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MINUTES OF THE CONVENTION.

AT a Convention held by adjoumments from the 20th day of
'September, to the 24th of the same inclusive, 1850, in accordance
,dth a public notice issued on behalf of the Coloured Citizens of

. Philadelphia, and addressed to their brethren throughout the U.
States, inviting them to assemble by delegation, in Convention, to
be held in the city of Philadelphia, on the 20th day of September,
J850, and signed, on behalf, by the Rev. Bishop .Illlen, CY,1m
Black, Juniu8 C. Morel, Benjamin Pa8chall, jr. and Jame, Cor-
nish- /

The delegation accordingly met in Bethel church, on the 20th
September, at 10 o'clock, A. M. and after a chaste and appropriate
prayer by the venerable Bishop liUen, the Convention was organ­
ized by electing

Rt. Rev. RICHARD ALLEN, President.
Ilr. BELFAST IluRTON, of Philadelphia, 'l. Vice Presidents
AUSTIN STEWARD, of Rochester, N. Y. S . •
JUNIUS C. MOREL, of Philadelphia, Secretary, and
ROBERT COWLET, of Maryland, Assistant Secl·etary.

On motion it was
Resolved, That this Convention do recommend the formation

(If a Parent Society; and that immediately after its organization,
to appoint a general corresponding Agent, to reside at or near the
intended purchase in Upper Canada.

On motion it was
Resolved, That this Convention enjoins and requires of·eaclt

(If its metrioers to use their utmost influence in the formation of
of societtes, auxiliary to tIle Parent Society about being establish­
ed in the city of Philadelphia ; and also to lDstruct the auxiliary
societies when formed, to send delegate. to theneJ:t General Con­
vention.

On motion it was
Resolved, That the next General Convention sball be compos­

ed of delegates appointed by the Parent Society and its auxilia­
ries: pro.'fided alwayl, that the number of delegates from each Id-
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~iety, shan not exceed jive, and all olher places, where there al'e

no auxiliaries, are hereby invite<llo send one delegate.

On motion it was
Resolveel. That this Convention address the Free People ~t

Colour throughout the United States, a.nd publish in one of the dal-

ly papers of this city.
On motion it was

Rcsolvcli That the Convention do adjourn at the invitation
of one of the'manaO'ers of the Lombard-street Free School for co­
loured children. 'fhe Convention were highly gratified at the or­
der, j'C'l.1;uluity and improvement discoverablem the va~illU~ ~e­
pattm,'~t,;, among a collection of children. male and frma e, l\smg
f'our hundred. Thrir specimens in writing, needlrwmk, &c. &c.
made a ,lrep Impression on the Convention, \vith a desire that the
,People of Colol!r may availingly appreciate every extelll.\f-d oppor­
tunily f,w their improvement illlhe varioui situations where they

)nay reside.
Un motion, the House adjourned sine clie.

IU. Rev. mellARD ALLEN, President.

1U~IfJS C. MOIUUJ, Secl'etary.

..~ ..
'l'he following Delegates composed the Comention, viz.
Pennyyh:anill-Hev, Richard ,\.lll)n, Dr. n~lfastnurton, 9y­

rUB lJlack. JunIus C. Morel, Benjamlll Paschall,Jr. Jame,; Corlhsh,
Wm.8. \\ hipper, Ilewr Galliinel', .luhn Allen, James Newman,
Charl<:'! II. Ll'\eck, I·'rmll'lkk A. lIinton,

NCIO-Jllrl.-Austin :-Itcwal'd, Jos. Adams, George L. Brown.
('tJllllecficut-Scipio C. Aug;ustus.
Rlwde,1sland-George C. Willis, AIII'ed Niger.
Jilorylfllul-Jamcs l)eavoul", Hezekiah Grice, Aaron Wi1Ioon,

Robert Cllw"~y,
jJelaware-Abraham D. Shad.
JTirginia-Al"thur M. Waring. Wm. Duncan, James 'Vest,jr.

HOXORA.RY MEMBERS.

Robcrt Brown, William Ito~ers, John Bowers, Richard How­
en, Dalllcl I'l't('rson, Charles ShOl't~, of· Pennsylvania; Leven
"illiams, of New-York; James P. Walker, of ~laryllllJd; John
Uobinson, of Ohio; Rev. Samuel Todd, of Maryland; John Am­
old, of New·Jersey; Sampson Peters, of New-Jersey; Rev. An­
thony Campbell, of Delaware; Don Carolos Hall, of Delaware.

