Represantatives, decided to hold this session. Their
first idesa wag tc hodd it on July 4th and to have it
solely as a tribute to the Unlted States, It was fin-
ally decided to have it on the night of July 3rd, as
there was such a crowded program on July Lth, It we
also decided that while the /'merican imbassador waa
tc be the guest of honor at the meeting, which was to
be primsrily in honor of the United States, the naemes
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of the other imerican Republios wuld be associated
with it, This was much wiser snd I indirectly helped
tec direct the ceremony into this fomm.

The nmeeting was held in the Chamber of Deputies,
The flags of the 21 Republics were brought in with
full honors., The ohiefs of mission of all the Ameri-
ean Repub ' ics and the United Netions were invited and
present, FPractically all the members of the Fermanent
Committes and most of the Benators and Representatives
who sare in town were present., The speechas made were
most effective nnd enthusiastie, and of course agree-
able hanring for us, '"hen one thinks of the status of
our relstions only a short time back, it is really a
slgnificant thing that the Mexiocan Congress should
through this P rmanent Committee hold a celebration of
the 4th of July.

The Lth itself was a hectioc day. At 9:30 I had to
g0 to m ceremony for the neming of cne of the leading
avenue2 in honor of Benjamin Franklin., The Chief of
the Federsl Distriet , LojJo QGomez, spoke; after which
Lombarde Toledano made & harsngue whieh lasted one hour
and a helf, snd I had to sit through it, as my speech
was to follow over the radio. I was on pins and needles
during Toledano's long aspeech, a8 I was %o broadoust over
the Blue NetWerk to the United States at 12 o'cloock, and
seéw that I could not meke it., I could not leave in the
middle of Toledeno's speech, as 1t would have been con-
sidered an insult by the some thousunds of workers who
were in the audience. 48 & consequence, Ray read my
speech for the United Statles over the Blus Network, and
I am sure that some of my friends aut home who may have
heard the broadecast were wondering what had happened to
my voice, Ray did it very well., I fertunately got to
the broadoasting station in time tc be able to make the
broadcast to South Americs which I hud been sasked to
neke,

At 2 o'cleck I had & luncheon for the members of
the Cabinet and for the ohiefs of missicon and for the
Forelgn Cffice personnel and thelr wives. There were
some 92 guests for & alt-down luncheon in the Residence,
which went very wsll., In the evening there was the
usuel dinner at the American Club end Padille and I
spoke, Psdilla really mede a splendid address.

In the afternoon jadille made & broadecast to “outh
America, and I belleve to the United States, at 4 o'elock.
The text ¢f the address was very fine.

There was the ususl celebratién by the Colony at the
Reforma
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Reforma Club, but I was not able to go as I was occupied
with these other things; but my wife was eble to go out.

We had scores of telegrams from all over Mexico on
the occasion of the 4th, and I understand thet this is
the firat time that this has happened in the memory of
anyone here.

I think we can take this interest of Mexicoc in the
celabration of the 4Lth as syuptomatic in a very consi-
derable measure of the change which has taken place in
the situation herey I d¢ not mean to say that the peo=-
ple are overflowing with love for us, but there has been
a very declded change. I em hopeful that we will be
wise envugh, all of us, here and st home, to know how to
solidify this position, and I sm happy to say that I
think we «re on the way to dolng so.

vith very good wishes, belleve ne
Cordially and ralithfully yours,

G R T

P/s:

i did not have the reception in the Fmbasgy on
the 4th of July, which has veen customery here in the
pasi, at least during Mr., Duniels' time. I 4id this
for & number of ressons, but prineipally the follow-
ing: My undersiunding is that the imericens hére and
the Mexicans had practically stopped going to thisz re-
ception sa the Residence was slmply filled with thou-
ssnds of tourisis who were in the city. The result wes
that those for whom the reception was intended among
the imerican Colony had so difficult a time In getting
into the Residence that most had abandoned coming. 4s
I see nc reason for holéing a reception for tourists,
I decided not to huve the reception, but this luncheon
instesd, ond I am sure it was the wise thing to do. Now
that the ‘mbassy is practicully completeoly :urnished
and all the repairs completed, I am hoping to have &
reception for the imerican Colony here in the near fu-




