Habane, Cuba,
March 28, 194l.

Dear Philip:

i was very glad to have your note of March 24th.
i note with interest that you showed my letter, with
regard to the activities of Ur. Ferrara in Spain, to
Mr. Wolles. As I told you, I doudbt whother Ferrera's
stay in Spain will be much prolonged, certainly not
on any mission or business of the Cuben Covernment.
Cortina's friendship with Perrara does not gzo far
enocugh to enable him to condone the activities in
Spain in which Ferrara is undoudtedly engaged. I
think Ferrara's gencral position in Cuba and trouble-
making oapacity here has s0 much deoreased that it is
no more a matter of any real concern to the Government
whether he is 1a Cuba or not. In other words, I think
Perrara's star has set. An interesting sidelight in
this oonneetion is that when Mrs. ¥Warren Robbins was
here some days ago she saw kirs. Ferrara who said
that she did not think that her husband "would remain
in Spain much loager”.

while I have seen Cortina continuously, he has
not mentioned the Spanish note to Cuba, nor the Cuban
note to dpsin, concerning whiech I reported at length
recently. 1 assume the Cuban note haus gone and the
guestion of a bresk of relations is up to Spain. I
will iaform myself fully on this tomorrow morning when
I see Cortina, and if there 18 any change in the situ-
ation from that reported in oy recent despateh, I will
let you know. I feeol sure, however, that the Cuban
note has gone and that it went in the terms I indloated
in my despateh. As I told you, I feel sure that now
thet the matter of a break of relations is squarely
up to Spaln, she 1s not likely to teke any actlon.
Recent developments in Zurope and in our own country,
as well as the information they must get from this

of the world would not cncourage them in a break
of relations unless Spain has no longer any power
of declsion whatever left and is acting completely
and solely on orders from Berlin. The Spanish Covern-
mont knows what a bad effect a break with Cuba would
have, not only here, but in the other /imerican Republies
and it it should come to a break, you may be sure the
Cuban Government would fully inform all of the other
American Coveraments of the full eclirocumstances.

I have noted with particular interest the second

agraph of your letter and in which you express an
terest in my views with respect to the effectiveness,

or ineffectiveness, of the Spanish effort through the
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Falange to promote authoritariam jdeologies, ete., in
the American Republies. I am not able to speak with
authority or definiteness with regard to the other
Ameriocan Republics outside of Cuba. Wwhile I keep in

as close touch as possible with developments in the
other American Republies, in arder to keep my perspec-
tive, and to know how to interpret certain things here,
I naturally do not have the opportunities which you
have for intimate information on developments

some of our other friends, but I do follow this situa-
tion here very carefully. The Italian effort here
has, at no time, been very active nor effective. The
aunber of Italians here is amall. The Italian Minister
is not, at heart, a Fasclst and, although a very amiable
person, he moves mostly in certain “"seleect" Spanish
circles and is not taken seriously - even in these
ecircles which he freguents. Barletta, the Honorary
Italian Consul General who is also the distributor

of the General Motors for Cuba, has been the spear-
head of the Italian activity here and he has withdrawn
into a shell somewhat recently because of our own
program involving the elimination of anti-democratic
alien representatives of American fims. The Italians
have not engaged in much directwfrOpaganda, but have
worked mainly by collaborating with the Cermans, the
Japanese and the 3panish, and have of course endeavored
to help in starting up Communist activity and in alding
it in any form they could. On the whole, however, the
Italian effort has not been harmful here at all, and so
far as 1ts effects are concerned practically negligible.

