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PREFACE

M o d e m  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o f  f u r n i t u r e  and  

o t h e r  o b j e c t s  o f  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  n o n - e l i t e  a r e n a  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  num ber  o f  f a c t o r s .  The 

f i r s t ,  and  p e r h a p s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i s  " r e a d y - m a d e , "  n a m e ly ,  

t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  o b j e c t s ,  l a r g e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  s p e c i f i c  

o r d e r s ,  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n f o r m e d  s p e c u 

l a t i o n .  The p r o d u c t s  a r e  m a r k e t e d  i n d i r e c t l y ,  o u t s i d e  o f  

t h e  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  c h i e f l y  t h r o u g h  

t h e  means o f  a d v e r t i s i n g .  The w o r d - o f - m o u t h  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  

i s  o n l y  s e c o n d a r y  a s  an i n c e n t i v e  t o  p u r c h a s e .  W i t h i n  t h e  

s h o p ,  o r  f a c t o r y ,  t a s k s  t e n d  t o  be s p e c i a l i z e d ;  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  

o f t e n  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t o r y  i t s e l f ,  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o 

d u c i n g  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t .  The a r t i s a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  l i v e  and  

work i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  The work f o r c e  i s  m o b i l e ;  t h e  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o r k e r s  who s t a y  a t  one j o b  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  

e n t i r e  p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .

One o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  

i s  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i d  n o t  e v o l v e  

s u d d e n l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  and  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  h a s  o f t e n  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  t h o u g h t .

v
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vi

R a t h e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a  k i n d  o f  " m e r c a n t i l e  r e v o l u t i o n "  

p r e d a t e d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h i s  

" r e v o l u t i o n "  was  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o f  p r o d u c t s .

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom  1?60 t o  1810 ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

was an  u r b a n  c e n t e r  w i t h  a  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n g  m a r k e t .  T h e re  

was a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  an a c c e s s i b l e  a r e a .  

The C i t y  f u r n i s h e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a  g r o w i n g  m i d d l e  c l a s s  

a n d  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  a m o n e t a r y  s u r p l u s .  As t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  a  c h a n g e  i n  v a l u e s  and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f rom  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  s u r p l u s  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n d e d  on o b j e c t s  

o f  h o u s e h o l d  d e c o r a t i o n .  T h i s  c o n s u m p t i o n  was  made even  

more  c o n s p i c u o u s  w i t h  a  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  boom a n d  t h e  g ro w in g  

r e p u t a t i o n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a s  a  s t y l e  c e n t e r .

The u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  

f o c u s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  w i t h i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  The 

t e r m  " u p h o l s t e r e r "  was a p p l i e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who r a n g e d  

f rom  t h e  jo u rn e y m a n  who w ork ed  f o r  a  wage t o  t h e  m a s t e r  

m e r c h a n t / u p h o l s t e r e r  who d i r e c t e d  a  l a r g e  u p h o l s t e r y  w o r k 

s h o p  an d  d e a l t  i n  t e x t i l e  f u r n i s h i n g s  and  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  

o b j e c t s  o f  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n ,  i m p o r t e d  and  d o m e s t i c a l l y  

p r o d u c e d .  M ost  u p h o l s t e r e r s  f e l l  somewhere  b e t w e e n  t h e  two 

p o l e s .  The t r a d e  had  s e e n  t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  i n  E u ro p e  a s  

w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  C o l o n i e s  a f t e r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  u p h o l s t e r e d
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s e a t i n g  f u r n i t u r e  an d  b e d s  i n  F r a n c e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .

I n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  c o s t  o f  f a b r i c s  d e c l i n e d  

g r e a t l y ,  a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  so  d i d  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  m o s t  

u p h o l s t e r y  p r o d u c t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n h e r e n t  f r a g i l i t y  

o f  t e x t i l e s  made them a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  v e h i c l e  

f o r  a  f a s h i o n  s t a t e m e n t .

The p r i m a r y  t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  t h a t  w h a t  we 

u n d e r s t a n d  a s  t h e  "m odern"  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  m a r 

k e t i n g ,  and  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  l i k e  u p h o l s t e r y  

e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n ,  

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n . "  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  

t h a t  t h e  s i m p l e  c r a f t s m a n  who w o rk e d  a l o n e  o r  w i t h  one a p 

p r e n t i c e  i n  a  s m a l l ,  lo w  vo lum e s h o p ,  a n d  p r o d u c e d  i t e m s  on 

t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  c l i e n t s ,  h a d  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t ;  i n  

u r b a n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a s  i s  t r u e  t o d a y  a s  

w e l l ,  t h i s  was  one c h o i c e  t h a t  c o u l d  be made by  d i f f e r e n t  

i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r .  The t h e s i s  o f  

p r & - i n d u s t r i a l  m o d e r n i t y  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  a  r a n g e  o f  t h e s e  

c h o i c e s  e x i s t e d .  A t  any  one p o i n t ,  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  p r o 

d u c t i o n ,  m a r k e t i n g ,  an d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w e n t  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  

s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h i s  t h e s i s  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  

w h ic h  was  f i r s t  o u t l i n e d  by  J o h n  R. Commons i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  

s t u d y ,  " A m e r ic a n  S h o e m a k e r s ,  1 6 ^ 8 - 1 8 9 5 :  A S k e t c h  o f  

I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n . " ^  The i n d u s t r i a l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  s h o e -  

m ak in g  t r a d e ,  n a m e ly  " b e s p o k e "  w ork ,  " s h o p "  w o rk ,  " o r d e r "
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w o r k , an d  " m a r k e t "  w o rk ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  an  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  an 

e v o l v i n g  e co n o m ic  s e r i e s  r o u g h l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  

u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s .  T h i s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r ,  how

e v e r ,  r e v e a l s  a  more  c o m p le x  m a r k e t  o r  m i l i e u ,  made up n o t  

o n l y  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t  p r o d u c e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  t h e  o t h e r  d i s 

t r i b u t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  own v / h o l e s a l e  c u s t o m e r s ,  and  

p u r v e y o r s  o f  s e c o n d  h a n d  a n d  i m p o r t e d  r e a d y - m a d e .

The m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  s u c h  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  

t r a d e  i s  l a r g e l y  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  v a r i e t y  and  am o u n t  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  B e c a u s e  u p h o l s t e r e r s '  a c c o u n t  b o o k s  

f o r  t h i s  p l a c e  a n d  p e r i o d  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  u n c o v e r e d ,  i t  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  r e c o r d s ,  how

e v e r  u n e v e n .  T h e se  i n c l u d e  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  r e c o r d s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  b i l l s  a n d  r e c e i p t s ,  a c c o u n t s ,  

i n v e n t o r i e s ,  and  t h e  p r o d u c t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  O t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  

s u c h  a s  t a x  b o o k s ,  c e n s u s  l i s t s ,  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  a n d  

w i l l s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  c o n s u l t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  

c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  h e l p f u l .

W ork ing  f ro m  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  h a s  s e v e r a l  

l i m i t a t i o n s  w h ic h  s h o u l d  be r e c o g n i z e d .  The f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  i n a c c u r a c y  o r  d e l i b e r a t e  d e c e p t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r 

l y  i n  t a x  r e c o r d s ,  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  and  i n v e n t o r i e s .  The 

i n f o r m a t i o n  d o es  n o t  become p l e n t i f u l  u n t i l  1785 o r  1790,  

a f t e r  w h ic h  t im e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  w ere  p u b l i s h e d ,  t h e  c e n s u s
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was  t a k e n ,  a n d  t a x  r e c o r d s  w e re  m ore  r e g u l a r l y  p r e s e r v e d .  

P e n n s y l v a n i a  l a w  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  an  i n v e n t o r y  be  t a k e n ;  

t h o s e  t h a t  do e x i s t  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  y e a r s  

i n  a c r a f t s m a n ' s  p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e .  I n  an  u r b a n  a r e a  t h e  s i z e  

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  nam es  a r e  o f t e n  d u p l i c a t e d ;  i f  a  c h a n g e  i n  

o c c u p a t i o n  o c c u r r e d ,  a s  i t  c a n  be  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  a  n u m b er  

o f  c a s e s ,  i t  becom es  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  f o r m e r  

u p h o l s t e r e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  f r e q u e n t  c h a n g e s  

o f  r e s i d e n c e .

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  l a r g e l y  

d i c t a t e d  by  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  The f i r s t  C h a p t e r  

p u t s  t h e  s t u d y  i n t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t .  The s e c o n d ,  

t h e n ,  s u g g e s t s  t h e  r a n g e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

u p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f ro m  1760 t o  1 8 1 0 .  The n e x t  

t r e a t s  t h e  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  w o r k s h o p  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i 

v i d u a l s  m i g h t  t a k e  p a r t  i n ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  o r  s u c c e s s i v e l y .  

The l a s t  C h a p t e r ,  on t h e  M a r k e t ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n 

t e x t ,  o r  a r e n a ,  w i t h i n  w h ic h  w ork  was done and  t r a d e  

e f f e c t e d .
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CHAFTER ONE
BACKGROUND

The e a r l i e s t  m e d i e v a l  u p h o l s t e r e r s  b o r e  o n l y  a  

l i m i t e d  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e i r  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o u n t e r 

p a r t s ;  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  i n c l u d e d  d e a l i n g  i n  

s e c o n d  h a n d  g o o d s ,  a u c t i o n e e r i n g ,  an d  p a w n b r o k i n g .  The 

f i r s t  known r e f e r e n c e  t o  an U p h o l s t e r e r  i n  E n g l a n d  was t o  

"Godwyn l e  U p h e l d e r e "  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  E ooks  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  

London  i n  129k .  By 1465 ,  when t h e  company was g r a n t e d  a 

c o a t  o f  arms,^ t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  h a d  e v o l v e d  t o  

i n c l u d e  m ak in g  b e d d i n g ,  f u r n i s h i n g  f u n e r a l s ,  a n d  a p p r a i s i n g  

g o o d s ,  b u t  i t  was  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e a t i n g  f u r n i t u r e  and 

e l a b o r a t e  b e d s  i n  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  F r a n c e  w h ic h  l a r g e l y  a c 

c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  a s  a  d o m in a n t  

c r a f t s m a n  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  F r e n c h  u p h o l 

s t e r e r  w e re  d o c u m e n te d  by D e n i s  D i d e r o t  i n  h i s  E n c y c l o p e d i c -̂  

i n  1751* He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r ,  o r  t a p i s s i e r , us a 

" m e r c h a n t  who s e l l s ,  m ak es ,  o r  m a i n t a i n s  u p h o l s t e r y  and  

f u r n i t u r e . "  One o f  D i d e r o t ' s  P l a t e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  i n 

t e r i o r  o f  an u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  B o u t i q u e  ( F i g .  1 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n

1
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A c t j t l  J i f f  .

r tp i < ) \ ) ' t C / '  , f/i/rrit'iif' dune 7iou/t,fUC r t  i7i//crf/i,( O/awu,/r,r

F i g .  1 : The I n t e r i o r  o f  an  1 8 t h  C e n t u r y  F r e n c h
u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  s h o p ,  f ro m  a  P l a t e  by D i d e r o t  
C o u r t e s y ,  H en ry  F r a n c i s  du P o n t  W i n t e r t h u r  
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t o  t h e  m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r  who was i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s h o w in g  

a  p o t e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r  a  f a u t e u i l , women w e re  e n g a g e d  i n  

s e w in g  h a n g i n g s  a n d  c u r t a i n s .  The shop  c o n t a i n e d  s e a t i n g  

f u r n i t u r e  a n d  f r a m e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  f u r n i t u r e ,  m a t t r e s s e s ,  

c u s h i o n s ,  t e x t i l e s ,  l o o k i n g  g l a s s e s ,  a n d  e v e n  a  dog t e d .

R. C a m p b e l l ,  i n  t h e  London  T ra d e s m a n  (1 7 4 7 )»  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  E n g l i s h  u p h o l s t e r e r  a s  t h e  " C h i e f  

A g e n t"  i n  f i t t i n g  up a  h o u s e .  W h i le  " h i s  p r o p e r  c r a f t  i s  

t o  f i t  up B e d s ,  W i n d o w - C u r t a i n s , H a n g i n g s ,  a n d  t o  c o v e r  

C h a i r s  t h a t  h a v e  S t u f f e d  B o t t o m s , " ^  t h e  E n g l i s h  m a s t e r -  

u p h o l s t e r e r  was e x p e c t e d  t o  be a  c o n t r a c t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  a  

c r a f t s m a n .  He em p lo y e d  " J o u r n e y m e n  i n  h i s  own p r o p e r  

c a l l i n g ,  C a b i n e t - M a k e r s ,  G l a s s - G r i n d e r s . . . a n d  a  v a s t  many 

T r a d e s m e n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e c h a n i c  B r a n c h e s " ^ - - a l l  o f  t h e  

s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n t e r i o r  h o u s e h o l d  d e c o r a t i o n .

I n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  F r a n c e ,  u p 

h o l s t e r y  was p r i m a r i l y  an  u r b a n  c r a f t .  An u r b a n  a r e a  

f u r n i s h e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  and  

w e a l t h  n e e d e d  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r .  I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  B o s t o n  was t h e  f i r s t  c e n t e r  c a p a b l e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  

t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  I n  f a c t ,  b e t w e e n  

1725 a n d  1 7 6 0 , a t  l e a s t  2 2 ^ f u r n i t u r e  c r a f t s m e n  w ere  em

p l o y e d  i n  B o s t o n  Town; t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  23 

u p h o l s t e r e r s . ^
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B r o c k  J o b e  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  two 

B o s t o n  u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  Thomas F i t c h  a n d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e ,

S am u e l  G r a n t ,  i n  h i s  t h e s i s ,  The B o s t o n  F u r n i t u r e  I n d u s t r y ,
n

1 7 2 5 - 1 7 6 0 , 1 a n d  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  r e l a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

Thomas F i t c h  was one o f  B o s t o n ' s  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  

u p h o l s t e r e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p r o p e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  an 

u p h o l s t e r e r ,  m a k in g  a n d  s e l l i n g  b e d d i n g ,  b e d  c u r t a i n s ,  an d  

f u r n i t u r e  u p h o l s t e r y ,  F i t c h  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  

m e r c a n t i l e  n e t w o r k .  He was  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  i m p o r t ,  d i s t r i 

b u t i o n ,  a n d  s a l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n i e s  o f  E n g l i s h  t e x 

t i l e s ,  m e t a l w a r e s ,  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  g o o d s .  He owned 

s h a r e s  i n  s e v e r a l  s h i p s  and  h a d  i n v e s t e d  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e .

F i t c h  h e l p e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e  t o  b e g i n  h i s  own b u s i 

n e s s  i n  1728 by  e x t e n d i n g  c r e d i t  t o  h im on u p h o l s t e r y  

m a t e r i a l s ;  t h e  b e g i n n e r  a l s o  c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h e  c o n t a c t s  

t h a t  he  h a d  made w h i l e  i n  t h e  m a s t e r ’ s s e r v i c e .  When t h e  

l a t t e r  d i e d  i n  1736 ,  Sam ue l  G r a n t  i n h e r i t e d  b o t h  t h e  b u s i 

n e s s  a n d  i t s  r e p u t a t i o n .  The f o r m e r  a p p r e n t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

n e v e r  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  e x p o r t  t r a d e  on t h e  s c a l e  o f  h i s  

p r e d e c e s s o r ,  p e r h a p s  due  t o  i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n .  W i t h o u t  

t h e  m ea n s  o f  e x c h a n g e  i n  L o n d o n ,  he was  f o r c e d  t o  f r e q u e n t l y  

r e l y  on B o s t o n  m e r c h a n t - m i d d l e m e n  f o r  w h o l e s a l e  u p h o l s t e r y  

m a t e r i a l s  and  o t h e r  g o o d s .
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Among h i s  many l o n g - d i s t a n c e  c o n t a c t s ,  Thomas F i t c h  

m a i n t a i n e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  Edw ard  S h i p p e n  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  J o b e  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  S h i p p e n  a s  an  E n g l i s h -  

b o r n  m e r c h a n t - u p h o l s t e r e r  who h a d  moved f ro m  E o s t o n  t o
O

P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r o u n d  1 6 8 8 .  C e r t a i n l y  S h i p p e n  was  a  m e r c h a n t ,  

b u t  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  an  u p h o l s t e r e r  ( n a m e l y ,  d i r e c t i n g  an 

u p h o l s t e r y  s h o p )  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e  much m ore  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

d o c u m e n t .  The f i r s t  man who was  a c t u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  an 

u p h o l s t e r e r  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was J o h n  Budd; Budd was i n 

c l u d e d  i n  t h e  1693 "tax l i s t ,  a n d  d i e d  i n  170 4  d u r i n g  a 

" J o u r n e y  i n t o  M a r y l a n d . " ^  A p a r t  f ro m  s m a l l  a m o u n t s  o f  

m oney ,  t h e  o n l y  m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  t h a t  he  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  h i s  w i l l  w e re  "one  B e a v e r  h a t t " and  "one p a i r  

o f  S i l k  G l o v e s . Be t we e n  1690 a n d  1760  t h e r e  w e re  a t  

l e a s t  e l e v e n  u p h o l s t e r e r s  w o r k i n g  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h i s  

n u m b e r  i n c l u d e s  o n l y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  whose p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  

was d o c u m e n te d ;  u n d o u b t a b l y ,  t h e r e  w e re  o t h e r s  who w ere  

em p lo y e d  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  a s  u p h o l s t e r e r s .  B e f o r e  