CONSTI~rUTION.

....

Pl\:E:AlVIBL:E:.

In conformity to a resolutilln of the Delegates of Free PersoD~

of Colour, in General Convention assembled, in the City of Phi­
ladelphia, September 20th, 1830, recommending the formation and
establishment of II Parent 80ciety·in the City of Philadelphia, (or

the pm'pose of purchasing land, and locating a settlement in the
,Province of Upper Canada(ani! to \\ hich all other Societies form­
ed for that purposl', may bl'come auxiliary-We therefol'e have a­
dopted the following Constitution.

ARTICLE I.

This Society shall be called "The AmeriC'an Society of Free
Pel'sons of Colour, for improvin~ their condition in the United
States; for purchasing land!'; atld for the establishment of a settle­
ment in the Province of Upper Canada:;' and shall consist of such
Persons of Colour as shall pay not less than twenty five cents OD

entering, and thereafter quartel'ly, tiglltcen and tltree quarter cents.

AR1'Wl.E H.

The Offieersof the Society shall be, a President, nnd
Vice Presidents. four of whom to be chosl'n out of the r.ity and
county of Philadelphia; a CorrC'spondintr. Recllldinp:, and two Ai­
sistant Secretaries, and a'l'rl.'as\lI'er: a 'Board of ~llIna~ers of fir~

teen members, a COI'respOlldin~ Committee of five, a Financial
Committee of tllI'ee, a Soliciting ('nmmittee nf thil'tl'en, and a Pub­
lishing Committee of thl'ec; nil of whom shall be elected by Ballot,
at the annual meeting in October.

The Society shall meet quartel'1y in the city of Philad\!lphia. OD

the first !\londay in October, January, April, and July.
The Board of Managers shall meet to trllnsact business on the

last Monday of every month; they shall have power to fill all'vacaa­
cies occurring during the year, in their body, or any of the com­
mittees Nine of their number shall constitute a quorum.
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AltTICLE III.
Tile President shall president all meetings of the Society, and

sjgn all orderl on the Treasurer. . .
The Vice Presidents shall ,preside at aH meetmgs of the SOCI-

ety, in the absence of the President.
The President, Vice fresidents, Secretaries, and Treasurer,

shall be e:c officio members of the Board of Managers.

ARTICLE IV.

The duty of the Coresponding Secretary shaH be to attend
the meetings of the Corresponding Committee, keep the minutes
of their proceedings; he shall be subject to their order, and shaH
report and present all letters or communications directed to him,
to the chairman of the committee, that they may be convened to­
gether. He shaH also keep a b'ue copy of all his letters or com-

munications.
The Committee of Correspondence shan open an exchange

of views with the different Auxiliary Societies that may be
{'ormed; receive intelligence concerning the operatIOns of tile dif­
ferent societies throughout the United States, and frOID other
persons aiming to impl'ove the situation and condition of the peo.
pie of colour; and also receive all essays on the subject, with such
other information as may conduce to the accomplishment of the

great object of the Society.
All communications shall be directed to the Corresponding

Secretary.

ARTICLE V.

The Recording Secretary shall attend the meetings of the So­

cietyand keep their minutes.
He shall be provided with a book. wherein shall be recorded

the proceedings of the Society, of the Boal'd of Managers, and of
the Committees, or any persons entrusted with the care or con-

'lerns of the Society.
Therefore it shall be the duty of the chairmen of the several

committees to aid the Recording Secretary in the discharge of his

official duty.
The Assistant Secretaries shall attend the meetmgs and keep

the minutes of the Board of Managers, and assist the Recording

Secretary wbell required.

';

AR1'ICLE "VI.

The Treasurer OD entering upon the duties of hil om It 11
h

. flee, II a
gife suc S~CUrlty or t 1e fa.ithful performance of his trust al the
Board of Managers shall require.