The Japanese effort has been more effective than
the Italian, but is also carried on very discretely.
The Japanese Chargé here has, I believe, a Chilean wife
and for that reason he has been able to go out a bit
more than the German. He gives large entertainments
from time to time at his house and, as you know, there
are a certain number of people in every Capital who
would go to a diplomatioc house even if the devil lived
there. This rather wide eatertaining of the Jap there-
fore meoans exactly nothing. The Japs have been active
in the sense that they have been brgnglng in propaganda
literature, not on any considerable scale, but in the
form of brochures which they circulated among the better
olements in the Island., The prineipal activity of the
Japanese here is that they are using their Legation
in Habana as a means of communiocating with their other
Legations in South imerica. The Jap here receives a
gconsideratle number of oable from the Japanese
Embassy in Washington, end w er he receives such
cablegrams, the receipt is usually followed with a
series of telegrams to other Japanese Missions in
South Ameriea. The Post Officex here, too, has ine-
dicated that the Jap here has a rather large corres-

ondence with other Japanese Missions in South America.

e Jap, of course, works closely with the German, the

Italian, and the Spanish, and to a certain degree with
the Swede. There are so more Chinese than Japanese
in Cuba, and the Chinese Minlster here is a very active
and intelligent little man. He has his people over the
Island watching the Japs so closely that this has been
a great handicap to the Japanese. I would say all in
all that the Japanese direct effort here has boen

ineffective




ineffoctive and that the only thing whioch need concern
us about the Japanese here is that they are us their
Mission hero as a means of communicetion. IXf thi

got even tighter than are now in the general
pioture, we will wish to know more about this, and I
am sure the Cubans will cooperate with us.

Before I leave the question of the Jap, I should
toll you that we have notliced the rather curious fact
that Vieo President Cuervo Rubio and his wife seam
to be consorting more with the Japanese than does any
other member of the Cuban GCovernment. Whenever the
Japs have a big or a dinney, the Cuervo Rubdblos
seem t0 be there. have never beoan able to oxplain
this satisfactorily, and I am going to go into it more
definitely now that I have learned that the other day
when throe Japanese officers came here from the United
Stetes, Cuerve Rubio is said o have entertained them
for lunch. These officers were here for a short
time and left again for the United States. assune
they are Japanese officers conncoted in some way or
other with the Japanese Hmbassy.

The German Legation has beoen the most aoctive and
the most effective. Their activities over the radlo
have beon stopped through the recent decree which pro-
hibits anti-demooratic radic broadeasts and propaganda.
They paid for several radio hours which are now out,
Others which they undoubtedly pald to give an unfriendly
tinge to thelir broadeasts have now turned around and
are very friendly towards us and England. The Germans
had a big organization of some seventy people, mostly
German business men here in Habana, g &gwﬁa
matorial for distribution all over ¢ 8 N of
this was not of an effective scharacter, but it was a
definite nuisance. This has almost sntirely stopped
and, under the new decree, the Post 0ffice will not
distridute this p ganda material. The Cerman

practically never seen. :
the Swede. In lﬁ:o of his perscnal antipathy for the
German, the Italian is obliged by his Coverament to
work and consort with the Germam. It is quite clear
from various things which we have seen that the Cerman
and the Italian, the Jap and the
o bg'mm :u t the mmdm "
mostly engaged iness an mvmhrg.:y ependent
1{ho supplies from the United States. ese business
aotive. have become much less so.
the Cubans

!ﬂg:; I ected to mention

gation btedly been alding
the Communists in t and indirect ways.

cishom soreeas, prostises bk wiih o ehbe eee day 1
per pres h a .
believe, a Russian and whmly aot well h.lmci.
She has soocial ambitions to a degree whioch make hoy
ridloculous, and of course there are a certain number
of people who frequent their house, but this means

aothing




nothing in the ploture. The Swede has lost all
wm nao abﬂml; under the thuad of the

The Belglan and the Norwaglan Chargés maintain
a vexy m attitude and have refrained from aany con-
wlmu totalitarian representatives either opealy
or aseo .

The Fronch Minlster here, Barois, has no personal
prestige. The Frensch in Cuba with few excaeptions
are against the Viehy Covernment end they look to the
former Chargé, Orousset, who is now the Secretary of
the Legation, as their representative. The Fronchmen
came here from Venezuela, as you will recall, at the
time of the Habana Conference very hurriedly asd made
himself ridiculous by tryiang to have M-aulr naned as
an obsorver at the cmromcc and also by foreing him-
self into the space resarved w the imorican Delegates
to the muﬁ on several occasions. Eis wife is a
rathor ridiculous person who is very soclally ambitious
and who is constantly giving parties which are freguonted
for the most part by persons who 4o not count in the
ploture here. 4As a matter of fact the constant appear-
ance of the Itallan Hinlater at the Casino and other
night oludbs and the strange entertalning and publieity

gought therefor by the Frenchman and the Swede have
pade them objeots of ridloule.