1 7 6 0 , h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was a p p a r e n t l y  

n o t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  s u p p o r t  a  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  

c r a f t s m e n  who w e re  e n g a g e d  s o l e l y  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  w ork  o f  

u p h o l s t e r y .  J o h n  Housman, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a n n o u n c e d  i n  1 722 ,

a f t e r  b e t w e e n  5*9 y e a r s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  he was
1 1" l e a v i n g  o f f  t r a d e  a n d  g o i n g  f o r  E n g l a n d . " * *  P l u n k e t  

F l e e s o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  e x t e n d e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h i s  

shop  t o  i n c l u d e  c h a i r  m a k in g ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p e te  w i t h  t h e
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1 ?i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  B o s t o n  c h a i r s .  B e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1791■ 

he  h a d  a l s o  i n v e s t e d  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  a n d  owned a  n u m b er  o f  

p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t o w n .* ^

The b a s i c  i n s t r u m e n t s  n e e d e d  t o  s e t  up a s  an  u p 

h o l s t e r e r  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a  m a j o r  i n v e s t m e n t .  T h e se  t o o l s  

d e s c r i b e d  by D i d e r o t  b e t w e e n  1751 an d  1777 ( F i g -  2 ) ^  

c h a n g e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  o v e r  t i m e .  D i d e r o t  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  

n e e d l e  a n d  s c i s s o r s ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t a c k  and  n a i l  d r i v e r s ,  

t u r n e r s ,  a n d  k e y s ,  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  hammer, p u n c h ,  and  

n a i l s .  U p h o l s t e r y  t o o l s  w ere  n o t  u s u a l l y  i t e m i z e d  s e p a r a t e 

l y  f ro m  a  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c r a f t s m a n ’ s p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  a s  

r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y .  I n  1796 ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  W i l l i a m  

B a n k s o n  owned "1 S t e p  l a d e r  & s u n d r i e s "  a t  1 5 / - ; ^  o t h e r  

i t e m s ,  s p e c i f i c  t o  h i s  t r a d e ,  m i g h t  h av e  i n c l u d e d  a  "shew" 

g l a s s ,  c o u n t e r ,  and  m a t t r e s s  f r a m e .  J a m e s  C o r l e y  owned a 

" P a p e r  h a n g e r s  l a d d e r "  ( 6 / - )  i n  1 801 ,  a l o n g  w i t h  "1 i n c o m 

p l e t e  Money S c a l e s  & W e i g h t s " ^  a t  1 / - .  I n  some c a s e s ,  a t  

l e a s t ,  workmen owned t h e i r  own t o o l s .  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  

w hose  s t o c k  i n  h i s  c a b i n e t m a k i n g  and  u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s  

w as  v a l u e d  a t  o v e r  $ 6 , 1 1 2 .  I n  1803 ,  he l e f t  "1 Hand v i s e  & 

b e n c h "  a t  $ 1 . 5 0 , t h r e e  hammers a t  l e s s  t h a n  3 0 0 , "1 b i t  

S t o n e  .2 5  1 Hand b r u s h  . 0 5 . "  "1 C a r p e t  S t r a i n e r  & S t o o l  

1 . 0 0 "  and  "1 P l a n e "  a t  3 0 0 - ^  O t h e r  u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  i n v e n 

t o r i e s  t y p i c a l l y  l i s t e d  o n l y  a  box o f  t o o l s  ( u n s p e c i f i e d )  

o r  " S u n d r i e s . "  Samuel  D a v i e s '  e s t a t e  i s  a l s o  t y p i c a l ;  i t
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i n c l u d e d  "1 Box P a p e r s . . .  2 5 / 1  do T o o l s . . .  1 . 2 5 / 1  S t e p  L a d d e r

The s i t u a t i o n  o f  u p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  e a r l y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

was r o u g h l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  1 5 t h  

a n d  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  E n g l a n d .  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  m a r k e t  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  

t o  s u p p o r t  a  m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r  u n t i l  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n .

A f t e r  l ? 6 o ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  h a d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

a n d  m o n e t a r y  s u r p l u s  t o  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m i n o r  c r a f t s m a n ,  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  E n g l a n d ,  

F r a n c e ,  an d  B o s t o n  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y .
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE INDIVIDUAL UPHOLSTERER

I n  1 7 6 5 . Thomas Hewes o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t

he  made

a l l  S o r t s  o f  UPHOLSTERERS WORK, i n  t h e  
n e a t e s t  a n d  n e w e s t  F a s h i o n s ,  a t  t h e  m o s t  
r e a s o n a b l e  P r i c e s ,  s u c h  a s  Bed an d  
Window C u r t a i n s ,  E a s y  C h a i r s ,  C o u c h e s ,  
M a t t r a s s e s ,  e i t h e r  o f  H a i r  o r  Wool,
F e a t h e r  B e d s ,  S a c k i n g  B o t t o m s ,  C h a i r  .
B o t t o m s  a n d  S h i p  S t o o l s  & c .  & c .  ( F i g .  3)

C o n t e m p o r a r y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  c o n f i r m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e

" p r o p e r  a c t i v i t y "  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r ,  a s  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d

i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  was t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t e x t i l e  f u r n i s h i n g s .

T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  u p h o l s t e r e r s

easily branched into related areas, such as Venetian blind
m a k i n g ,  w a l l  p a p e r i n g ,  a n d  u m b r e l l a  m a k i n g ,  a p p a r e n t l y

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o ,  o r  d e r i v a t i o n  f ro m ,
2

t e x t i l e  f u r n i s h i n g s .  Some p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d - h a n d  

t r a d e ,  a n d  one P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r  a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  he 

w o u ld  f u r n i s h  f u n e r a l s .

A w id e  r a n g e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  f ro m  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  and  j o u r n e y m e n  to  

m a s t e r  m e r c h a n t - c r a f t s m e n . Tax r e c o r d s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  

an d  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  r e v e a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e l a t i v e

9
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M ‘".v

T H O M A S  H £  W E S,
U P K O L S T E l f c f t ,

l a  Chcftnut*ftreet, near Second* 
fheef, P u L A O tL rH U i

ell Sorts of U ph o l* 
_ ee s  W o n ,  m the
nceteil and neweft Faihions, at the 
moft reasonable prices, fuch as 
Beds and Window Curtains, Eafjr 
Chairs, Couches, Matraffci, either 
of Hair or Wool, Feather Beds, 
Sacking Bottom*, Chair Buttoma 
and Ship Stools, Sec, Sec,

T h o s e  that are pleafed to fa
vour him with their C u s t o m ,  

maj depet.d on C a  a t  and n  i «- 
p a t c h . Tbc. 6 W.

F i g .  3 : A d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  Thomas Hev/es,  1765
C o u r t e s y ,  H en ry  F r a n c i s  du P o n t  W i n t e r t h u r  
Museum L i b r a r i e s
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e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n s  an d  

t r a i n i n g ,  and  p a t t e r n s  o f  m o b i l i t y .  W i t h o u t  e x t e r n a l  r e g u 

l a t i o n ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  u p h o l s t e r e r  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l e d  a 

s t r i k i n g l y  " m o d e m "  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  

s e c u r i t y  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  f e u d a l  g u i l d s  o r  t o d a y ' s  eco n o m ic  

s u p e r s t r u c t u r e .

The r e l a t i v e  w e a l t h  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c r a f t s m e n  may 

be  p a r t i a l l y  e s t i m a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t a x  r e c o r d s .  

W i t h o u t  g o o d  a n n u a l  m o n e t a r y  e q u i v a l e n c i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  c h a r t  t h e  y e a r - t o - y e a r  p r o g r e s s  o f  a  s i n g l e  

man.  Tax i n f o r m a t i o n  d o e s  b e g i n  t o  g i v e  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s t a n d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  

m em b ers ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  by o t h e r  k i n d s  

o f  e v i d e n c e .

I n f o r m a t i o n  f ro m  t a x  r e c o r d s  c o n f i r m s  t h e  s t r o n g  

i n d i c a t i o n s ,  d e r i v e d  o r i g i n a l l y  f rom  a d s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t e m 

p o r a r y  r e c o r d s ,  t h a t  e c o n o m ic  l i f e ,  f o r  m o s t  u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  

was p r e c a r i o u s .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  was  t h e  o n l y  u p h o l s t e r e r  t o  a c h i e v e  p e r m a n 

e n t  p r o s p e r i t y ;  i n  1 7 8 3 , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  

" E s q . "  a n d  owned a t  l e a s t  two d w e l l i n g s  a n d  l o t s ,  1^7 o z .  

o f  p l a t e ,  one h o r s e ,  one c h a i r ,  and  two n e g r o e s . ^  The 

g r e a t e s t  num ber  o f  u p h o l s t e r e r s  who a p p e a r e d  on t h e  t a x  

r e c o r d s  w ere  p e t t y  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  many e x i s t i n g  on t h e  edge 

o f  b a n k r u p t c y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  t a x  l i s t s  a l o n e  do n o t  p r o v i d e
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an  i n d i c a t o r  o f  w e a l t h ,  s i n c e  t h e y  do n o t  i n c l u d e  m o s t  

p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  o n l y  a  few u p h o l s t e r e r s  h a d  an y  t a x a b l e s  

a t  a l l ,  an d  t h e s e  i n  v e r y  s m a l l  a m o u n t s .  Women, who may 

h a v e  made up a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  work f o r c e ,  w ere  

r a r e l y  t a x e d .  O t h e r  men who w o rk ed  i n  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e  

f o r  a  wage w ere  a s s e s s e d  a h e a d  t a x ,  i n d i c a t i n g  s i n g l e  

m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  b u t  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  was  r a r e l y  c i t e d ;  many 

o f  t h e i r  names  come t o  l i g h t  t o d a y  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  

named i n  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  e s t a t e  r e c o r d s  o f  a  more s u c c e s s f u l  

c r a f t s m a n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o l l o w  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t r e 

p r e n e u r s  a s  w e l l  a s  jo u rn e y m e n  i n  t h e  t a x  s c h e d u l e s :  some 

c h a n g e d  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  o t h e r s  h a d  common n am es ,  and  many 

moved f r e q u e n t l y ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  and  w i t h o u t .

Only  t h r e e  t a x  p e r i o d s ,  1 7 7 3 / 7 ^ ,  1 7 8 2 / 8 3 ,  and  1 7 9 0 /  

91 ( T a b l e  1 ) ,  c o u l d  be do cu m en ted  w i t h  any s u c c e s s :  t h e i r  

c h o i c e  was  b a s e d  s o l e l y  on t h e  t y p e  and  amount  o f  i n f o r 

m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  The d e c l i n i n g  u s e  o f  t r a d e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  

and  t h e  a c t u a l  s u r v i v a l  o f  t a x  r e c o r d s  f rom  w ard  t o  w ard  

made t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom  1 8 0 0 -1 0  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e .

The 177^ P r o v i n c i a l  Tax L i s t ^  may be c o m p l e t e  

r e g a r d i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  m a le  u p h o l s t e r e r s :  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  

names o f  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w ere  so d e s c r i b e d  i n  ad s  and 

o t h e r  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  d u r i n g  t h e  same y e a r .  Only two o f  s i x  

h a d  t a x a b l e  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  and  W i l l i a m  M a r t i n .  

F l e e s o n  h a d  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s i n c e  1 7 3 9 , b u t
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P r o v i n c i a l  Tax 

 122±________

Tax  (3p» on t h e  L and 
9 / -  p r .  h d . )  

 1222________
P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n

J o h n  Mason

1 2 8 . 5 . 4  
8 a c r e s  
1 h o r s e  
3 s e r v a n t s

no  t a x  
no  p o s s .

P . F .  u p h o l . 4 4  . 1 1 -
And f o r  M .P .  E s t .  . 1 2 . 6

59
Thos  . F l e e s o n  Pn  9 -  
J o h n  L i n t o n  Pn d 9 -  
J o n a t h a n  D r a p e r  Pn 9 -

J .M .  U p h o l  8 . 2 -

J o h n  W e b s t e r no t a x  
no p o s s

J .  W. U p h o l r riP n d . 9 -
J o h n  R oss  Pn  . 9 -

Wm. M a r r o n 3 . 3 . 0
2 s e r v a n t s

W.M. U p h o l r  P n d .9-

C h a s .  A l l e n no  t a x  
n o .  p o s s

J o h n  R o ss no  t a x  
no  p o s s

s e e  W e b s t e r

J o h n  L i n t o n s e e  F l e e s o n

T a b l e  1A : Tax I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Y e a r s  1774  ( 1 7 7 3 ) .  
1783 (1782)  a n d  1793 (1790)
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150
2 d w e l l i n  
147 o z .  p 
1 h o r s e
1 c h a i r
2 n e g r o e s

97
1 cow 
D w e l l i n g  
R e n t e d  p r

Head 2



Tax  ( H o m e r )  S u p p l y  Tax  C e n s u s

1783___________________ 1782________________ 1793______________ 1790

150 1 , 2 8 4 2 f r e e  w h t .
2 d w e l l i n g  & l o t s 989 T x .  6 . 1 2 . 7 1 f r e e  w h t .
147 o z .  p l a t e 58 1 a l l  o t h e r
1 h o r s e 15 1 s l a v e
1 c h a i r 3
2 n e g r o e s 120

97 80 1 f r e e  w h t .
1 cow 3 Tx.  . 8 . 6 4 f r e e  w h t .
D w e l l i n g  & l o t 175
R e n t e d  p r o p e r t y 400

f e m a l e s

Head 2 1 f r e e  w h t .  m ale  > 1 6
1 f r e e  w h t .  f e m a l e
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P r o v i n c i a l  Tax  Tax  (3p* °n  "the I3 an(l
9 / -  p e r .  h d . )

Tax  (

1774 1.773. 1

T h o s .  H a r p e r 75
M e r c h a n d i c e  
D w e l l i n g  & 1

J o h n  C l a y p o o l e

J o h n  D a v i s

O d e l l  F e n n e l l

Andrew H en ry

J a m e s  C a l e y

T a b l e  IB : Tax I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Y e a r s  1774 (1773)> 
1783 (1782)  a n d  1793 (1790)
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T ax  ( H o m e r )  S u p p l y  Tax C e n s u s

1783___________________ 1782_______________ 1793______________ 1790

75
M e r c h a n d i c e  Jk-
D w e l l i n g  & l o t  300

4o P e r s o n a l  L 50 3 f r e e  w h t .  m a l e s > l 6
a n d  f o r  J o s .  7 f r e e  w h t .  f e m a l e s  
H o w e l l ' s  E s t .
D w e l l i n g  £350

D w e l l i n g  750
1 s e r v a n t  12
2 h o r s e  12 
i  c h a i r  12 
60  o z .  P l a t e 2 5  
P e r s o n a l  100

P e r s o n a l  100 3 f r e e  w h t .  m a l e s  > 16
a n d  f o r  T h o s .  2 f r e e  w h t .  m a l e s  0 6  
W i l l i n g s  E s t .  10 f r e e  w h t .  f e m a l e s  
D w e l l i n g  600

1 f r e e  w h t .  m a l e /  16 
1 f r e e  w h t .  m a l e <  16 
5 f r e e  w h t .  f e m a l e s

O c c u p a t i o n  L10 2 f r e e  w h t .  m a l e  > 1 6
1 f r e e  w h t .  m a le  < 1 6
2 f r e e  w h t .  f e m a l e s

p r .  h e a d  1 0 /
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M a r t i n  a d v e r t i s e d  a s  o n l y  a  y o u n g  b e g i n n e r  i n  1 7 7 0 .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  t o  co m p are  t h e  177^  

i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  t a k e n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  r e c o r d e d  i n  

t h e  C o u n t y  Tax D u p l i c a t e . -5 P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  was a p p r a i s e d  a t  

t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l ;  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  h i s .  name was l i s t e d  "Mary 

P i t t ' s  E s t a t e . "  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  l a t t e r ,  i n  t h e  same s e c t i o n ,  

a r e  t h e  names  o f  Thomas F l e e s o n ,  J o h n  L i n t o n ,  a n d  J o n a t h a n  

D r a p e r ,  a l l  a s s e s s e d  a  h e a d  t a x .  The t h r e e  w e re  a p p a r e n t l y  

l i v i n g  i n  F l e e s o n ' s  h o u s e h o l d ,  p r o b a b l y  a s  a p p r e n t i c e s .  

Thomas was P l u n k e t ' s  s o n ;  i n  t h e  1775 t a x  l i s t  h e  i s  l i s t e d  

s e p a r a t e l y ,  a n d  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  an  " u p h o l s t e r e r . "  I t  may be 

s a f e l y  a s su m ed  t h a t  Thomas was t h e  s o n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  

f a t h e r ’ s a d s  i n  1 7 7 5 ‘- "The U p h o l s t e r e r s  B u s i n e s s  i s  a t  

p r e s e n t  c a r r i e d  on by PLUNKET FLEESON a n d  SON."^  A f t e r  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  Thomas became a  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  was i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  P r i m i t i v e  B a p t i s t  C h u rch  i n  

D e l a w a r e . ? J o h n  L i n t o n ' s  h i s t o r y  was a l m o s t  a s  v a r i e d .  I n  

1 77 4 ,  he was a d v e r t i s i n g  h i s  s k i l l s  a s  an  u p h o l s t e r e r  i n
Q

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  The y oung  u p h o l s t e r e r  was b a c k  i n

P h i l a d e l p h i a  by 1 7 7 9 - ^ He was d e s c r i b e d  a s  an  u p h o l s t e r e r

on t h e  1780 l i s t ;  t h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be u s e d

u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1783;  i n  t h e  t a x  l i s t  o f  t h e  same y e a r  he
1 f)was a s s e s s e d  o n l y  a  h e a d  "tax. I n  1791 » "the C i t y

1 1D i r e c t o r y  d e s c r i b e d  J o h n  L i n t o n  a s  a  " s h o p k e e p e r "  ( t h i s  

o c c u p a t i o n  was l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1790  c e n s u s , ^  a s  w e l l ) ,  i n
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1793 a s  a  " t r u n k  m a k e r ,  and  i n  1809 a s  a  " s a d d l e r .