The Treasurer shall not retain in his possession mo th
8100. All monies above that sum shall be deposited in ::U:i~
t~d States Bank, that all persons interested in the prOlo e't f

thl
" . pnyo

e nstltutlon. ma~be satisfied as to the safety of their funds;
and no sum so ~eposlte~ shall be withdrawn without au order sign­
ed by tile PreSident, VIce President, and Secretary of the Parent
Society, and four of the Board of +'1anagers thereot:

H~ shaH keep tai~ account~9t his transactions, hold all papera
belongmg to the Socle,ty, and pay, (if in funds.) all such ordera
drawn by the Board of Managers, signed by the President and
attested by the Recording Secretary. '

He shall annually report to the Board of Managers the state
o.hhe trp~sury, or. as often as they may direct J and at the expira­
ilon of hiS term, If not re-elected, shall hand over all the boob
papers and funds of the Society to his successor, within thirt;
days.

ARTICLE VII.
.. . The Financial Committee shall have under their care the pe­

c:uDlary concerns of the Society, and every thing in relation there­
to: they shall also audit the accounts of the Treasurer. .
. . T~ey shall r.e~ort to the Board of Managers, from time t.
tt~e, bills or prOViSIons for the increase of the funds, or appropri­
ations of the same, as they may deem in their judgmentexpedieilt
that the same may be considered or approved. '

ARTICLE VIII.
The Soliciting Committee shall be provided with books flJ!'

~he pu.rpose of receiving subscriptions or donationl, whereiD lball
e regIstered the naines, and amount so received.

AR'1'ICLE IX.
The several Committees shall record, for the future US6 Of

~he Society, all important observations that mat relate to the lab­
Jllct of their charge.
. The Board of :Managers shall report to the Society quarter..
ly I and at the allllu,l I1lCeUD" tit. report .1lall be printed ia
pamphlet form..
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AltTICLE X.

All Societies, auxihary to this, shall, when rOI'med, dilly
notify th~ Board of Managers of the Parent SoCiety, through its
Corresponding Secretary, taking care to forward a. copy (If their
organization and pr'oceedings, to be entered upon the records of

the Society.
And with the view of more effectually strengthening a

general union among the Free People of Colour, it shall be the
duty of each auxiliary Society respectively, to elect fl'om among
their own members, one individual as Vice President of the Pa.

rent Society.

At a meeting of the Pal'ent Society, held on Monday the 50th
of November, 1850, the following persons were elected Oflicers
rOl' the ensuing )ear, viz.

Prcsidcnt-Rev. Richard Allen.

1"ice l'l'esidellts-~fessrs. John Bowers, Rob't Brown, Oaniel
D• .8rownhill, Peter Gardiner.

COl'l'esponding Sccretm'y-William 'Vhi pper.

Recording Sccrctm'.~-Charles H, I,eveck.

.tl.9sislant Sw'elarics-John P. Thompson, Samuel D. Potts.

TI"CaSUI'cl'-James Johnson.

BOQl'd of lI!(l1lagel'.~-.DI" Belfast Burton, Messrs. John P.
Burl', Scipio Sewell. John Allen. (Porter,) Richard Howell, Jo­
seph Cas,ey, Shedrich Basset, James Gibson. Jeremiah Bowser
Richard n, Johnson, James Newman, Henry Beckett, PeterM~
Neal, James Bird, Abraham Williams.

, Corrc1;pol~dillg Committce.Dr. Belfast Burton, Messrs. Dan-
Iel n. llrownlull, John B. Sammons, Frederick A. Hinton Rev
Richard Allen. ' •

linallcial Committee-Messrs. Charles W. Gardner, John B
Sammons, Thomas Butler. •

. Soli,iti~llJ. Committee-Rev. Richard Allen, Messrs. Samuel
NIckels, WIlliam James, Joseph Ca~sey Thomas Channock Tho­
mas Butler, William C. West, Robert Johnson, Joshua Brown
Edward Johnson, Jeremiah Bowser, Prince G. Laws, Samue'l
Combegy.

PtlblisMng Committee-Dr. Belfast Burton, Messrs. Wil­
liam Whipper, 10hn Dutton.