D r a p e r  d i d  n o t  s u r f a c e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a s  an  

u p h o l s t e r e r  a f t e r  1773-

W i l l i a m  M a r t i n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was l i s t e d  a l o n e  

i n  1 7 7 3 1 t a x e d  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  r a t e  f o r  a  m a r r i e d  man.  J o h n  

Mason was l i s t e d  i n  t h e  same Ward a t  t h e  same v a l u a t i o n  and  

t a x .  Thomas L a w r e n c e ,  who d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  177^  l i s t

a t  a l l ,  was  r e c o r d e d  a s  an  u p h o l s t e r e r  t h e  y e a r  " b e fo re ,  an d
1 f)t a x e d  a t  a  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  r a t e .  The a p p e a r a n c e  o f

L a w r e n c e ' s  name a g a i n  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  u s i n g

t h e s e  r e c o r d s .  The o n l y  o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a  man o f  t h e

same name i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e x t  ( a s  an  u p h o l s t e r e r  o f  on

a  r e l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n )  w e re  i n  1 7 5 6 ,  when a  L a w ren ce  (no

f i r s t  name) a d v e r t i s e d  w i t h  B l a n c h  W h i t e ,  " U p h o l s t e r e r s

f ro m  L o n d o n ,"■*■? a n d  when t h e  t a x  l i s t s  r e c o r d e d  Thomas
1 RL a w re n c e ,  U p h o l s t e r e r ;  he  i s  n o t  r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n

o t h e r  l i s t s .  I n  1 8 0 2 ,  a  J o h n  L a w re n c e  was l i s t e d  i n  t h e
1 QC i t y  D i r e c t o r y  a s  a  " p a p e r h a n g e r . "  7

A l s o  i n  t h e  '7 3  "tax l i s t ,  t h e  name o f  J o h n  R oss  was
20r e c o r d e d  u n d e r  J o h n  W e b s t e r ; R o s s  h a d  s i g n e d  a  r e c e i p t  

f o r  W e b s t e r  i n  1 7 7 1 - ^  B o th  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  p a i d  

o n l y  t h e  h e a d  t a x .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o 

o r d i n a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e .  A l t h o u g h  no  t a x a b l e  p o s s e s s i o n s  

w ere  r e c o r d e d ,  W e b s t e r  a p p a r e n t l y  h e a d e d  a l a r g e  s h o p ,  

d i r e c t l y  e m p l o y i n g  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  men and  women, i n c l u d i n g

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



2 1R o s s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f ro m  1767 t o  177^-. a f t e r  w h ic h  he  

d i s a p p e a r e d .  Some o f  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  d i s c r e p a n c y  m i g h t  be 

e x p l a i n e d  i n  a  1770 n e w s p a p e r  n o t i c e  i n  w h ich  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  

o f  h i s  g o o d s  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  h i s  c r e d i t o r s  was  a n n o u n c e d .  

He a p p a r e n t l y  l i v e d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  b a n k r u p t c y ,  a n d  s i n c e  a  

w i l l  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d  and  n o  f u r t h e r  a d s  a p p e a r  i n  o t h e r  

c i t i e s ,  he  may h a v e  g one  b a c k  t o  E n g l a n d  o r  l e f t  t h e  

b u s i n e s s .

The 1 7 8 2 / 8 3  t a x  p e r i o d  i s  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  by an

a b r i d g e d  t a x  l i s t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  I 883  w h ic h  was  p u b l i s h e d  by
23W i l l i a m  H o r n o r  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  F u r n i t u r e . J The 

l i s t  i n c l u d e s  a l l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f u r n i t u r e  c r a f t s m e n  who w e re  

so  d e s c r i b e d  o r  c o u l d  be a s c e r t a i n e d  f rom  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .

Even  t h o u g h  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was n o t  q u o t e d ,  

a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h i s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t a x  l i s t s  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l ,  i f  n o t  s u p e r i o r  

i n  c o m p l e t e n e s s .  T h i s  l i s t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

b a s e d  on t a x a b l e  p r o p e r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  on o c c u p a t i o n .

The H o r n o r  l i s t  i n c l u d e s  f o u r  u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  J o h n  

Mason,  J o h n  L i n t o n ,  Thomas H a r p e r ,  and  J o h n  C l a y p o o l e ;  i t  

a l s o  i n c l u d e s  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  a s  an  " u p h o l s t e r e r , " e v en  

th o u g h  he  i s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " E s q u i r e "  i n  

o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  F l e e s o n  h a s ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  m o s t  t a x a b l e  p r o p 

e r t y  and  t h u s  t h e  h i g h e s t  t a x .  On t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  a r e  J o h n  

Mason and Thomas H a r p e r .  L i n t o n  and  C l a y p o o l e  own no t a x a b l
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p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  C l a y p o o l e ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  o r  e a r n i n g  p o t e n t i a l  

i s  t a x e d  a t  a  h i g h e r  r a t e  t h a n  i s  L i n t o n ' s .  As c o m p a r i s o n ,  

t h e  1782  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S u p p l y  Tax  s c h e d u l e ^  i n c l u d e d  

two o f  t h e  n am es  f ro m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  F l e e s o n  an d  Mason,  

a n d  two t h a t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  on t h e  f o r m e r  l i s t ,  G e o r g e  

H a u g h t o n  an d  Hyns T a y l o r .  The f i r s t  two a p p e a r  t o  be i n  t h e  

same r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  t o  one a n o t h e r  v i s - a - v i s  t h e i r  

v a l u a t i o n . ^ 5  G e o r g e  H a u g h t o n  d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  ’ 83  l i s t  was 

m ade ;  h i s  v a l u a t i o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  was f a i r l y  l o w .

T a y l o r ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  seems t o  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  f rom  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  b e t w e e n  I 883  a n d  1 887 ;  i n  1782 he  was t a x e d  a t  

a  m i d d l e  r a t e . ^ ?  J o h n  C lay p -o o le  may n o t  h a v e  s e t  up h i s  

u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  b e f o r e  1783* T h e r e  i s  no 

o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  why H a r p e r  a n d  L i n t o n  w e re  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  

t h e  ' 8 2  s c h e d u l e .

The i n f o r m a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  C o u n ty  Tax a s s e s s m e n t  o f
2 81793 c a n  b e  c o l l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  F e d e r a l  C e n s u s  o f  

291 7 9 0 .  Of t h e  t e n  men who w ere  d e s c r i b e d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r

a s  u p h o l s t e r e r s  an d  whose nam es  a p p e a r  on t h e  1790 C e n s u s ,

t h e  C e n s u s  l i s t e d  o n l y  f i v e  wri t h  t h e  t i t l e  o f  u p h o l s t e r e r .

P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  " E s q u i r e , "  J o h n  D a v i s  and

J o h n  Mason w e re  i n c l u d e d  w i t h o u t  an y  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  and

J o h n  L i n t o n  an d  Sam ue l  Eer.ge w ere  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  " s h o p k e e p e r "
30a n d  " u m b r e l l a  m a k e r , "  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The C e n s u s  n u m b e r s ,  

i n  o r d e r ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  f r e e  w h i t e  m a l e s  o v e r  16 ,  f r e e  w h i t e
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m a l e s  u n d e r  16 ,  f r e e  w h i t e  f e m a l e s ,  a l l  o t h e r  f r e e  p e r s o n s ,

a n d  s l a v e s . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o n l y  F l e e s o n ' s

a n d  B e n g e ' s  h o u s e h o l d s  i n c l u d e d  f r e e  n o n - w h i t e s ,  p r o b a b l y

n e g r o e s .  F l e e s o n  owned one  s l a v e ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  " M u l a t t o e
32G i r l "  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  w i l l . '

The C o u n ty  Tax A s s e s s m e n t  o f  1793 i s  u n e v e n .  Of t h e
33t e n  who w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  C i t y  D i r e c t o r y ^  o f  t h e  same
34y e a r ,  o n l y  f o u r  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  t a x  s c h e d u l e . J The l a r g e  

n u m b e r s  o f  women r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  1790 C e n s u s  i n  t h e  h o u s e 

h o l d s  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a s 

s e s s m e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  l a r g e r  e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t s  w h ic h  c o u l d  g e n e r a t e  in c o m e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  

r e g u l a r  wage l a b o r .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e s c r i b i n g  a  s m a l l ,  o n l y  m o d e r a t e l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  g r o u p  o f  c r a f t s m e n ,  t h e  t a x  r e c o r d s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  

a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  m o b i l i t y .  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  an d  C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  

( a f t e r  1 7 35)  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  movement 

w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h o u t .  T a b l e s  2 a ,  b ,  an d  c 

l i s t  t h e  nam es  o f  u p h o l s t e r e r s  who l i v e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  

a n d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  am ount  o f  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  w o rk e d  a s  u p 

h o l s t e r e r s  i n  t h e  C i t y ;  t h e  n u m b ers  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  

g r a p h  a r e  A, t h e  n u m b er  o f  y e a r s  t h a t  e a c h  u p h o l s t e r e r  

a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s ,  an d  B, t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l o c a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  b u s i n e s s  w i t h i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  I f  t h e  o r i g i n  o r  

d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u l d  be d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h i s
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i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

l i n e .

Even  t h o u g h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y  m u s t  be 

v i e w e d  a s  t e n t a t i v e ,  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  

r e s i d e n c e  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was 5*0 y e a r s  f o r  a  w o r k i n g  u p 

h o l s t e r e r ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b er  o f  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  

t h e  C i t y  was 1 . 9*  G i v e n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c r a f t s m e n  who w o rk ed  

f o r  one  y e a r  i n  o n l y  one l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  s e c o n d  f i g u r e  i s  

q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t .  The r a t e  o f  m o b i l i t y  was q u i t e  h i g h  

w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h o u t .  T h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  

s t r i k i n g l y  " m o d e r n . "

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom  1760 t o  1 8 1 0 ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  

o f  t h e s e  w o r k s h o p s  t e n d e d  t o  s h i f t  f ro m  t h e  n o r t h ,  a l o n g  t h e  

w a t e r f r o n t ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  a n d  t h e n ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

t o  t h e  w e s t ;  t h i s  m ovement  r o u g h l y  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  g e n 

e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c r a f t s m e n  f o l l o w e d  

t h e i r  c l i e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w o r k s h o p s  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  

c l u s t e r  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  u n l i k e  f u r n i t u r e  m a k e r s  o r  

o t h e r  c r a f t s  g r o u p s .  The maps  i n  F i g .  4 an d  5 show t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r s '  w o r k s h o p s  

i n  1770 and  1 7 9 0 . 35

A v e r y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r s  

w e re  r e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t s  who h a d  b e e n  t r a i n e d  a b r o a d .  T h i s  

f a c t  was f r e q u e n t l y  n o t e d  i n  t h e i r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  I n d e e d ,
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U p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 770-75

1 .  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n

2 .  Wm. M a r t i n

3 .  J o h n  Mason 

J o h n  W e b s t e r

5- C h a r l e s  A l l e n

6 . G e o rg e  R ic h e y

7 . J .  R o s s

8 . T h o s .  H a r p e r

9 . Hyns  T a y l o r

1 0 .  Geo.  H a u g h to n

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



26

f l
i l U t B E R R Y

3

D E L A W A R E
R I V E R

C H E S T N U T

LA
W A L N U T

H I

n

S P R U C E

I

F i g .  5 : L o c a t i o n  o f  U p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1790-91

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



26

□ 3□
a

n
D E L A W A R E  

R I V E R

s

I

1 .  S a m u e l  Benge

2 .  J o h n  C l a y p o o l e

3 .  F .  De L 'Orrae

4 .  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n

5 .  T h o s .  H u r l e y

6 .  J o h n  Mason

7 .  O d e l l  F e n n e l l

8 .  Andrew H e n r y

9 .  T h o s .  J a q u e t t

1 0 .  J o h n  L i n t o n

1 1 .  J o h n  D a v i s

1 o f  U p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1790-91
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some c r a f t s m e n  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  c l a i m  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  R e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  

a b r o a d  a p p a r e n t l y  i m p l i e d  t h e  c r a f t s m a n ' s  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  

t h e  l a t e s t  E u r o p e a n  s t y l e s .

Of 33 c r a f t s m e n  who a d v e r t i s e d  t h e i r  u p h o l s t e r y  

b u s i n e s s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  b e t w e e n  1760 an d  1 8 1 0 ,  16 l i s t e d  

some k i n d  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  S c o t l a n d  o r  

I r e l a n d .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  v e r i f y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c l a i m s .  

G e o r g e  R i c h e y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  came t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f ro m  New 

Y ork  a f t e r  1 7 6 5 . I n  New Y o rk ,  h e  h a d  a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  he 

" l a t e l y  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  b e s t  u p h o l s t e r e r s  sh o p  i n  L ondon ;  

i n  1 7 7 1 ,  on t h e  ev e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  R i c h e y  c l a i m e d  t o  be 

" f r o m  E d i n b u r g h , i n  h i s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a d ,  r e v e a l i n g  an 

o p p o r t u n i s t i c  d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  E u r o p e a n  b a c k 

g r o u n d  w h i l e  d i s a s s o c i a t i n g  h i m s e l f  f rom  E n g l i s h  a n t e c e d e n t s .

A v e r y  few  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r s  who p r a c t i c e d  t h e i r  

t r a d e  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  h a d  e v e n  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

W o r s h i p f u l  Company o f  U p h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  L o n d o n .  An 

A p p e n d i x  t o  K a r i n  W a l t o n ' s  a r t i c l e  on t h e  same s u b j e c t ^ ®  

l i s t s  t h e  c r a f t s m e n  by name,  d a t e ,  a n d  m e th o d  o f  a d m i s s i o n ,  

w i t h  s u b s e q u e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  J o h n  M ea rs  a n d  J o h n  J o a d  w ere  

b o t h  a d m i t t e d  i n  177 9 ,  t h e  f o r m e r  by P a t e r n i t y ,  an d  t h e  

l a t t e r ,  S e r v i t u d e .  Hymners  T a y l o r - e n t e r e d  i n  175^ "by 

S e r v i t u d e ;  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  and  d a t e s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  i n  L o n d o n - ^  

a r e  c o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  Hyns T a y l o r  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,
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s u g g e s t i n g  a  f a t h e r - s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

S u r v i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r s  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e i r  e c o n o m ic  e x i s t e n c e  was m o d e r a t e l y  s u c 

c e s s f u l  b u t  p r e c a r i o u s  a l l  t h e  sam e .  Among t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

t h e r e  was a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  h o r i z o n t a l  m o b i l i t y ,  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  

c h a n g e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  a n d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  f o r e i g n -  

b o r n  c r a f t s m e n .  The f o l l o w i n g  C h a p t e r  d e a l s  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  

t h e  r o l e s  t h a t  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  m i g h t  u n d e r t a k e ,  s u c c e s s i v e l y  

o r  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  w o r k s h o p .

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



CHAPTER THREE
THE WORKSHOP

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  t e r m ,  " w o r k s h o p , "  h a s  b e e n  m o s t  

b r o a d l y  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  l o c a t i o n  w here  work i s  

d o n e .  C o n te m p o r a r y  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  C o l o n i a l  c r a f t  

p r a c t i c e s  h a s  l e d  t o  a  g e n e r a l  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  an  1 8 t h  

c e n t u r y  w o rk sh o p  was t h e  p l a c e  w here  a  p r o d u c t  was t u r n e d  

o u t  by h a n d ,  by a  m a s t e r  c r a f t s m a n  who, a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  

d i r e c t l y  s u p e r v i s e d  e a c h  s t a g e  o f  i t s  m a n u f a c t u r e .  Even 

Sam B a s s  W a r n e r ,  i n  h i s  book ,  The P r i v a t e  . C i t y . c o n c l u d e d  a s  

p a r t  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  " p r i v a t i s m "  t h a t  c r a f t s m e n  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w orked  a l o n e  i n  a  w o rk sh o p ,  

w i t h  o n l y  one o r  two a p p r e n t i c e s .  J o h n  R. Commons, m  h i s  

1901 a r t i c l e ,  "A m er ican  S h o e m a k e rs ,  1 6 4 8 -1 8 9 5 :  A S k e t c h  o f  

I n d u s t r i a l  E v o l u t i o n , "  was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  u r b a n  t r u t h  i n  h i s  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r a i l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  s h o e m a k e r s ’ 

t r a d e .  However ,  e v e n  th o u g h  he d o c u m en ted  c h a n g i n g  r e l a 

t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  w o r k s h o p s ,  h i s  i n s i s t a n c e  on an
2

e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o g r e s s i o n  i s  m i s l e a d i n g .

R e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  m ode l  o f  t h e  s o l i t a r y  c r a f t s m a n  w o rk in g  w i t h i n  h i s  

own shop  was o c c a s i o n a l l y  a  l i t e r a l  r e a l i t y ,  and t h a t  l a b o r

29
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g e n e r a l l y  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  a l a r g e r ,  more  f l e x i b l e  c o n t e x t .  

D e t e r m i n e d  t o  a  l a r g e  d e g r e e  by t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a r k e t ,  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  t o  p r o d u c e  a  p r o d u c t  c o u l d  i n 

c l u d e  j o u r n e y m e n  an d  " c o n t r a c t , "  c r a f t s m e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

a p p r e n t i c e s  and  o t h e r  lo w  l e v e l  o r  u n s k i l l e d  e m p l o y e e s ,  

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r / e n t r e p r e n e u r .  