9
CON."·ENTION OF PEOPI..E OF COLOl1u.

AS much anxiety has prevailed on account of the enact f
I

' n:en
o~ ~w~ In shev~~bal ~tateil of the Union, especially that of Ohio,
a 1'1 gmg t e, I e.rttes and privileges of the Free People of Co­
lour, and subJecttng them to a sel'ies of privations and suffer­
in?s, b)' ~enying, :h~m a. right of rl'sidence, unless tIley comply
WIth cel'tam requIslttonsnot exacted of the Whites, a course at.
together incompa.tible with the principles of civil an~ religious
liberty.

In consideration of which, adelegation ll was appointed from
the states of Connecticut, New York, PennsJlvania, Delaware,
and Maryland, to meet in C,orivention in Philadelphia, to consider
the propriety of forming a settlement in the province of Upper
Ca?a(!a, in order t~ afford a place of refuge to those who may be
obhged to lea\'e th!.'lr homes, as well as to others inclined to emi­
grate with the ,.iew of improving their condition.

The saitl Conl'ention accordingly met in Bethel Church city
of Philadelphia, on the 20th of September, 1850; and havinftO
fully considered the peculiar situation of many of their brethre:'
and the advantages to be del'i"ed from the proposed settlement,
adopted the following

ADDRESS
To the Fm People of Colour oj these United $tatell.

Brethren,
Impressed with a firm and settled conviction, and more espe­

cially being taught by that inestimable and invaluable instrument,
namely, the Declaration of Independence, that all men are borll
free and equal, and consequently are endowed with unalienable
rights, among which are the enjoyments of life, liberty, and the
pursuits of happiness.

Viewing these as incontrovertable (acts, we hat'e been led t.
the following conclusions; that our forlorn and deplorable situatioll
earnestly and loudly demand of us to devise and pursue alllegat
means for the speedy elevation of oUfselyes an" brethren to the
scale and standing of men.

-In conseqnence of Dot bavlng had timely notice, delegates froID otIIet
lloctions of tbe country did not attend I thongh it it hoped that at the Coo­
"eotion on the ti'l'st Memhry in Jtme next, flrIre "il\~ a 10(1\'8 gellml n;p-..
SI!Jl~tion~
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free and equal, and consequently are endowed with unalienable
rights, among which are the enjoyments of life, liberty, and the
pursuits of happiness.

Viewing these as incontrovertable (acts, we hat'e been led t.
the following conclusions; that our forlorn and deplorable situatioll
earnestly and loudly demand of us to devise and pursue alllegat
means for the speedy elevation of oUfselyes an" brethren to the
scale and standing of men.

-In conseqnence of Dot bavlng had timely notice, delegates froID otIIet
lloctions of tbe country did not attend I thongh it it hoped that at the Coo­
"eotion on the ti'l'st Memhry in Jtme next, flrIre "il\~ a 10(1\'8 gellml n;p-..
SI!Jl~tion~
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AmI in pt1rSuit of this !rrcatobjcet, variou!! ways am! meanlJ

"ave been resorted to; amon~ other~, the African Colonization So­
ciety is the most prominent. Not doubting the sincerity of many
friends who are engaged in that cause; yet we beg leave to say.
that it does not meet with our approbation. However great
the debt wllich these United States may owe to injured Africa, .
and howevel' unjustly her SOilS have been made to bleed, and her
QauO'hters to dtin!t of the CUll of affiiction, still we who have been
bor~ and nurtured on this soil, w~, "'hose :labit!l. manners, and
customs are the same in common with other Americans, can never
consent to take our lives in our hands, anll be the bp.arers of the
redress offered by that Bodety to that much omicted country.

Tell it not to barbarians, lest they refuse to be civilised, and
eject our christian missionaries from among them, that in the l1i!1~­

teenth century of the chr:stian N;I, Jaws have been ena~ted tn

some of the states of thil1 (;rcat republic, to compel an unprotect­
ed and harmless portion of our brethren, to leave their homes and
seek an asylum in foreign climes: and in taking a view of the un­
happy situation of many of thesr., whom the 0pPI:essive laws allud­
ed to, continually crowd into the Atlantic cities, dcpellllentfOl'
their support upon their daily labour, nnll who often suller for want
of employment, we hav.e bad to lament. tbat no means have yet
been devise!l for their reHer.