I n d e p e n d e n t  u p h o l s t e r e r s  and  o t h e r  f u r n i t u r e  c r a f t s m e n ,  f o r  

e x a m p le ,  f r e q u e n t l y  d i d  " p i e c e "  o r  c o n t r a c t  work  f o r  o t h e r  

s h o p s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p a t r o n s  o f  t h e i r  own. I t  seem s t o  

be  more  v a l u a b l e ,  t h e n ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  

p a p e r ,  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o rd ,  " w o r k s h o p , "  

t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  f l e x i b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  t o  p r o d u c e  a 

p r o d u c t  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  p a r t -  

n e r s h i p - - m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r s - - r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  a s  a 

p h y s i c a l  l o c a t i o n .  The l a t t e r  c a n  an d  h a s  b e e n  m i s l e a d i n g  

i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .

The s i z e  an d  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  w o rk sh o p  o v e r  t i m e  was 

v a r i a b l e ,  p r o b a b l y  d e p e n d i n g ,  t o  a  l a r g e  d e g r e e ,  on eco n o m ic  

a n d  p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s .  T e c h n i c a l l y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i t  c o u l d  be  

com posed  o f  one man ( o r  woman) who t o o k  on a c o m p l e t e  j o b  

a l o n e ,  l i t e r a l l y  c o n t r a c t i n g  t h e  work t o  h i m s e l f .  A d e 

s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  m i g h t  be s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  

Common's e a r l y  s e t t l e d  c r a f t s m a n ,  e n g a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  

" b e s p o k e "  o r  c u s to m  o r d e r  work;  t h i s  s t a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  was 

n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  c h r o n o l o g y  o r  e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e
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P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e .  More t y p i c a l l y ,  u p h o l s t e r y  

w ork  was d i v i d e d  o r  s u b c o n t r a c t e d ,  a s  i n  Common's " s h o p , "  

" o r d e r , "  o r  " m a r k e t "  s t a g e s . - ^  The b a l a n c e  o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r  

w i l l  d e s c r i b e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w o r k s h o p  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  c a t e g o r y ,  

a n d  t h e n  e x p l o r e  t h e  r o l e s  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  u p h o l s t e r e r  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  s e p a r a t e  j o b s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .

I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  u p h o l s t e r e r s '  a c c o u n t  b o o k s ,  t h e  

o n l y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w o rk sh o p  t h a t  c a n  y e t  be  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

d o c u m e n t e d  i s  t h a t  o f  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  who h ad  a  r e l a t i v e l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s ,  an d  d i e d  i n  1 8 0 3  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  h i s  

e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  c a r e e r .  W e v i l l  h i m s e l f  was  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

an  1802  l e t t e r  o f  r e f e r e n c e  f rom  W i l l i a m i n a  C a d w a l a d e r  t o
L

Ann R i d g e l y  a s  " a  goo d  Workman a n d  a n  h o n e s t  M a n ."  When 

he  f i r s t  a d v e r t i s e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  1 7 9 9 .-'’ he c l a i m e d  t o  

h a v e  h a d  n e a r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  L o n d o n ,  s u p e r v i s i n g  

t h e  work i n  two o f  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  u p h o l s t e r y  h o u s e s ;  when he 

a r r i v e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  he  s e t  up  b u s i n e s s  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  

t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  h o u s e  and  s t o c k - i n - t r a d e  o f  t h e  l a t e  Sam u e l  

B e n g e .

A l a t e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  same y e a r  d e s c r i b e d

h i s  i n v e n t o r y :

h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  U p h o l s t e r y  
B u s i n e s s  i n  a l l  i t s  b r a n c h e s  . . .  Bed and 
Window C o r n i c e s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  
n e w e s t  t a s t e ,  g i l t  o r  s a i n t e d ,  t o  s u i t
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t h e  f u r n i t u r e ;  b r a s s  a n d  i r o n  r o d s  and  
s t a p e s  f o r  s t a i r s ,  c a r p e t i n g ,  V e n e t i a n  
b l i n d s ,  & c . . . . J u s t  i m p o r t e d  i n  t h e  
A c t i v e ,  f rom  L o n d o n . . . a  q u a n t i t y  o f  
H a i r  S e a t i n g ,  G o l d  l e a f ,  C o m p o s i t i o n ,  
G l a s s  P a p e r ,  S a t t i n - W o o d ,  and  Mahogany 
K n i f e  C a s e s ,  P o r t a b l e  D e s k s  f i t t e d  up 
c o m p l e t e . . . .A l s o  f o r  s a l e ,  a  q u a n t i t y  
o f  E l e g a n t  P r i n t s ,  f i n e  S a t t i n - w o o d ,  
t u l i p  wood,  a n d  p u r p l e  wood V e n e e r s ,  
and  an  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  S t r i n g i n g  &c f o r  
C a b i n e t  m a k e r s .  An A p p r e n t i c e  w a n t e d . °

I n  t h e  1800 C e n s u s ,  W e v i l l ' s  h o u s e h o l d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

one m a l e  b e t w e e n  16  an d  26  y e a r s ,  one b e tw e e n  26  a n d  4 5 .  

one f e m a l e  b e t w e e n  10 and  1 6 , and  f o u r  f e m a l e s  b e t w e e n  16
n

and  2 6 .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  somewhat  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r 

p r e t  b e c a u s e  h i s  w i l l  ( F i g .  6 , A a n d  B ) , w r i t t e n  o n l y  t h r e e  

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  m e n t i o n s  a  w i f e ,  Ann, one  d a u g h t e r ,  a n d  two
O

s o n s .  One s o n ,  N i c h o l a s ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  c l o s e  t o  b e i n g  o f  

a g e ,  a s  he  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  a  p a r t n e r  t h e  y e a r  

a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e c e a s e .  The o t h e r  son may, i n  f a c t ,  

h a v e  b e e n  a p p r e n t i c e d  e l s e w h e r e .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  a d u l t  f e m a l e s  

w e re  p r o b a b l y  em p lo y ed  a t  "women 's  w o rk "  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

As d i s c u s s e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  D e n i s  D i d e r o t  had  p i c t u r e d  women 

e n g a g e d  i n  s e w in g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  h a n g i n g s  and  c u r t a i n s  i n  

h i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  shop ( F i g .  4 ) .

The C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  o f  1801 l i s t e d  t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  

n e x t  t o  W e v i l l ' s  name: 193 C h e s t n u t  ( " u p h o l s t e r e r " ) ,  c o r n e r

o f  F i f t h  S t r e e t  ( " W e v i l l  & H a l l ,  c a b i n e t m a k e r s " ) ,  and  

c o m e r  o f  7 t h  ( W e v i l l  & H a l l ,  Mahogany M e r c h a n t s ) .  9 i n
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1 8 0 2 ,  one o f  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  was damaged by  a  f i r e ,  a n d  W e v i l l  

a d v e r t i s e d  a  s a l e  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s t o c k  f o r  r e a d y  money t o  

m e e t  i m m e d i a t e  d e b t s ;  i n  t h e  same a d ,  he  a s s u r e d  a  c o n t i n u 

a n c e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  "Ware-Room" a t  t h e  C o r n e r  o f  

F i f t h  a n d  C h e s t n u t . ^

I n  h e r  l e t t e r  t o  M rs .  R i d g e l y  e n c l o s i n g  W e v i l l ' s

r e f e r e n c e ,  M rs .  C a d w a l a d e r  a l s o  s e n t  a  n o t e  f ro m  t h e  u p -
1 1h o l s t e r e r  h i m s e l f  ( F i g .  7 ) .  I n  i t ,  W e v i l l , d e s c r i b e d

C anopy ,  F i e l d ,  an d  S t r a i t  h i g h p o s t  b e d s t e d s  a n d  t h e i r  p r i c e s

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  f i n i s h i n g  an d  s i z e . "  I n  h e r  c o v e r

l e t t e r ,  W i l l i a m i n a  C a d w a l a d e r  a d v i s e d :

you w i l l  o b s e r v e  t h e s e  p r i c e s  a r e  w i t h o u t  
c u r t a i n s — s h o u l d  you be o b l i g e d  t o  h a v e  
new b e d s t e d s  I  c a n  p u r c h a s e  w h i t e  m u s l i n  
v e r y  lo w  w h ic h  w i l l  l o o k  n e a t  a t  p r e s e n t  
an d  h e r e a f t e r  s e r v e  t o  l i n e  b e t t e r .

A p p a r e n t l y  M rs .  R i d g e l y  p u r c h a s e d  g o o d s  f ro m  W e v i l l ,  a s  a

r e c e i p t  ( F i g .  8 ) f o r  $ 1 4 1 . 5 0  was s i g n e d  i n  1 8 0 3 * ^

When R i c h a r d  W e v i l l  d i e d  i n  180 3 ,  an  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  

r e m a i n i n g  c a b i n e t  w a re  an d  u p h o l s t e r y  g o o d s  an d  m a t e r i a l s  

was  c o n d u c t e d  by J o h n  an d  H e n ry  C o n n e l l y  a t  t h e  "Ware-Room" 

a t  5 ‘th  an d  C h e s t n u t ,  a n d  was a p p r a i s e d  a t  $ 3 , 1 ^ 2 . 7 7 ; ^  a d d i 

t i o n a l  m ahogany  an d  o t h e r  w oods ,  p r o b a b l y  a t  t h e  7 t h  S t r e e t  

l o c a t i o n ,  came t o  $ 9 6 9 - 5 5  ( F i g .  9 A t h r o u g h  F ) . ^  The 

r e a d y - m a d e  u p h o l s t e r e d  f u r n i t u r e  i n c l u d e d  c h a i r s  ( a n d  f r a m e s ) , 

s e t t e e s ,  e a s y  c h a i r s  ( a n d  f r a m e s ) ,  and  a  s o p h a ;  a l s o  l i s t e d  

w ere  b e d s t e a d s  ( l a r g e  F r e n c h ,  Mahogany F i e l d ,  v a r n i s h e d
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F i e l d ,  o t h e r  f i e l d  b e d s ,  low  p o s t ,  a n d  f o u r  p o s t )  an d  

m a t t r a s s e s .  The a p p r a i s e r s  a l s o  f o u n d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  y a r d a g e  

o f  C h i n t z ,  D i m i t y ,  a n d  H a i r  S e a t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l a c e ,  g im p,  

t a s s e l l s ,  a n d  l i n e .

E v i d e n c e  f rom  t h e  a c c o u n t s  ( F i g .  10 A t h r o u g h  F) o f

W e v i l l ' s  e s t a t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e c e a s e ,

W e v i l l  d i r e c t l y  e m p lo y e d  f o u r  w o r k e r s ,  Mary a n d  R o s a n n a

O u r t , L e w is  N i c h o l a s ,  an d  J o h n  A c k l a n d . ^  L e w is  N i c h o l a s

was  t h e  e m p lo y e e  who l a t e r  j o i n e d  w i t h  W e v i l l ' s  s o n  t o  fo rm  
1 Aa  p a r t n e r s h i p .  The e s t a t e  a c c o u n t s  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  p ay m e n t  

t o  a  c a r p e n t e r ,  j o i n e r s ,  and  o t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t  u p h o l s t e r e r s .

An i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  d e b t s  ( F i g .  11 ,  A an d  B) t o  t h e  

e s t a t e  c f  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  u p h o l s t e r e r s  

Sam uel  Benge  ( $ 1 6 . 4 0 ) ,  J o h n  Rea ( $ 2 9 - ^ 0 ) ,  O l i p h a n t  & W i l s o n  

( $ ^ . 0 0 ) ,  Mr.  A n th o n y  ( $ 3 - ^ 1 ) .  a n d  Mr.  L a f o r g u e  ( $ 1 1 .7 8 )

I t  a l s o  p a i d  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  " P e t e r  D u b s i e l . . . f o r  a  s a c k i n g  

b o t t o m "  ( $ 2 . 5 0 ) .  J o h n  J o a d ,  "amo^ o f  d e c e d e n t s  n o t e  & 

p r o t e s t "  ( $ 1 1 7 . 7 5 ) .  " O l i p h a n t  and  W i l s o n  t h e  a c c o u n t  i n  

f u l l "  ( $ 3 1 . 5 5 ) .  a n d  " P h i l i p  Jam e s  - -  do - -  do" ( $ 3 1 . 2 k ) . 18 

R i c h a r d  W e v i l l  d i d  n o t  own l a n d  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  l e a s e d  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t i e s ;  t h e  f i r m  o f  W e v i l l  and  N i c h o l a s  l a t e r  

p a i d  r e n t  t o  t h e  l e a s e h o l e  o f  t h e  E s t a t e . ^9

The c o n c e p t  o f  r o l e ,  a s  a s o c i a l l y  e x p e c t e d  b e h a v i o r  

p a t t e r n ,  e n a b l e s  one t o  o r d e r  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n
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Î <«. A><
''“ /2&» Ae»&*f^£U

gsjCt * «1 — /S’dSw-,,
.. .................

. . . . - .  ■ y ■ ;.->
&: . . _ ., 

US
a?J*fiJ,VS3255?:

- -
. ■**+*% \tf-

B . »̂v

<jh>~f'./•!•/' AjMtfiC- "r' ' . Z Y 1 ....
'*£,. . Y - ■---- -- - '- i..#

•: ^  .  -■■ r ~ -

'irf- <«, _ . ..

y  t / w « .  _  .̂ ." ■___i . ___ *.//,.p ir
t ,_____   y J, jjf

^  ——. ' ,/X tA rm . _  -...^_—v 29n —
<y?’ t Jfc'? cJ tsC% €t*s*~ ,_____     _•' 3A

• A r ^ * r S f 9 9 % - f i

m

F i g .  10D : A c c o u n t s  o f  E s t a t e  o f  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  S e p t e m b e r  
1 8 0 3 - J a n u a r y  1510

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



Fig. 10E : Accounts of Estate of Richard Wevill, September
1803-January 1810

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



Fig. 10F : Accounts of Estate of Richard Wevill,
1803-January 1810

S e p t e m b e r

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



51

i s s s i i i

F i g .  11A : I n v e n t o r y  o f  D e b t s  t o  E s t a t e  o f  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  
S e p t e m b e r  1 8 0 3 - J a n u a r y  1810

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



Fig. 11B : Inventory of Debts to Estate of Richard Wevill
September 1803-1anuary 1810

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



53

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  u p h o l s t e r e r  a t  w o r k .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  many u p h o l s t e r e r s  d i d  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  j o b s ,  

r e q u i r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s ,  s u c c e s s i v e l y  and  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  I n  W e v i l l ' s w o r k s h o p ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  w ork  r o l e s  o r  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s  m i g h t  be  d e s c r i b e d  

a s  m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r ,  a p p r e n t i c e ,  woman, j o u r n e y m a n ,  and  

t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  " c o n t r a c t "  w o r k e r .  E v i d e n c e  f rom  o t h e r  

s o u r c e s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r  r o l e s ,  

t h e  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t  an d  t h e  s l a v e .  The u s e  o f  t h e  r o l e  

c o n c e p t  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a  d e v i c e  f o r  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  o f  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s ;  a t  

t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

s t a t u s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e .

The M a s t e r  U p h o l s t e r e r  was t h e  c o n d u c t o r  o r  t h e  

c o n t r a c t o r  o f  h i s  own w o r k s h o p .  The same i n d i v i d u a l  m i g h t  

a l s o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a c o n t r a c t  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  sh o p  o f  a n o t h e r .  

D e p e n d i n g  upo n  t h e  s i z e  o f  h i s  w o r k s h o p ,  t h e  m a s t e r  may 

h a v e  b e e n  i n t e g r a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  may 

s i m p l y  h a v e  s u p e r v i s e d  t h a t  a c t i v i t y .  A n o t h e r  j o b / a c t i v i t y  

t h a t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be p a r t  o f  t h e  m a n a g e r i a l  r o l e  was 

t h a t  o f  s a l e s ,  o r  d e a l i n g  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  c u s t o m e r ;  t h e  

D i d e r o t  p l a t e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  b o u t i q u e  p i c t u r e s  t h e  

m a s t e r  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s h o w in g  h i s  w a r e s  t o  a  p o t e n t i a l
POc u s t o m e r  ( F i g .  1 ) .  The t r a d e  c a r d  o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  G i l b e r t ,  

an  E n g l i s h  u p h o l s t e r e r ,  shows him i n  t h e  same a c t i v i t y .  I t
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i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d o c u m en t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  among 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  due  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s p e c i f i c  

e v i d e n c e .  H ow ever ,  t h e  i n f e r e n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h i s  c a s e  

i s  t h e  " p e r s o n a l "  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a d s ;  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  s t r e s s e d  

h i m s e l f  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he  was  p r o b a b l y  t h e  one t o  m e e t  t h e  

p u b l i c .

F o rm a l  p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n  m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r s  w ere  

r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e ,  an d  w e re  g e n e r a l l y  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  o f  

t i m e ,  when t h e y  d i d  e x i s t .  The c h a r t  i n  T a b l e  4 l i s t s  t h e  

f o r m a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h ic h  c o u l d  be d o c u m e n te d  t o  d a t e ;  t h e  

mean d u r a t i o n  was a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  Some u p h o l s t e r e r s  

a d v e r t i s e d  t h e i r  u n i o n  o r  i t s  d i s s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s ;  

o t h e r s  a p p e a r  t o g e t h e r  i n  D i r e c t o r i e s  o r  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

b i l l s  and  r e c e i p t s .  Of t h e  r e c o r d e d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e tw e e n  

1760 a n d  1810 ,  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h i s  s m a l l  s a m p le  w ere  r e l a t e d  

by b l o o d ,  m a r r i a g e ,  o r  p r e v i o u s  w o r k in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

T h e re  a r e  few s u r v i v i n g  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  d o c u m e n ts  

f o r  u p h o l s t e r e r s .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  e v i d e n c e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  an a p p r e n t i c e  f rom a  . journeyman i n  w o r k 

sh o p  r e c e i p t s  o r  i n v e n t o r y  a c c o u n t s .  T a b le  4 i n c l u d e s  a l l  

o f  t h e  em p lo y ee  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h ich  c o u l d  be d e t e r m i n e d  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i f  i t  c o u l d  be 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .

Those  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  d o c u m e n ts  w h ich  do s u r v i v e  l i s t
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1 s t  name 2nd name P r e v i o u s  A pprox .  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  d a t e s  
( i f  any  s p e c . )_______

P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  & Son
(Thomas?)

P a t e r n a l  1775

W e n d e l l & J a q u e t t 1785

(Hyns) & A m e l i a  T a y l o r  S p o u se 1787

B r u c e M a t h i s o n 1794

Lang D a v i e s 1 7 9 6 -9 7

C o ck s & C o . 
( A i t k e n ? )

em p lo y e e  1 7 9 7 -9 9

O l i p h a n t W i l s o n 1801-06

W e v i l l  N i c h o l a s  Son & f o r m e r  1 8 0 4 -1 0
em p lo y e e  o f  
R. W e v i l l

J a q u e t t  & H i c k s  F o r m e r  1 8 0 6 -0 8
em p lo y ee

W e v i l l  H a l l  1801

T a t l e  3 : P a r t n e r s h i p s ,  1 7 6 0 -1 8 1 0
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v i o u s  A pprox .  
a t i o n s h i p  d a t e s  
' an y  s p e c . )______ _

Source of
Information

N o t e s

; e m a l

D u s e

p l o y e e

>n & f o r m e r  
i p l o y e e  o f  
, W e v i l l

) rm e r
n p l o y e e

1775 

1785 

178 7 

179^

1 7 9 6 -9 7

1 7 9 7 -9 9  

1801-06 

1804-10  

1806-08 

1801

a d v e r t i s e m e n t

B i l l ,  1785 
( P . B . - n d  R e c . B k .)

a d v e r t i s e m e n t

d i r e c t o r y ,  179^

d i r e c t o r y

a d v e r t i s e m e n t
' 9 7 - 9 9

b i l l  ( G r a v a l )  1802 
d i r e c t o r y  
f a t h e r ' s  a c c t s .

t o  1810 
d i r e c t o r y

d i r e c t o r y

A i t k i n  h a n d l e s  
C o c k ' s  e s t a t e  

1799

son  o f  R. W e v i l l
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E m p l o y e r  E m p lo y e e  R e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i f  A
 ______________________________   S p e c i a l ____________

J o h n  W e b s t e r  Ann K i n g  " h a d  c a r e  o f  w om en 's  wk" (
( E l i z .  C l a y p o o l e ) *  ( a p p r e n t i c e )  b
J o h n  R o s s  ( a p p r e n t i c e )  b

T h e o b .  E n t  a p p r e n t i c e  1

Wm. F l e m i n g  ( a p p r e n t i c e )

G eo .  H a u g h t o n  ( j o u r n e y m a n )  bi
"d o n e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  wk"

J o h n  D a v i s  J .  R i c h e y  bi

J o h n  J o a d  G eo .  B r i d e n p a r t  ( a p p r e n t i c e )  b<

T h o s .  J a q u e t t  G. H i c k s  "my m a s t e r "  bt
( a p p r e n t i c e )

J . McLeod a p p r e n t i c e

Wm. M o r t i n  Hugh F e g a n  a p p r e n t i c e  I '

C. J a f f r e y  ( j o u r n e y m a n )  b(

Wm. W i l s o n  J o h n  P i c k i n  a p p r e n t i c e  U

J o h n  S t u r g e s  a p p r e n t i c e

J o h n  R ea  Wm. C h r i s t y  a p p r e n t i c e

P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  J n .  L i n t o n  ( a p p r e n t i c e )  be

W e v i l l  & N i c h o l a s  N. H e w in g s  a p p r e n t i c e  ^

^ P a r e n t h e s e s  () i n d i c a t e s  d o u b t

T a b l e  4A ; Em p lo y ee  R e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  1 7 6 0 - 1 8 1 0
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, if App. Dates Source of Information Notes

women' s  w k "

i n c i p a l  wk"

( 1 7 6 9 ) - 7 5
b e f o r e  1772  
b e f o r e  1772

1 7 ? 2 - ( 1 7 7 8 )

b e f o r e  1773

b e f o r e  1774

b e f o r e  1785

b e f o r e  1795  
- ( 1 8 0 7 )

b e f o r e  1801 
-1 8 02  

1 8 0 0 - ( 1 8 1 0 )

1 7 7 3 - ( 1 7 8 3 )  

b e f o r e  1775

1 8 0 4 - ( 1 8 0 9 )

1 8 0 4 - 1 8 0 9

1 8 0 5 - ( 1 8 1 1 )

b e f o r e  1774  

1 8 1 0 - ( 1816)

a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  1775  
l e g e n d
s i g n e d  f o r  W., 1772  

( C a d w a l a d e r )
P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s :  R e e s .

o f  I n d e n t u r e s  
s i g n e d  f o r  VJ, 1773 

( C a d w a l a d e r )  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  1775

s i g n e d  f o r  D, 1 7 8 5  
( C a d w a la d e r )

s i g n e d  f o r  J ,  1795  
( T r o t t e r )

s i g n e d  f o r  J  (Read  
Fam. P a p e r s )

P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s :  R e e s ,  
o f  I n d e n t u r e s

P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s :  R e e s .
o f  I n d e n t u r e s  

s i g n e d  f o r  M, 1775 
a d v .  " s u c c e s s o r  t o " ,  1775

P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s :  R e c .
o f  I n d e n t u r e s  

P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s :  
G u a r d i a n s  o f  P o o r

P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s : R e c . 
o f  I n d e n t u r e s

c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ,  c i t e d  i n  
W i l l  (1791)

P h i l a .  C i t y  A r c h i v e s :  
G u a r d i a n s  o f  P o o r

r e a s s i g n e d  
t e r m  6 : 1 : 0

a g e d  1 1 : 3 : 1 9  
t e r m  9 : 8 : 1 1

t e r m  1 0 : 4 : 2 6

t e r m  5 : 0 : 0

age  1 6 : 6  
t e r m  4 : 6

a g e  1 5 : 1 : 3  
t e r m  5 : 1 0 : 2 7

a g e  1 4 : 1 : 2 3  
t e r m  6 : 1 1 : 7
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E m p l o y e r

S a m ' l  Benge  

Mr. E d e n

E m ployee

J o h n  Rea  

J . B i rm in g h am

R e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i f  
S p e c i a l ________

" f o r m e r l y  w i t h  S . B . "  

i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t

Apj

he:

he:

Andrew H e n ry

T h o s .  J a q u e t t  
R . W e v i l l

A l e x r .  M c C o n n e l l  ( a p p r e n t i c e )

D a v id  Thomson 
Mary O r t  
R o s i n a  O r t  
L e w is  N i c h o l a s  
J o h n  A c k l a n d

"my M a s t e r "  ( a p p r e n t i c e )  
(w o m e n 's  work)
(w o m e n 's  work)  
j o u rn e y m a n  
j o u m e y m a n

he:

he
he
he
he
he

^ P a r e n t h e s e s  ( )  i n d i c a t e s  d o u b t

T a b l e  4B : Em ployee  R e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  1 7 6 0 -1 8 1 0
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App. Dates Source of Information Notes

B . "

t

e n t i c e )

"before  1799 a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  1799

b e f o r e  1773 a d v . :  r a n  away f ro m  G o l d e n -
H i l l

b e f o r e  1796 b i l l :  T r o t t e r

b e f o r e  1796  b i l l :  T r o t t e r
b e f o r e  1803 W e v i l l  a c c t s .
b e f o r e  1803 W e v i l l  a c c t s .
b e f o r e  1803 W e v i l l  a c c t s .
b e f o r e  1803 W e v i l l  a c c t s .

o w n e r ,  b r e w e r ,  
" u p h o l s t e r e r  
by t r a d e "

S e e  F i g .  10
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t h e  u s u a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a r t  an d  m y s t e r y  t o  he 

c o n v e y e d ,  l e n g t h  o f  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t e r m i n 

a t i o n .  I n  a l l  c a s e s ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  s e r v i c e  was  s e t  r e l a 

t i v e  t o  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  a g e  o f  2 1 .  W i th  few  e x c e p t i o n s ,  

a c t u a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  a p p r e n t i c e s  c l u s t e r e d  

i n  two p e r i o d s ,  t h e  1 7 7 0 ' s a n d  t h e  1 7 9 0 ’ s ,  a f f i r m i n g  a  

s h o r t a g e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  l a b o r  i n  t h e  two p e r i o d s .  I n  t h e s e  

a d s ,  some u p h o l s t e r e r s  f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  p r o s p e c t i v e  

" b o y s "  b e  g e n t e e l  a n d  come w e l l - r e c o m m e n d e d . W h i le  i n d e n 

t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  may h a v e  w o rk e d  i n  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e ,  t h e r e  

i s  one s u r v i v i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t  who was

a n  " U p h o l s t e r e r  by T r a d e ; "  I n  1 7 7 3 .  J a m e s  B i rm in g h a m  r a n
?1away f ro m  a  Mr.  E d e n ,  b r e w e r ,  on "G o ld e n  H i l l . "

T h e r e  i s  no  c e r t a i n  e v i d e n c e  w h ich  c o n f i r m s  t h a t  

b l a c k  s l a v e s  w e re  a c t u a l l y  e m p lo y e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  

u p h o l s t e r y  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Two u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  

own n e g r o e s .  The c e n s u s  o f  1790 r e c o r d e d  one s l a v e  i n  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d  o f  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n ,  E s q . ^  I n  179^-. S t .  V i c t o r  

T r a n q u i l l e ,  an  " U p h o l s t e r e r  o f  t h i s  C i t y , m a d e  a p u b l i c  

p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a  g r o u p  o f  Q u a k e r s  who h a d  f r e e d  a  s l a v e  

man whom he h a d  b r o u g h t  w i t h  him f rom  S t .  Domingo.

W i t h i n  t h e  workshop ,  f e m a le  u p h o l s t e r e r s  were 

employed a t  "Women' s  w o r k . "  I n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  i n  1 7 7 5 .  Ann 

King ,  "who had  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  Women's work,  i n  t h e  Upho l -
ph

s t e r y ,  a t  Mr. John  W e b s t e r ' s ,  f o r  n e a r  s even  y e a r s , "
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a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  s h e  was  t h e  " f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  t o s s e l  m a k e r

t h a t  e v e r  b r o u g h t  t h a t  b r a n c h  o f  b u s i n e s s  t o  any  d e g r e e  o f

p e r f e c t i o n ; "  s h e  a l s o  made f r i n g e s ,  c o r d ,  a n d  m a t t r a s s e s

" o f  e v e r y  s o r t . "  I n  1 7 8 7 .  A m e l i a  T a y l o r ,  who h a d  f o r m e r l y

a d v e r t i s e d  a s  a  " m i l a n e r  a n d  m a n t u a  m a k e r , "  p u b l i s h e d  an

a d  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d :  "H. & A m e l i a  T a y l o r ,  U p h o l s t e r e r s

f ro m  S t .  J a m e s ,  L o n d o n . T h e  same s o l i c i t a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,

" W an ted ,  a  Young Woman, a s  an  A p p r e n t i c e . "  I n  179^-. Sam uel

B e n g e ,  i n  an  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f e a t u r i n g  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p a g e ,
P As o u g h t  " S e v e r a l  w o m e n . . . t o  w ork  a t  t h e  a b o v e  b r a n c h . "

Many f e m a l e  u p h o l s t e r e r s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  

o n l y  u p o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ;  o t h e r s  who w e re  l i s t e d  

a s  s e a m s t r e s s e s  may h a v e  done  p i e c e  w o r k .  F e m a le  u p h o l s t e r e r s  

a p p a r e n t l y  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  b u t  t h e  

n u m b e r s  o f  women e m p lo y e d  i n  t h i s  b r a n c h  c a n n o t  be  e a s i l y  

e s t i m a t e d ,  due t o  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  o f -  

r e c o r d i n g  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

The r o l e  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y m a n  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e  i s  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e f i n e .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  

j o u r n e y m e n  w e re  day  l a b o r e r s  who h a d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  a p 

p r e n t i c e s h i p  an d  w o r k e d  f o r  a  wage i n  t h e  s h o p  o f  a n o t h e r .

I n  1802,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  W i l l i a m  S t a b l e s  o f  B a l t i m o r e  a d 

v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C-aze t t e  and  D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r  

f o r  "One o r  two Jou rn ey m en  U p h o l s t e r e r s ,  good workmen,  t o  

whom l i b e r a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  and c o n s t a n t  employment  w i l l  be 

g i v e n .
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Some o f  t h e  e m p lo y e e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e  

5  may a c t u a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  b e t w e e n  a  m a s t e r  a n d  a  j o u r n e y m a n .

I t  i s  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e p a r a t e  j o u r n e y m e n  f ro m  t h o s e  i n 

d e p e n d e n t  u p h o l s t e r e r s  who m a i n t a i n e d  a  sh o p  o f  t h e i r  own 

b u t  d i d  p i e c e  w o r k ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  a d v e r t i s e d  o r  a  s e p a r a t e  

b i l l  s u r v i v e s .  T ru e  j o u r n e y m e n  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  s u r f a c e d  i n  

t h e  r e c o r d s .

When he  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  l e a v e  P h i l a d e l p h i a

i n  1 7 7 5 .  W i l l i a m  M a r t i n  b e g g e d  " l e a v e  t o  recommend C h a r l e s

J a f f r e y ,  who c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  a s  a  p e r s o n  f i t  an d
PRc a p a b l e  t o  s u c e e d  him i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s . "  A r e c e i p t  d a t e d  

e a r l i e r  t h e  same y e a r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  J a f f r e y  was  f o r m e r l y  

i n  t h e  e m p lo y  o f  M a r t i n ,  a s  a  j o u r n e y m a n  o r  p o s s i b l y  an  

a p p r e n t i c e .  I n  1 7 7 5 .  G e o r g e  H a u g h t o n  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  w h i l e  

h e  h a d  s e r v e d  a  r e g u l a r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  i n  L o n d o n ,  he h a d  

"d o n e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  work  some t i m e  i n  t h i s  c i t y  f o r  Mr. 

W e b s t e r . T h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

j o u r n e y m a n  m i g h t  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  a p e r m a n e n t  one i s  

u n r e s o l v e d .

B e c a u s e  t h e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  was no  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t e r m  

f o r  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  " c o n t r a c t "  u p h o l s t e r e r ,  

t h i s  p h r a s e  i s  u s e d  t o  e m p h a s i z e  i t s  p a r t i c i p a n t ' s  i n d e 

p e n d e n t  s t a t u s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  

d e b t o r s  t o  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l  o n l y  b o u g h t  m a t e r i a l s  

f ro m  h im ,  t h e  a m o u n t s  i n v o l v e d  make i t  more l i k e l y  t h a t  he
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d i d  w o rk  f o r  them  i n  h i s  own s h o p .  O t h e r  r e c o r d s  s u p p o r t  

t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  T h e r e  i s  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  u p h o l s t e r e r s  

d i d  i n d e p e n d e n t  work  i n  c a b i n e t m a k e r s '  w o r k s h o p s ;  t h i s  

p r a c t i c e  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  

o v e r a l l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  m a r k e t .
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE MARKET

I n  h i s  b o o k ,  M a r k e t i n g  M a n a g e m e n t , P h i l i p  K o t l e r  

d e f i n e d  " m a r k e t "  a s  "an  a r e n a  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  e x c h a n g e s .

I n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c o r e  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h a t  a r e n a - -  

s u p p l i e r s ,  p r o d u c e r s ,  m a r k e t i n g  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s , an d  f i n a l  

c u s t o m e r s - - w e r e  j u s t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e c o m in g  i n s t i t u 

t i o n a l i z e d .  The u p h o l s t e r y  w o r k s h o p ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was an  

i n t e r m e d i a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p r o d u c e r .  U p h o l s t e r e r / e n t r e p r e -  

n e u r s  i m p o r t e d  an d  made r e a d y - m a d e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n t r a c t e d  

f o r  c u s to m  u p h o l s t e r y .  C a b i n e t  w o r k s h o p s  c o u l d  f u n c t i o n  i n  

a  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r  by e m p l o y i n g  u p h o l s t e r e r s ;  m e r c h a n t s ,  

a u c t i o n e e r s ,  an d  o t h e r s  c o m p e te d  a s  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  i n  t h e  

u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e .

The s u p p l i e r s  o f  u p h o l s t e r y  m a t e r i a l s  w e re  v a r i e d .  

P r o d u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s ,  l i k e  f a b r i c ,  t r i m ,  t a c k s ,  e t c . ,  were  

o b t a i n e d  d i r e c t l y  f rom t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  an d  i n d i r e c t l y  f rom  

o t h e r  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s .

Some p r o d u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  w e re  m a n u f a c t u r e d  l o c a l l y .  

P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  a d v e r t i s e d  " A m e r ic a n  P a p e r  H a n g i n g s ,  Manu

f a c t u r e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  n o t  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  g e n e r a l l y
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i m p o r t e d ,  an d  a s  lo w  i n  P r i c e . I n  1797•  Thomas J a q u e t t  

s o l d  " A m e r ic a n  M a n u f a c t u r e d  C o t t o n  Bedtickings."3

U p h o l s t e r e r s  o r d e r e d  many g o o d s  d i r e c t l y  f ro m  

a b r o a d ;  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  w e re  p r o b a b l y  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  

E u r o p e a n  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s , r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t l y  f ro m  t h e  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  I n  1775> Thomas H a r p e r  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  he 

h a d  " i m p o r t e d  by t h e  London  P a c k e t ,  C a p t a i n  Cook,  a  n e a t  

a s s o r t m e n t  o f  U p h o l s t e r y  Goods  an d  P a p e r  H a n g i n g s . " ^

U p h o l s t e r e r s  a l s o  p u r c h a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  

f ro m  d r y  g o o d s  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  o t h e r  m id d le m e n  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

an d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  C o l o n i e s .  When t h e s e  were  s c a r c e ,  t h e y  

w ere  o f t e n  a t  t h e  m ercy  o f  t h e  i n d i r e c t  s u p p l i e r s .  A 1776 

l e t t e r  f ro m  Edv/ard S h i p p e n  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  J a s p e r  

Y e a t e s ,  i n f o r m e d  t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  

t h a t  h e  h a d  o r d e r e d  w ould  be h i g h e r  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  q u o t e d  

by  t h e  c r a f t s m a n ,  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n ;  F l e e s o n  e x c u s e d  h i m s e l f ,  

s a y i n g  " e v e r y  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  he h a s  o c c a s i o n  t o  buy i s  r a i s e d  

i n  i t s  p r i c e  f rom  i t s  s c a r c i t y  and  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  E x o r b i 

t a n c e  o f  t h e  s h o p k e e p e r s . " ^  I n  1779,  J o h n  Mason e x p r e s s e d  

a d e s i r e  so o n  t o  s e e  " s u c h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g o o d s  a r r i v e  a t  

t h i s  f r e e  p o r t ,  a s  t h a t  he may d i s p a t c h  b u s i n e s s  on much 

e a s i e r  t e r m s  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t . " ^

I n  t i m e s  o f  s c a r c i t y ,  some u p h o l s t e r e r s  a d v e r t i s e d  

f o r  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  1784,  Thomas H a r p e r  s u b m i t t e d
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such an advertisement for wall paper: "Wanted, a quantity
o f  P a p e r  H a n g i n g s  f o r  ro o m s .

G oods  w e re  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r s ’ 

c u s t o m e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

f a b r i c  t h e y  w a n t e d  u s e d ,  o r  b e c a u s e  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  t h e  c a s h  o r  c r e d i t  t o  i n v e s t  i n  t h e  s t o c k .

A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  c o p p e r  p l a t e  f a b r i c  

t h r o u g h  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  J o h n  C a d w a l a d e r  

o r d e r e d  s i l k  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  R u s h t o n  a n d  B e a c h c r o f t ,  London ,  

i n  1 7 7 1 : 8

. . . 1 1 9  y d s  R i c h  B l u e . S i l k  D a m a s k . . .  1 2 / 6  7 4 : 7 : 6
50^  y d s  B l u e  h E l l  S a r c e n e t . . .  3 /  7 : 1 1 : 6
55 y d s  B l u e  Deep S i l k  F r i n g e . . .  3 / 1 0  1 0 : 1 0 : 1 0
50 y d s  N a r r o w . . .D o . . . 2 /  5 : - ~
15 B l u e  L a r g e  S i l k  T o s s e l l s . . . 2 / 3  1 : 1 3 : 9
12 S m a l l . . . d o . . . 1 / 9  1 : 1 : - -
45 Yds B lu e  L i n e . . . 4 d  —: 1 5 : —
58 Yds R i c h  S i l k  D am ask . . .  1 2 / 6  3 6 : 5 : - -
38  Yds Y e l lo w  i  y a r d  S a r c e n e t . . .  2 / 4  4 : 8 : 8
36  y d s  Y e l l o w  Deep S i l k  F r i n g e  . . .  3 / 1 0  6 : 1 8 :  —
24 y d s  N a r r o w . . . do . . .  2 /  2 : 8 : - -
30 Yds Y e l l o w  S i l k  L i n e . . . 4 d  - : 1 0 : - -
10 - -  Y e l l o w  L a r g e  S i l k  T o s s e l l s . . .  2 / 3  - : 1 4 :  —

Ca.se

E 1 5 3 :5 = 9

John  W e b s t e r  u s e d  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t o  make f o u r  window c u r t a i n s  

" l i n e d  and f r i n g e d , "  f o r  t h e  f r o n t  and back p a r l o r s ,  w i t h  

"3 S o f a s  D°" and "20 C h a i r s  Dco ^\ MS

I n  1784,  John  Mason a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  he w i s h e d  " t o  

be employed  i n  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a s  an U p h o l s t e r e r  by t h o s e  

L a d i e s  and Gen t l emen  t h a t  f i n d  i t  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  buy t h e
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m a t e r i a l s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  o r  a d v a n c e  t h e  money f o r  t h e  s a m e . " - ^  

F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M a s o n ' s  p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  on t h e  demands  

o f  h i s  c r e d i t o r s ,  a n d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he  moved t o  

B a l t i m o r e .

As a  p r o d u c e r ,  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  w o r k s h o p  s o l d  

m a t e r i a l s ,  g o o d s ,  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  o t h e r  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  a s  

w e l l  a s  t o  t h e i r  f i n a l  c u s t o m e r s .  The i n t e r m e d i a r y  t h e n  

f u r t h e r  p r o c e s s e d  o r  s i m p l y  r e - m a r k e t e d  t h e  p r o d u c t .  A l 

t h o u g h  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a  d i s c o u n t  was 

o f f e r e d  o n l y  f o r  h u l k  p u r c h a s e s ,  t h e r e  i s  some e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  m e r c h a n d i z e r s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  a n d  

r e t a i l  m a r k e t s .  I n  1797» when Thomas J a q u e t t  a d v e r t i s e d  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  M a n f a c t u r e d  C o t t o n  B e d t i c k i n g s ,  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  

he a l s o  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  " s t o r e k e e p e r s  may be s u p p l i e d  w i t h

t h e  a b o v e  t i c k i n g  a t  t h e  u s u a l  c r e d i t .  S o l d  a l s o  by 
11r e t a i l .

T h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t

c a b i n e t m a k e r s  and f u r n i t u r e  c r a f t s m e n  w e re  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r s '

f r e q u e n t  c u s t o m e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  a l s o

o f  m a t e r i a l s  and  f i n i s h e d  g o o d s .  J o h n  Mason a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t
12" J o i n e r s  w i l l  f i n d  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t o  em ploy  h i m . "  I n  

1775* G e o rg e  H a u g h to n  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  u p h o l s t e r  

f u r n i t u r e  "on v e r y  lo w  t e r m s  f o r  C a b i n e t - m a k e r s ,  i n  e x c h a n g e  

f o r  c a b i n e t  g o o d s . D a v i d  E v a n s '  s e c o n d  day book  (1 7 8 2 -  

95)  d o c u m e n t s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e
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u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  J a q u e t t ,  D a v i s ,  an d  H u r l e y .  I n  1 7 8 6 ,  E v a n s  

made b e d  r a i l s  a n d  V e n e t i a n  b l i n d s  f o r  J o h n  D a v i s ;  t h e  u p 

h o l s t e r e r  p a i d  h im i n  c a s h  an d  w i t h  a  s a c k i n g  b o t t o m  and  

c o r d .  E v a n s ’ a c c o u n t s  w i t h  Thomas H u r l e y  a r e  d a t e d  f rom  

178 6  t o  1 7 9 0 .  M ost  o f  t h e  w ork  i n v o l v e d  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  u p 

h o l s t e r e d  f u r n i t u r e .  E v a n s  a l s o  b o u g h t  two b u r e a u  t a b l e s  

w h i c h  H u r l e y  h a d  p u t  up  f o r  s a l e  a t  t h e  C i t y  Vendue i n  1787-  

T h e i r  a c c o u n t  was s e t t l e d  i n  c a s h  and  s e r v i c e s :  H u r l e y  "was 

t o  p a p e r  ( h i s )  f r o n t  Room" a n d  E v a n s  "was t o  mend two t a b l e s
1 jUf o r  h im  w h i c h  d i d  s t e e l e  a l l  a c c o u n t s . "

The p a p e r s  o f  D a n i e l  T r o t t e r  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s

t y p e  o f  e x c h a n g e .  One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  b i l l s ,

d a t e d  1 7 8 6 - 8 9 . s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  d e b t  o f  D a n i e l  T r o t t e r  t o  t h e

E s t a t e  o f  J o h n  D a v i s

Mr. D a n i e l  T r o t t e r
t o  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  J o h n  D a v i s  D.

1786
F eb ^  6 t h  To S t u f f i n g  a S e t t e  i n  C an v a s

f o r  M- Jam es  B a y a r d  L 7 - 0 . 0
To - -  d °  a  s m a l l  S e t t e e  i n  C anvas  6 . 1 0 . - -

O c t .  11 To - -  d°  a  l a r g e  C h a i r  b o t t m
i n  d° 0 . 9 . - -

Nov. 4 To - -  d°  6 c h a i r  B o t to m s  i n  d°
& c o v e r ' d  w i t h  H a i r  C l o t h  2 . 8 . - -

1788
Aug. 26 To 6|r y d s  h a i r  C l o t h  9 / 6  3 - 1 - 9
Dec .  6 To S t u f f i n g  an  E lbow  C h a i r  i n

C a n v a s  & c o v e r i n g  i t  w i t h  h a i r  
C l o t h  0 . 1 3 . - -

1789
A p r i l  18 To 4 y d s  S t r i p e d  h a i r  C l o t h  8 / 6  1 . 1 4 . - -

2 f  y d s  h a i r  C l o t h  1 0 /  1 . 2 . 6
4 - 3 / 4  y d s - - d ° - - d °  1 0 /  2 - 7 - 6

Aug. 20 4|- y d s  - - d °  - - d °  1 0 /  2 . 5 - ~ -

P h i l a d e l p h i a   L 2 7 - 1 0 . 9
E r r o r s  E x c e p t e d
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D a n i e l  T r o t t e r ' s  r e c e i p t  book  ( 1 7 9 ^ - 1 8 0 0 )  d e b i t s  w o rk  done

by a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  H e n ry  ( 1 6 5 ) .  J o a d  ( 1 7 )1 and
16

J a q u e t t  (L110)  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  179^  t o  1 7 9 8 .  J a q u e t t  f r e 

q u e n t l y  a d v e r t i s e d  h i s  own b u s i n e s s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  a l l  

t h r e e  w e re  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  h a n d s  

o f  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s ,  p r o b a b l y  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a t  

l e a s t  a  l i m i t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  sh o p  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  

t h e r e  was  no  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  p a t r o n a g e .  The 

book  a l s o  r e c o r d s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  two u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  E a n k s o n  

a nd  C l a y p o o l e ,  b o u g h t  t e n  and  f i v e  y a r d s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o f  

h a i r  c l o t h  d i r e c t l y  f ro m  T r o t t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  do n o t  a p 

p e a r  t o  h a v e  done any  work  f o r  h im .

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  s e v e r a l  u p 

h o l s t e r e r s  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  i n v e n t o r i e s  t o  i n c l u d e  n o n 

u p h o l s t e r y  f i n i s h i n g  i t e m s  t h a t  m i g h t  be u s e d  by f u r n i t u r e  

c r a f t s m e n .  I n  1 7 9 7 1 Cocks  & Co. a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  

c a r r i e d

Mahogany a n d  V e n e e r s  o f  a l l  s o r t s ,  
w h o l e s a l e  an d  r e t a i l  -  C a b i n e t m a k e r ,  
h o u s e  and  s h i p  j o i n e r s  may be s u p p l i e d  
w i t h  a  q u a n t i t y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  any  p i e c e  
o f  w o rk .  C a r p e n t e r s  can  be s u p p l i e d  
w i t h  h a n d  t a i l  s t u f f ,  c u t  t o  any  
p a t t e r n . '

U p h o l s t e r y  workshops  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  have  been  

engaged  i n  t h e  e x p o r t  t r a d e .  I n  1775.  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  p u b 

l i s h e d  h i s  i n t e n t  t o  " e n d e a v o r  t o  e x e c u t e  any d i s t a n t
1 8

o r d e r s  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  d i s p a t c h . " "  O t h e r  u p h o l s t e r e r s
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a d v e r t i s e d  u p h o l s t e r y  " f o r  s h i p p i n g . "  C. A l d e r  i n c l u d e d

" C o t t s ,  M a t t r a s s e s ,  a n d  c u r t a i n  f u r n i t u r e "  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  
19i n  1795-  C o ck s  and  Co. a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld

" e x c h a n g e  f u r n i t u r e  f o r . . . a n y  a r t i c l e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e
?0S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  t r a d e "  i n  1799•  Two y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t h e y

h a d  s u p p l i e d  " G e n t l e m e n ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d  m a s t e r s  o f  v e s s e l s

. . . w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  ( c a b i n e t  a n d  u p h o l s t e r e r )  g o o d s  f o r  
21e x p o r t a t i o n . "

The u l t i m a t e  m a r k e t  f o r  u p h o l s t e r y  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  

b o t h  r e a d y - m a d e  a n d  c u s to m  u p h o l s t e r y .  M o s t  s u r v i v i n g  b i l l s  

a n d  r e c e i p t s  d e s c r i b e  q u i t e  e l a b o r a t e  c u s to m  u p h o l s t e r y ;  

t h e  h i g h - s t y l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m e r c h a n d i s e  i s  d e p e n d e n t  on 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a c t u a l  s u r v i v a l ' o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  d u e ,  

l a r g e l y ,  t o  t h e  p r o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  c l i e n t .  The p a p e r s  o f  

G e n e r a l  J o h n  C a d w a l a d e r  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c i e t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  c e r t a i n l y  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  he  was f u r n i s h i n g  h i s  h o u s e ,  f rom  

1770 t o  1 7 7 6 ,  C a d w a l a d e r  p a t r o n i z e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  F l e e s o n ,  W e b s t e r ,  an d  D a v i s .

He a l s o  p u r c h a s e d  a  n u m b er  o f  c a n v a s ,  l e a t h e r ,  and  r u s h  

b o t t o m  c h a i r s  d i r e c t l y  f rom  W i l l i a m  S a v e r y .

W e b s t e r ' s  l a b o r  on t h e  s i l k s  w h ic h  w ere  p u r c h a s e d  

by C a d w a l a d e r  i n  London h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d .  He a l s o  

made V e n e t i a n  window b l i n d s  and  "2 S o f a - C u s h i o n s  4 B o l s t e r s
n p

a n d  C a s e s "  o f  c a n v a s ,  c o v e r e d  i n  f u r n i t u r e  c h e c k .
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J o h n  C a d w a l a d e r ' s  f u r n i s h i n g  a c c o u n t  w i t h  P l u n k e t  

F l e e s o n ,  d a t e d  f ro m  1 7 7 0 - 7 1 ,  was f a r  m ore  e x t e n s i v e ,  

t o t a l l i n g  LI  6 3 . ^  I t  i n c l u d e d  a t  l e a s t  82 c h a i r s ,  one  E a s y  

c h a i r ,  a n d  f i v e  l a r g e  a n d  s m a l l  s o f a s ,  a l l  f i n i s h e d  i n  

c a n v a s ,  an d  c o v e r e d  i n  c a s e s  o f  r e d  a n d  w h i t e  c o p p e r p l a t e ,  

" F i n e  S a x o n  b l u e  F r .  C h ^ , "  o r  " F i n e  b l u e  c o t t o n  C h e c k ; "  i n  

a d d i t i o n ,  he was a l s o  c h a r g e d  f o r  m a k i n g  a  " d a r k  C h in e e  

b e d , "  a l t e r i n g  a  "Check"  b e d ,  a n d  m a k i n g  a " p h e s t o o n  b ed  

f u l l  t r i m d ,  w i t h  p l u m e s ,  b a s e s ,  a n d  h e a d  b o a r d ,  f r i n g e s . . .  

M king  2 Venn  C u r t s D ° , "  o f  5 6  y a r d s  f i n e  r e d  an d  w h i t e  

c o p p e r p l a t e .  C a d w a l a d e r  a n d  F l e e s o n  m a i n t a i n e d  a  c o l o r  

schem e  i n  e a c h  room,  s o m e t i m e s  m a t c h i n g  t h e  c u r t a i n s  and  

c h a i r  c a s e s .

L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  C a d w a l a d e r  p a i d  F l e e s o n  f o r  

r e m o v i n g  a n d  p u t t i n g  up b e d  and  window c u r t a i n s ,  a n d  f o r  a  

"new s t u f f ' d  h e a d  b o a r d  c o v e r i n g . . . & m a k in g  a  D r a p e r y  h e a d  

V a l l n . " ^  T h e r e  a r e  no b i l l s  w h ic h  s u r v i v e  f o r  t h e  "6 

m ahogany  c a r p e t  b o t t o m  c h a i r s "  t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  a n  

" I n v e n t o r y  o f  C o n t e n t s  R e m a in in g  i n  C a d w a l a d e r  H o u s e /  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  A p r i l  1,  1 7 8 6 "  a f t e r  J o h n  C a d w a l a d e r ' s  

d e a t h . ^

S t e p h e n  G i r a r d ' s  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  was a  

b i t  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  C a d w a l a d e r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  G i r a r d  u s e d  e i g h t  u p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom  1787 

t o  1 8 1 0 ,  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  b i l l s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was o n l y
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one  t e m p o r a l  o v e r l a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  c r a f t s m e n s

D a v i s
H e n r y
Benge

1787  m a t t
1 7 9 0 - 9 5  u p h o l s t e r y
1 7 9 6 - 9 8  u p h o l s t e r y ,  r e p a i r ,

c a r p e t
H u r l e y
Rea
W e v i l l
O l i p h a n t  & W i l s o n  
B r i d e n h a r t  ( H a i n e s )

1799 p a p e r
1 8 0 1 - 0 6  u p h o l s t e r y ,  c a r p e t
1802  c a r p e t
1802 u p h o l s t e r y
1807 u p h o l s t e r y

A l t h o u g h  a  few  o f  t h e s e  c r a f t s m e n  w e re  r e l a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

T r o t t e r / H a i n e s  s h o p ,  o r  among t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  

b e t w e e n  whom no  c o n n e c t i o n  c a n  be  d i s c o v e r e d .