These considerations :1.lVC led Ull to thp- cOllclllSioll, that the
formation of a settlement in the British province of Upper Canada,
would be a great advantagll to the people of colour. In accordance
,vith these views, we pledge ourselves to aid each other by all bon­
(IUrable means, to plant and support one in that country, amI
therefore we earn~stly and most feelingly appeal to our coloured
brethren, nnd to all philanthropists here /lOU elsewhere, to assist
in this benevolent nml important work.

To encourage our brethren earnestly to co-operate with us,
we olfer tlw following. vi.,.. 1st. lJm!er that government no invid­
ious distinction of colour is recognised, but there we shall be en­
titled to all the rights, pril;ileges, and immunitirs of other citizen!!.
Sd. That the languagt>, t1imate, soil, amI prOl!tlrtions l\I'e similar
to those in this country. st!. That land ot the best ~ualit.Y can be
purchased at the moderate price of Olle dollar and fifty cents per
,!lcre, by the one hundred acres. 4th. The market fQr difterenc.
kiads of prodg,ce ...aised in that colony, i. such as to render a suit~

11

aOle reward to tile industrious farmer, equal in our opinioJl to
that of the United States. Aml.lastly, as the erection of !luild.
ings must necessarily claim the attention of the emigrants, we
would invite the mechaRics from our large cities to embark in the
enterprise; the advancement of architecture depending much on
their exertions, as they must consequently take with them the arts
amI impro"ements of our well regulated communities.
. It will be much to the advantage of those who have large fa­

milies, and desire to see them happy and respected, to locate
themselves in a land wl1ere the laws and prejudices of society will
have no elrcct in retarding their advancement to the summit of c:i­
"it and religious improvement.. 'there the diligent student will
'have ample opportunity to reap tile reward due to industry and
perseverence ; whilst those of moderate attainments, ifproperlr
nurtured, may be enabled to take their stand as men in the seve­
ral offices and situations necessary to promote ullion, peace, ordor
and tranquility. His to these we must look for the strength an"
spirit of our future prosperity.

Before we close, we would just remark, that it hilS been a
subject of deep regret to this convention, that we as a people.
have not availingly appreciated every opportunity placed withiJl
our power by the benevolent efforts of the friends of humanity, in
elevating our con~ition to the rank of freemen. That our mental
and physical qualities have not been more actively engaged in pur­
suits more lasting, is attributable in a great measure to a want of
1luity among ourselves; whilst our only stimulus to action has beeR
to become domestics, which at best is but a precarioull an(l degrad­
ed situation.

It is to obviate these evils, that we bave recommended our
views to our fellow-citizens in the foregoing instrument, with
a desire of raising the moral antI political standing of oursclvcs;
and we cannot devise any plan more likely to accomplish this end,
than by encouraging agriculture and mechanical arts: for by the
first, we shall be enabled to act with a degree of independence,
which as yet hlLS fallen to the lot of but few among Ult; and .the
faithful pl.mlUit of the latter, in connection with tbe sciences, which
e:.'tpand amI ennoble the mind, will eventuaUy give 08 the stand­
ing and condition we desire.

To effect these great obj~ct8, we would esrnestly requelt
our brethreJl throughout the United State!!, to co·operate with .1,



10
AmI in pt1rSuit of this !rrcatobjcet, variou!! ways am! meanlJ

"ave been resorted to; amon~ other~, the African Colonization So­
ciety is the most prominent. Not doubting the sincerity of many
friends who are engaged in that cause; yet we beg leave to say.
that it does not meet with our approbation. However great
the debt wllich these United States may owe to injured Africa, .
and howevel' unjustly her SOilS have been made to bleed, and her
QauO'hters to dtin!t of the CUll of affiiction, still we who have been
bor~ and nurtured on this soil, w~, "'hose :labit!l. manners, and
customs are the same in common with other Americans, can never
consent to take our lives in our hands, anll be the bp.arers of the
redress offered by that Bodety to that much omicted country.

Tell it not to barbarians, lest they refuse to be civilised, and
eject our christian missionaries from among them, that in the l1i!1~­

teenth century of the chr:stian N;I, Jaws have been ena~ted tn

some of the states of thil1 (;rcat republic, to compel an unprotect­
ed and harmless portion of our brethren, to leave their homes and
seek an asylum in foreign climes: and in taking a view of the un­
happy situation of many of thesr., whom the 0pPI:essive laws allud­
ed to, continually crowd into the Atlantic cities, dcpellllentfOl'
their support upon their daily labour, nnll who often suller for want
of employment, we hav.e bad to lament. tbat no means have yet
been devise!l for their reHer.