B o t h  C a d w a l a d e r  a n d  G i r a r d  d e a l t  w i t h  u p h o l s t e r e r s  

d i r e c t l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r o u g h  a  c a b i n e t  s h o p .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v i n g  t h e i r  c u s to m  work  done  a t  t h e  

u p h o l s t e r e r ' s  l o c a t i o n ,  a  c u s t o m e r  m i g h t  e n j o y  s e r v i c e  a t  

home.  I n  1 7 6 6 ,  J o h n  P l a t t  o f f e r e d  t h a t

C h a r l e s  A l l e n ,  among o t h e r s ,  r e p e a t e d  t h i s  o f f e r  i n  l a t e r  

y e a r s .  T h i s  may h a v e  b e e n  a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  t h e  

c r a f t s m a n  w i t h o u t  a  l a r g e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  h i s  own.

Some a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  u p h o l 

s t e r e r  w o u ld  u n d e r t a k e  " c o u n t r y "  w ork ,  m a k in g  c u s to m  u p 

h o l s t e r y  m ore  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t .  Ann K i n g ,  

l a t e l y  a t  J o h n  W e b s t e r ' s ,  h a d  "no o b j e c t i o n  t o  s e r v e  an y

f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  h i s  
b u s i n e s s  ( h e )  w i l l  w ork  i n  t h e  h o u s e  
o f  h i s  e m p l o y e r  o r  a t  h i s  l o d g i n g s  a s  
a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  a t  any  b r a n c h  o f  h i s  
t r a d e  t h a t  may be w a n t e d . ^7
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l a d y  o r  g e n t l e m a n  a t  a  s m a l l  d i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h ic h
o O

s h e  (w o u ld )  e n g a g e  t o  do a t  t h e  m o s t  r e a s o n a b l e  t e r m s . ’

I n  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  Thomas H u r l e y  a d v e r t i s e d  

t h a t  he w o u ld  " a t t e n d  any  w ork  b e l o n g i n g  t o  h i s  b u s i n e s s  i n  

t h e  c o u n t r y ,  any  d i s t a n c e  f rom  to w n ,  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  c i t y  

p r i c e s . I n  1 7 9 3 .  Thomas J a q u e t t  s u b m i t t e d  t h a t  o r d e r s  

f ro m  t h e  c o u n t r y  "w ould  be d u l y  a t t e n d e d  t o . ”^® One 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r  w e n t  so  f a r  a f i e l d  a s  t o  s e e k  b u s i 

n e s s  i n  B a l t i m o r e  t h r o u g h  n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  I n  1783 ,  

Hyns T a y l o r  o f f e r e d  t o  "make up a l l  s o r t s  o f  b e d  a n d  window 

c u r t a i n s  i n  t h e  n e w e s t  f a s h i o n , "  a n d  o t h e r  u p h o l s t e r y  w ork ,  

f ro m  h i s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a d d r e s s . ^1

W e a l t h y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  d i s t a n t  to w n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

m i g h t  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  h a v i n g  t h e i r  u p h o l s t e r y  

m a d e - t o - o r d e r  i f  t h e y  h a d  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  who w ere  w i l l i n g  t o  a c t  a s  t h e i r  a g e n t s .  As 

m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  R i d g e l y  

f a m i l y  o f  D o v e r ,  D e l a w a r e ,  and  J a s p e r  Y e a t e s  o f  L a n c a s t e r ,  

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  a n d  W e v i l l  an d  F l e e s o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  d o cum en t  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e .

The re  i s  no d i r e c t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t - -  

w i d t h  o r  d e p t h - - o f  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r  r e a dy -made  u p h o l s t e r y  

g o o d s ,  new o r  u s e d ,  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

However ,  e v i d e n c e  from a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  r e a d y 

made p r o v i d e d  an i m p o r t a n t  o p t i o n  f o r  a g rowing  segment  o f
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t h e  m a r k e t  on a l l  l e v e l s .

W h i l e  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  new r e a d y - m a d e  w e re  t h e  same

a s  t h o s e  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  s e c o n d - h a n d  s t o c k  was

o b t a i n e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s .  Some o f  i t  may h a v e  come

f ro m  r e - p o s s e s s i o n  due t o  n o n - p a y m e n t  o f  d e b t s  i n c u r r e d .

I n  1 7 7 6 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  W i l l i a m  M a r t i n  a d v e r t i s e d  a  b e d s t e d

a n d  f u r n i t u r e  w i t h  m a t c h i n g  window c u r t a i n s .  He v o u c h e d  f o r

t h e i r  q u a l i t y :

As he made th e m ,  t h e r e f o r e  c a n  g i v e  
an  e x a c t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  c o s t .
The ab o v e  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n  u s e  
b u t  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  a n d  w i l l  be s o l d  
a s  r e a s o n a b l e  a s  when m a t e r i a l s  w ere  
a t  t h e  f o r m e r  l o w e s t  rates.3 2

U p h o l s t e r e r s  a l s o  o b t a i n e d  s e c o n d - h a n d  g o o d s  f o r  

s a l e  on c o m m i s s i o n .  I n  1 7 6 7 .  J o h n  W e b s t e r  a d d e d  a  n o t e  t o  

h i s  g e n e r a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t :  " F u r n i t u r e  b o u g h t  and  s o l d  by 

c o m m i s s i o n . " 33 f e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  G e o rg e  H a u g h to n  a n n o u n c e d  

t h a t  he  i n t e n d e d  t o  "open  h i s  h o u s e  a s  a  G e n e r a l  R e p o s i t o r y ,  

o r  S t o r e ,  f o r  a l l  k i n d s  o f  F u r n i t u r e ,  W a re s ,  and  M e r c h a n d i z e ,  

by c o m m i s s i o n . I n  1 7 9 8 ,  C ocks  & Co. p u b l i c i z e d  t h a t  t h e y

w o u ld

a lways  keep a l a r g e  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  
Househo ld  F u r n i t u r e ,  New and Second 
Hand.  T h e y . . . t a k e  Second Hand 
F u r n i t u r e  i n  exchange  f o r  New; most  
money g i v e n  f o r  F u r n i t u r e ,  Beds and 
B e d d i n g .

The same ad a l s o  a s s u r e d  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r s  t h a t  t h e y  

would  advance  money "upon t h e  d e p o s i t  o f  any s o r t  o f  G o od s , "
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a n d  f u r n i s h  h o u s e s  "hy  t h e  w eek ,  m o n th ,  o r  y e a r .

The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  was t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  new r e a d y - m a d e  a n d  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  w a r e h o u s e .

The f i r s t  u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  " w a r e "  h o u s e  o r  room, 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u p h o l s t e r y ,  was hy B l a n c h  W h i t e  i n  1 7 6 0 .

At t h e  " U p h o l s t r y  a n d  I r o n m o n g e r y  w are  h o u s e "  he  o f f e r e d  

" b ed  s i d e  and  t a b l e  c a r p e t s "  a n d  " b l a n k e t s "  a l o n g  w i t h  m e t a l  

w a r e s  a n d  f a b r i c s ,  d i r e c t l y  i m p o r t e d  f ro m  B r i s t o l  a n d  L ondon .  

He a l s o  a d d e d  "Drums,  c o l o u r s ,  and  a l l  s o r t s  o f  f i e l d  e q u i p 

a g e  f o r  t h e  army a s  u s u a l ,  a l s o  s e a  b e d i n g  & c . " - ^

O t h e r  s i m p l e  r e a d y - m a d e  u p h o l s t e r y  g o o d s  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  be a v a i l a b l e  f rom  u p h o l s t e r e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom  

1760 t o  1 8 1 0 .  I n  1 7 7 1 ,  C a l e b  A l l e n  a d v i s e d  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  

he  h a d  j u s t  i m p o r t e d  f ro m  B r i s t o l ,  E n g l a n d ,  W i l t o n  c a r p e t i n g ,  

F l a n d e r s  t i c k e n s ,  s t a i n e d  b ed  q u i l t s ,  a n d  c o t t o n  c o u n t e r -

17p a i n s ,  " w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  w ay ." - '

As m i g h t  be a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  e n c o u r a g e d

a  m a r k e t  f o r  r e a d y - m a d e  m i l i t a r y  " s o f t w a r e , "  n o t  o n l y  on a

l a r g e  s c a l e  f o r  army c l o t h i e r s ,  b u t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  g e n t l e m e n

a s  w e l l .  I n  1 7 7 7 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  G e o rg e  H a u g h to n  c o u l d

s u p p l y  any  num b er  o f  g e n t l e m e n  w i t h  d rum s ,  
camp s t o o l s ,  c o t  b e d s t e a d s  t o  f o l d  up,  
camp t a b l e s ,  m a t t r a s s e s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  on 
t h e  s h o r t e s t  n o t i c e ,  h a v i n g  a l w a y s  a 
l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  by h i m . 3°
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The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  t r u e  w a r e h o u s e  was  a  g r a d u a l  

o n e .  By 1 7 7 7 .  G e o rg e  H a u g h t o n  h a d  o p e n e d  h i s  s h o p  a s  t h e  

" G e n e r a l  R e p o s i t o r y  o r  S t o r e . "39 1 7 8 3 , J o h n  Mason a d -
hn

v e r t i s e d  " J o h n  M a s o n ' s  an d  Comp. U p h o l s t e r y  S t o r e ; "  he  

o f f e r e d  a  w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a d y - m a d e  i t e m s  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  

s e r v i c e s  i n  c u s to m  u p h o l s t e r y .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n 

v e n t o r y  o f  R i c h a r d  W e v i l l  i n  1803 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

w h i c h  r e a d y - m a d e  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m ' t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  

p e r i o d .

The s h i f t  i n  t h e  g o a l s  o f  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  f ro m  t h e  

s i m p l e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  t o o l  

i s  a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  g r o w i n g  " m o d e r n i t y . "  O v e r  3 7% o f  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w e re  r e c o r d e d  a s  u p h o l s t e r e r s  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  f ro m  1760  t o  1 8 1 0 ,  u s e d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  a d 

v e r t i s e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .

F a c i l i t a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  

w a r e  h o u s e ,  s p e e d  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  c u s t o m e r s  a s  r e v e a l e d  t h r o u g h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  B e s i d e s  s p e e d ,  o t h e r  c o n s u m e r  i n c e n t i v e s  

i n c l u d e d  n e w e s t  f a s h i o n ,  p r o d u c t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  a n d  p r i c e .

The a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o f  J o h n  Mason c o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a  m odel  

f o r  a l l  t h e s e  c l a i m s .

Mason o r i g i n a l l y  came t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f rom Sou th  

C a r o l i n a ,  and was a c t i v e  from l ? c 7  t o  1774,  and f rom 1778
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t o  1 7 9 0 .  Tow ard  t h e  end  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  he  h a d  s e v e r a l

p r o b l e m s  w i t h  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c r e d i t o r s ,  a n d  he  o r  h i s  s o n

rem o v e d  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s  t o  B a l t i m o r e .  I n  h i s  f i r s t

a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  i n  1 7 6 7 .  he  p u b l i s h e d  a  p r i c e  l i s t ,  w i t h

r a t e s  w h i c h  w e re  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l o w e r  t h a n  t h o s e  c h a r g e d  by

P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n  o n l y  two y e a r s  e a r l i e r :

THAT c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s t a g n a t i o n  o f  
b u s i n e s s  a n d  s c a r c i t y  o f  c a s h ,  he  
f i n d s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e
s e v e r a l  p r i c e s  o f  h i s  work one
t h i r d  p a r t  l o w e r  t h a n  f o r m e r l y , an d
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r ,  v i z .

L. s . d .
F o r  m a k in g  a  H a r r a t e e n  B ed , 1 5 0

w i t h  C o r n i c e s ,  -  -  -
V e n e t i a n  C u r t a i n s  f o r  Windows, , 0 7 6
C a l i c o  Bed ,  w i t h  C o r n i c e ,  -  - 1 2 6
D i t t o  w i t h o u t  C o r n i c e ,  -  - 0 15 0
M aking  an  e a s y  C h a i r ,  -  - 0 15 0
M aking  a  C o v e r  f o r  D i t t o ,  -  - 0 6 0
M aking  a  S e t t e e , -  -  - 1 2 6
P u t t i n g  up a  Bed,  -  -  - 0 5 0
Good S a c k i n g  B o t t o m s ,  -  - 0 14 0
P a p e r i n g  rooms a t  Tw o -p en ce  p e r  y a r d ,  a n d  

w i l l  e n g a g e  i t .  t o  s t a n d  g o o d  ; a l l  o t h e r  work  
i n  p r o p o r t i o n .  ~

I n  t h e  same a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  

h i s  own i n d u s t r i o u s n e s s ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o m p l e t e  c u s 

t o m e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and  t h e  " g r e a t e s t  d i s p a t c h "  i n  p r o v i d i n g  

t h e  d e s i r e d  a r t i c l e .  I n  1768 ,  i n  a  p o s t  s c r i p t  t o  a  n o t i c e  

o f  a n  a t t e m p t e d  t h e f t  a t  h i s  home, Mason a d d e d :  " I t s  v e r y  

odd t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  f ro m  me, when t h e r e  a r e  

o t h e r s  who g e t  t w i c e  a s  much money f o r  t h e  same k i n d  o f
h p

WORK." L a t e r  t h a t  same y e a r ,  he  a d d e d  "modern  t a s t e "  t o  

h i s  a p p e a l  t o  " t h o s e  g e n t l e m e n  and  l a d i e s  who h a v e  em p lo y ed
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h i m , "  a n d ,  i n  1 7 7 1 ,  " a s  much t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a s  i f  he  h ad  

b e e n  a  L o n d o n n e r  o r  P a r i s i a n .

Mason,  l i k e  m o s t  o t h e r  u p h o l s t e r e r s  who a d v e r t i s e d ,  

d i r e c t e d  h i s  a p p e a l  t o  l a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n ,  a  c l e a r  i m p l i 

c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was  t h e  " g e n t e e l " - - o r  t h o s e  t h a t  e n v i s i o n e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  s o - - w h o  c o u l d  he e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r  

n e e d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  I n  t h e  l a c k  o f  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  

c l a s s  c r i t e r i a  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  u p h o l s t e r y  may h a v e  b e e n  an 

a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p o s i t i o n ,  r e a l  o r  c l a i m e d .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  l a d i e s  i n  t h e  a p p e a l  i n d i c a t e s  

a t  l e a s t  a  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n .

I n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  E n g l i s h  " g e n t e e l "  m a n n e r s ,  A m e r i c a n  

c u s t o m e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  d e l a y e d  p a y m e n t  t o  t r a d e s m e n .  T h i s  

may, a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s c i o u s  p r a c t i c e .  I n  a 

l e t t e r  f ro m  W i l l i a m i n a  C a d w a l a d e r  t o  Ann R i d g e l y  i n  1795 .  

t h e  w r i t e r  r e p r o v e d  M rs .  R i d g e l y  f o r  s e t t l i n g  h e r  a c c o u n t s  

i n  s u c h  h a s t e ;  s h e  a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t s  w ere  s e n t  

w i t h  t h e  g o o d s  o n l y  t o  a v o i d  e r r o r s .

T h i s  p r a c t i c e  n a t u r a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r e r .  J o h n  Mason c o n f i r m e d  t h i s

c o n c e r n  i n  one o f  h i s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s :

he w o u ld  by no  means  f o r g e t  t h e  l a d i e s  
and  g e n t l e m e n  who p a y  t h e  c a s h  a s  soon  
as  t h e  work i s  d o n e ,  w h i c h ,  w i t h  t h e  
c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e i r  f a v o r s ,  w i l l  be 
e x t r e m e l y  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e i r  humble  
s e r v a n t .^5
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"Ready  money" was p r e f e r r e d  i n  p a y m e n t ,  a n d  some 

u p h o l s t e r e r s  o f f e r e d  a  d i s c o u n t  f o r  c a s h .  I n  1 7 7 0 ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  W i l l i a m  M a r t i n  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  he  w o u ld  "do  b u s i 

n e s s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  u n d e r  t h e  u s u a l  p r i c e s  i n  t h i s  c i t y  f o r  
46r e a d y  m o n e y ."  Hyns T a y l o r  o f f e r e d  a  s i m i l a r  r e d u c t i o n  m

471787 :  " a t  t h e  l o w e s t  p r i c e s  f o r  r e a d y  m o n e y ."

The u s e  o f  c r e d i t  was m o s t  common, d u e ,  a t  l e a s t

i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  s p e c i e .  I n  1 7 9 9 ,  C o ck s  a n d  Co.

a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t

L a d i e s  an d  G e n t l e m e n ,  m e r c h a n t s  and  
c a p t a i n s  o f  v e s s e l s ,  who w a n t  f u r n i t u r e ,  
w i l l  f i n d  i t  much t o  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e  by 
a p p l y i n g  a s  a b o v e ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  
t o  s e l l  l o w ,  a n d  l i k e w i s e  g i v e  a  l i b e r a l  
c r e d i t  i f  r e q u e s t e d . "

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some u p h o l s t e r e r s  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  c r e d i t ,  f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .  Thomas J a q u e t t ,

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t e m s  i n  h i s  l i n e  w o u ld  be "made and  s o l d  a t '

v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e s ,  f o r  c a s h ,  o r  a s h o r t  c r e d i t . "^9

L e t t e r s  o f  c r e d i t  w ere  a l s o  p a s s e d  i n  e x c h a n g e  t o  

t h i r d  p a r t i e s .  I n  1 7 7 9 ,  a  d e b t  o f  L33> due t o  J o h n  R o s s ,  

m e r c h a n t ,  was p a i d  "By An O r d e r  f ro m  G eo rg e  K a u g h to n  on 

B e n ja m in  R a n d o lp h  t o  p a y  w h a t  he  owes S a i d  Geo: K a u g h t o n . "5® 

To p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  f rom  an u n j u s t  l o s s ,  J o h n  Mason p u b l i s h e d  

t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  a  d i s a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  he h a d  h a d  w i t h  a  Mr. 

R i c h a r d  S k e l l o m ;  t h e  l a t t e r  had  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  p a s s  a n o t e  

t h a t  Mason h ad  g i v e n  him i n  s e c u r i t y ,  t u t  t h e  d i s p u t e  was
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a r b i t r a t e d .

The u p h o l s t e r y  m a r k e t  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  

was  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  r o l e s  o f  i n t e r 

a c t i o n  h a d  n o t  y e t  become i n s i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  i t s  s t r u c t u r e  

was  a l r e a d y  i n  p l a c e .  The m a s t e r  u p h o l s t e r e r  was a n  i n t e r 

m e d i a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p r o d u c e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f o r m e r  a c t i v i t y  

was b a s e d  on t h o s e  p r o d u c t s  w h ic h  c o u l d  be p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  

w o r k s h o p .  The p r e c a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c r a f t s m a n ,  due 

i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  p r o b l e m s  o f  

c r e d i t ,  and  c o m p e t i t i o n  f ro m  o t h e r  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s ,  i n c r e a s e d  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  r e l a t e d  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  r e a d y - m a d e .
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  t r a d e  g r e w  o u t  o f  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e a t i n g  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  e l a b o r a t e  b e d s  i n  

l ? t h  c e n t u r y  F r a n c e .  U p h o l s t e r y  was b a s i c a l l y  an  u r b a n  

c r a f t ,  s u p p o r t e d  i n  c i t i e s  a n d  l a r g e  to w n s  w h e re  some p r o 

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  c o u l d  a c c u m u l a t e  a  s u r p l u s  t o  

s p e n d  on d e c o r a t i v e  c o m m o d i t i e s .  I n  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  

B o s t o n ,  and  p e r h a p s  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a s  w e l l ,  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  l i k e  J o h n  F i t c h  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  

l a r g e  s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  n e t w o r k s  a n d  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  c o n s i d e r 

a b l e  w e a l t h ,  b a s e d  on t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  u p h o l s t e r y .  H o w e v e r ,  

w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  d e c l i n e  i n  

t e x t i l e  v a l u e s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  v e r t i c a l  

m o b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  d e c r e a s e d .

I n d i v i d u a l s  who c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  u p h o l s t e r e r s  

r a n g e d  f ro m  jo u r n e y m e n  t o  m e r c h a n t / c r a f t s m e n .  The a v e r a g e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  u p h o l s t e r e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  was 

g e n e r a l l y  o f  a m i d d l i n g  s o r t ,  a  p e t t y  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  p r e 

c a r i o u s l y  f a c i n g  t h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b u s i n e s s  

f a i l u r e .  H o r i z o n t a l  m o b i l i t y  was h i g h ,  and  t h e r e  was

79
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c o m p e t i t i o n  f rom  t h e  c o n s t a n t  i n f l u x  o f  im m i g r a n t  c r a f t s m e n .  

Many u p h o l s t e r e r s  a p p e a r  t o  have  l e f t  t h e i r  t r a d e  a l t o g e t h e r .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  w o rk 

shop  was e x t r e m e l y  f l e x i b l e .  The same i n d i v i d u a l  m ig h t  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  d i r e c t  a  workshop  and t a k e  on t h e  b u s i n e s s  

o f  a n o t h e r .  Women--wives a s  w e l l  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r e r s - -  

were  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e  sh o p .

The m a r k e t ,  a s  t h e  " a r e n a  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  e x c h a n g e s , "  

fo rm ed  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n t e x t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  u p h o l s t e r y .  W i th in  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  u p h o l s t e r y  w o rk 

shop was b o th  a  p r o d u c e r  and  a m a r k e t i n g  i n t e r m e d i a r y .  The 

s u p p l i e r s  o r  s o u r c e s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  were v a r i e d ,  r a n g i n g  from 

t h e  d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c e r ,  t o  o t h e r  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s ,  t o  t h e  

c u s t o m e r  h i m s e l f .  Many w o rk sh op s  and t h e i r  u p h o l s t e r e r /  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  a r e a s  t h a t  

were  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c r a f t .  They i m p o r t e d  and made r e a d y 

made,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  custom u p h o l s t e r y .  S e v e r a l  

a l s o  d e a l t  i n  s e c o n d - h a n d  g o o d s .  The c u s t o m e r s  f o r  m a t e r i a l s ,  

g o o d s ,  and s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e d  o t h e r  p r o d u c e r s  and i n t e r m e d i 

a r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f i n a l  con sum er .  The g ro w th  o f  r e a d y  

made i n  t h i s  c a s e  may have  i n c r e a s e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  

s t e a d y  employment ,  b u t  a l s o  added  t o  c o m p e t i t i o n .

I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  d e v e lo p m e n t s  

on t h e  p r o d u c t s  t h e m s e l v e s  i s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s
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w i t h o u t  w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d  e x a m p le s .  E l a b o r a t e ,  custom 

u p h o l s t e r y  was p r o b a b l y  a  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  s t a t u s  sym bol .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i n c r e a s i n g  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  may h a v e  h a d  

a n  e f f e c t ,  a s  w e l l .  As t h e  u s e  o f  u p h o l s t e r y  i n c r e a s e d ,  

i t  may h a v e  become e v e n  more  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h o s e  i n  e l e v a t e d  

p o s i t i o n s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r s .  I t  i s  q u i t e  

o b v i o u s  t h e n  t h a t  we n e e d  t o  s e e k  o u t  an d  f i n d  s u r v i v i n g  

e x a m p l e s  a n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  w h a t  l i t t l e  we h a v e .  I f  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e ,  we m u s t  b e g i n  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e t w e e n  p r i c e  a n d / o r  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g ,  an d  " t h e  m a n n e r  o f  

f i n i s h i n g  a n d  t h e  s i z e . "  U p h o l s t e r y  was an  e s s e n t i a l ,  e v e n  

o v e r r i d i n g ,  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i n t e r i o r ;  i t s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  c a n n o t  be o v e r e s t i m a t e d .
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J o h n  R. Commons, "A m er ican  S h o e m a k e r s ,  16^-8-1895 
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E c o n o m i c s , 2k  ( 1 909)»  pp> 3 9 - 8 1 .
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^ W a l t o n ,  "The W o r s h i p f u l  C o m p an y ,"  p .  4 2 .
3
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1 7 4 0 , "  i n  B o s t o n  F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y , e d .
W. M. W h i t e h i l l , 48 ( B o s to n :  The C o l o n i a l  S o c i e t y  o f  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  3*

^B ro c k  J o b e ,  "The B o s t o n  F u r n i t u r e  I n d u s t r y ,  
1 7 2 5 - 1 7 6 0 , "  M a s t e r s  T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  D e l a w a r e ,  1976 ,  
p p .  29-419*

8J o b e ,  "The B o s t o n  F u r n i t u r e  I n d u s t r y ,  1 7 2 5 - 1 7 6 0 , "
p .  29.

9
W i l l i a m  M a c p h e r s o n  H o m o r ,  J r .  , B lu e  Book,  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  F u r n i t u r e ,  W i l l i a m  P e n n  t o  G e o rg e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
w i t h  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a - C h i p p e n d a l e  
S c h o o l  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 9 3 5 ) ,  p p • 2 ,  27-

■ ^ W i l l ,  J o h n  Budd,  146 ,  1 704 .  R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s ,  
C o u n ty  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

• ^ A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  A m e r i c a n  W eek ly  M e r c u r y , 14 
J u n e  1 722 .

1 2 A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  G a z e t t e , 131 ,
23 S e p t e m b e r  1 7 4 2 .
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^ W i l l ,  P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n ,  1 7 9 1 .  R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s ,  
C o u n ty  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

14
D i d e r o t ,  P I .  I I .

1^ W i l l i a m  B a n k s o n ,  Adm. H, 2 1 7 ,  1 7 9 6 .

^ J a m e s  C o r l e y ,  W i l l  X, 6 9 5 .  1 7 9 8 .

17R i c h a r d  W e v i l l , W i l l  I ,  1 3 3 , I 8 0 3 .
1 R

Sam uel  D a v i e s ,  Adm K, 31> 1 8 0 0 .
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I
Thomas Hew es ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  

G a z e t t e , 12 D ecem b er  1765-
p

G e o r g e  H a u g h t o n ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
P a c k e t ,  16  A p r i l  1 7 8 2 .

•^Hornor ,  B l u e  B o o k , p p .  3 1 7 - 3 2 6 .
4 P r o v i n c i a l  t a x ,  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 7 7 4 ,  f rom  

Wm. H. E y r e ,  e d . , P r o v i n c i a l  P a p e r s : S u p p l y  a n d  S t a t e  Tax 
L i s t i n g  i n  C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  t h e  Y e a r s , 
1 7 6 9 ,  177^-. a n d  1 7 7 9 , S e r i e s  3 V a l .  14 ( P e n n s y l v a n i a :  Wm. 

S t a n l y  Ray ,  1 8 9 7 ) •

-’C o u n t y  T ax  D u p l i c a t e ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C i t y  A r c h i v e s ,
1773-

^ P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
G a z e t t e , 2 / 2 2 / 1 7 7 5 -

7
F r a n k  R. Z e b l e y ,  The C h u r c h e s  o f  D e l a w a r e  

( W i l m i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 ) .
O

J o h n  L i n t o n ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  & 
A m e r i c a n  G e n e r a l  G a z e t t e , 813» 4 / 1 5 / 1 7 7 4 .

^ E f f e c t i v e  S u p p l y  Tax ,  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1780,  
f ro m  E g l e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a p e r s . . .  1779» 1780 and  1 7 8 1 ,  S e r i e s  
3 ,  V o l .  15 ( P e n n s y l v a n i a - .  Ray,  1 8 9 7 ) -

10 Book o f  A s s e s s m e n t ,  C o u n ty  Tax  A s s e s s m e n t ,  1783 > 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  C i t y  A r c h i v e s .

I I C lem ent  B i d d l e ,  e d . ,  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r i n t e d  by James N. J o h n s o n  f o r  t h e  E d i t o r ,  
1 7 9 D  -

12 B u re au  o f  t h e  C e n su s ,  Heads o f  F a m i l i e s . . .  1790 
(W a sh ing to n :  Government  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 8 ) .
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■*-3james H a r d i e ,  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  an d  
R e g i s t e r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  A u t h o r  by T. D obson ,  
1793)■

1 4 J a m e s  R o b i n s o n ,  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  f o r  
1809  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  P u b l i s h e r ,  1 8 0 9 ) •

^ C o u n t y  Tax D u p l i c a t e ,  1773•

l 6 I b i d .
17 W h i te  & L a w r e n c e ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  

G a z e t t e , 1 / 2 2 / 1 7 5 6 .
1 RH annah  B.  R o a e n ,  " T a x a b l e s  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 7 5 6 , "  f ro m  The P e n n s y l v a n i a  G e n e o l o g i c a l  
M a g a z i n e , 21 ,  No. 2 .

19 J a m e s  R o b i n s o n ,  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y , C i t y  
a n d  C o u n t y  R e g i s t e r  f o r  1802  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  
E d i t o r  by Woodward,  1 8 0 2 ) .

2®County Tax  D u p l i c a t e ,  1773*

^ R e c e i p t  b o o k ,  C a d w a l a d e r  a n d  Sam ue l  C. M o r r i s .

22 J o h n  W e b s t e r ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
J o u r n a l , 1 4 2 3 ,  3 / 1 5 / 1 7 7 0 .

2-^Wm. H o m e r ,  p p .  3 1 7 - 3 2 6 .

2^ S u p p l y  T a x ,  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1782 ,
P h i l a d e l p h i a  C i t y  A r c h i v e s .

2 5 I b i d .

2 6 I b i d .

2 7 I b i d .
oO

Book o f  A s s e s s m e n t ,  C o u n ty  Tax  A s s e s s m e n t ,  1 7 9 1 .

2^ B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  Heads  o f  F a m i l i e s . . . 1790 
( W a s h i n g t o n :  G o v e rn m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 8 ) .

3°;

31-

3° I b i d ,

I b i d .

32 P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n ,  W i l l  K, 392 ,  1791 ■
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3 3 ja m e s  H a r d i e , The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  an d  
R e g i s t e r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  A u t h o r  by T. D o d so n ,  
1 7 9 3 ) •

J J o h n  D a v i s ,  O d e l l  F e n n e l l ,  Andrew H e n r y ,  an d  
Thomas J a q u e t t .

- ^ T h e s e  maps w e re  d e r i v e d  f ro m  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p l a n s .

- ^ G e o r g e  R i c h e y ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  New York G a z e t t e , 
1 1 6 8 , 5 / 2 3 / 1 7 6 5 .

37G e o r g e  R i c h e y ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  m  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
G a z e t t e , 1 0 / 1 7 / 1 7 7 1 .

^ W a l t o n ,  "The W o r s h i p f u l  Company."
39Hyns T a y l o r  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f ro m  1 7 7 5 - 

1783 and  i n  I 7 8 7 . An u p h o l s t e r e r  o f  t h e  same name was 
l i s t e d  on O x f o r d  Road i n  London f ro m  1 7 7 0 - 9 4 .
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3
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1 0 / 2 8 / 1 7 9 9 .
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1 1 / 1 6 / 1 7 9 9 .

"^Bureau o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  H e a d s  o f  F a m i l i e s ,  1 8 0 0 .

8R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  W i l l ,  74 ,  I ,  1 3 3 , 10 A u g u s t  I 8 0 3 .
q
^ C o r n e l i u s  W. S t a f f o r d ,  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  

f o r  1801 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  E d i t o r  by W. 
W oodward , 1 8 0 1 ) .

■ ^ R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
G a z e t t e  a n d  D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r , 1 / 2 2 / 1 8 0 2 .

■''■'■Mrs. J o h n  C a d w a l a d e r ,  L e t t e r ,  18 J u l y  1802 .
1 2 T, . ,I b i d .

■ ^ R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  I n v e n t o r y ,  7 4 ,  W i l l  I ,  133.
10 A u g u s t  1 8 0 3 .

141 I b i d .

1 8 0 3 .
■ ^ R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  E s t a t e  A c c o u n t s ,  74 ,  W i l l  I ,  133 .
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• ^ I b i d .  a n d  1804  C i t y  D i r e c t o r y .

^ R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  I n v e n t o r y  o f  D e b t s ,  7^,  W i l l  I ,  
1 3 3 ,  1°  A u g u s t  1803-

^ R i c h a r d  W e v i l l ,  E s t a t e  A c c o u n t s ,  7^» W i l l  I ,  133»
1803-

19 I b i d .
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2% r .  E d e n ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  P a c k e t , 
1 0 3 ,  11 O c t o b e r  1773-

22B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  H e a d s  o f  F a m i l i e s . . . 1790 
( W a s h i n g t o n :  G o v e r n m e n t  F r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1908)  .

^ 3 s o .  V i c t o r ,  S t a t e m e n t  i n  F e d e r a l  G a z e t t e , 1826 ,
27 A u g u s t  1 7 9 4 .

pjl,
Ann K i n g ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  J o u r n a l ,

1 6 9 3 . 1 7  May 1775■

2-%. & A m e l i a  T a y l o r ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
P a c k e t , 2557 ,  1 7 A A p r i l  1 7 8 ? .
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Sam uel  B en g e ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  F e d e r a l  G a z e t t e , 
1 7 4 5 ,  15 May 1 7 9 4 .
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G a z e t t e  and  D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r , 4 2 2 4 ,  31 May 1 8 0 2 .

PRWm. M a r t i n ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  P a c k e t , 
1 7 7 .  13 M arch  1775-
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p
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■^Edward S h i p p e n ,  L e t t e r  t o  J a s p e r  Y e a t e s ,  
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9I b i d . , p .  5 1 •
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3 / 2 2 / 1 7 7 5 -
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D a n ' l .  T r o t t e r ,  B i l l  t o  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  J o h n  
D a v i s ,  1 7 8 6 - 8 9 , W i n t e r t h u r .
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8 / 5 / 1 7 9 7 -

18P l u n k e t  F l e e s o n ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
G a z e t t e , 8 / 5 / 1 7 9 7 -
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8 / 5 / 1 7 9 7 .

22 W a m w r i g h t ,  p .  51- 

23 I b i d . , p .  4 l .

2 4 I b i d . , p .  4 3 .
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S t e p h e n  G i r a r d  P a p e r s ,  G i r a r d  C o l l e g e ,  P h i l a d e l 
p h i a .

27P l a t t ,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  J o u r n a l ,
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