These considerations :1.lVC led Ull to thp- cOllclllSioll, that the
formation of a settlement in the British province of Upper Canada,
would be a great advantagll to the people of colour. In accordance
,vith these views, we pledge ourselves to aid each other by all bon­
(IUrable means, to plant and support one in that country, amI
therefore we earn~stly and most feelingly appeal to our coloured
brethren, nnd to all philanthropists here /lOU elsewhere, to assist
in this benevolent nml important work.

To encourage our brethren earnestly to co-operate with us,
we olfer tlw following. vi.,.. 1st. lJm!er that government no invid­
ious distinction of colour is recognised, but there we shall be en­
titled to all the rights, pril;ileges, and immunitirs of other citizen!!.
Sd. That the languagt>, t1imate, soil, amI prOl!tlrtions l\I'e similar
to those in this country. st!. That land ot the best ~ualit.Y can be
purchased at the moderate price of Olle dollar and fifty cents per
,!lcre, by the one hundred acres. 4th. The market fQr difterenc.
kiads of prodg,ce ...aised in that colony, i. such as to render a suit~

11

aOle reward to tile industrious farmer, equal in our opinioJl to
that of the United States. Aml.lastly, as the erection of !luild.
ings must necessarily claim the attention of the emigrants, we
would invite the mechaRics from our large cities to embark in the
enterprise; the advancement of architecture depending much on
their exertions, as they must consequently take with them the arts
amI impro"ements of our well regulated communities.
. It will be much to the advantage of those who have large fa­

milies, and desire to see them happy and respected, to locate
themselves in a land wl1ere the laws and prejudices of society will
have no elrcct in retarding their advancement to the summit of c:i­
"it and religious improvement.. 'there the diligent student will
'have ample opportunity to reap tile reward due to industry and
perseverence ; whilst those of moderate attainments, ifproperlr
nurtured, may be enabled to take their stand as men in the seve­
ral offices and situations necessary to promote ullion, peace, ordor
and tranquility. His to these we must look for the strength an"
spirit of our future prosperity.

Before we close, we would just remark, that it hilS been a
subject of deep regret to this convention, that we as a people.
have not availingly appreciated every opportunity placed withiJl
our power by the benevolent efforts of the friends of humanity, in
elevating our con~ition to the rank of freemen. That our mental
and physical qualities have not been more actively engaged in pur­
suits more lasting, is attributable in a great measure to a want of
1luity among ourselves; whilst our only stimulus to action has beeR
to become domestics, which at best is but a precarioull an(l degrad­
ed situation.

It is to obviate these evils, that we bave recommended our
views to our fellow-citizens in the foregoing instrument, with
a desire of raising the moral antI political standing of oursclvcs;
and we cannot devise any plan more likely to accomplish this end,
than by encouraging agriculture and mechanical arts: for by the
first, we shall be enabled to act with a degree of independence,
which as yet hlLS fallen to the lot of but few among Ult; and .the
faithful pl.mlUit of the latter, in connection with tbe sciences, which
e:.'tpand amI ennoble the mind, will eventuaUy give 08 the stand­
ing and condition we desire.

To effect these great obj~ct8, we would esrnestly requelt
our brethreJl throughout the United State!!, to co·operate with .1,



12
by forming soc:ieties au~iliar'!1 to the Parent Inatitutioll, about be­
ing established in the city of Philadelphia, under the patronage of
the GENltRAL CO:'iYENTION. And ,ve further recommend to our
'Hende and brethren, who reside in places where, at present, this
Illay be impracticable, eo far to aid us, by contributing to the funds
of the Parent Institution; and, if disposetl, to appoint one dele­
late to represent them in the next Convention, to be held in Phi­
ladelphia the first Monday in June next, it being fully understood,
~at organized eocieties be at liberty to send any Dumber of dele­
lateB not exceedingfille.

Signed by order of the Convention,

Rev. RICHARD ALLEN, PmidUlt,
Sl:nior Bi,bop or the African Melhodi,t Bpi,oopal Churches.

JJ:INlUS C. MOREL, Sectttarg.
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