I bave given you this genoral ploture with regard
to the elements memcd. othar than the Spanishk and
hm, 80 that you may know this situation hes
developed rather m:mmxu. All the gwy&sandn
of these mpu m aoctioslly nothl
of the has been m::rm ve;
their pres hu ns 1y gono down, and their aid
wmcmlat party has not helped it in the long
run for 1%, too, seems to Lo on i’ea last logs.

And now for the specific question you put to me.

I think it can be safely sald that the position of the
Falange in Cuba, and of the present Spanish Government,
is woaker than at any time during the last years.
The Spanish Chargé 4'Affaires here, Count Espelius,
is very quliet, reserved and proper. He¢ is a gentleman.
I think his pareants were born iz Cuba. He has behaved
so well under difficult circumstances, and has oconducted
himself with am? dhmx ng: ;mhth;: he 1is woil
regardod erally. whether he very muoc
of a Mﬁa no friend of Germany. ¥hile
as a Mm he would undoubtedly like t0 see Spaim regain
control of cnba. and regain herprestige in Zouth imerica,
yot 1 40 not believe he has any iliusions in this res-
D aasirtiang: That, T am sure, 1o wiy She Syemish
such as ons. am sure, W ©

B et to0o4 40 send Risatra heve s onsul bensral.
Espelius, however, has lost face because his Governnent
recently obliged hi.n to make a statement with
to the deep sentiment Mu«n Cuba and Spain,
statenent was 8o utterly in its ettcou that
Eapelius would not have made it on his own. R
of course, has had to p. wiﬁhehnhhmhahlm
tried to upmin its lanthropic activities in
caring for needy Spaniards hore. Ve may tako it for
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o8 o

ted that nothing whieh Espelius says has very much

luence with the Spanish Government and that it
listens much more to certaln Spaniards in Cudba than it
does to him.

The Falange has bdeon active and did have some
50,000 adberents some time ago according to the dest
reports wo oould got. lNost of the membership wes
made up of amall people who ocould sontridbute aothing
to the Falange movement except their names oa the losal
lists, Hany of the lead Spanish merchante not
oaly were members but gave liderally to the Falange
fund, of whioch undoubtedly the greater part weat to
the fecding of neody Spaniards., The Falange has not
sagazed much in the distridution of aotusl pro :
material originating ia Cuba. The materizl whieh they
distriduted came in large lots on practiezlly every
Spanish steameyr which came in, s has now bean
stopped, as you know, and all Spanish i:apamd
mlnginanthuoﬂm:unim n the Customs
and destroyed. The reports which we get from the
rest of the lIsland are, o the mock part to the effeoct
thet the FPalaage is less, rather than more, active and
that Spanish mepchants and influentisl Spaniards are
either dropping it wholly or becoming mueh more luke-
warm. I sm not able to give you the real resson for
this. I think the principel reanson is the ineressing
knowledge here, anong important Spanisrds, of the real
situntion in Spain and their resl lack of sympathy
with totealitarian Governments.

The Cuban Govarnmment doces not take the Falange
lightly. VUnder Pedraza, and now under Migoys, the
Cuban Army is watehing the Falange closely. The
Cuban Government knows that Cuba has the largest
Spanish mm\.«tim of any of the American Republiocs.
There st are 300,000 Spanish eitizons in Ouba and,
too, 180,000 ards who have become naturnlized
but who arc stlill more Spanish than Cuban for the
most part. The Cuban Coveranment is alive to the
fact that there is not as large a Spauish populatioan
in any one of the other asmerican Republies to the South.
it realises that the Franeo Governmeat is definitely
endeavoring to use the dpaniards here as the spearhead
of the for making trouble in the latin American
Repubiics. this respect, the Spanish Goverameant does
not need the pressure from Germany, for if Alfomso XIIX
had his aspirations for r sontrol of South
amsrica Cuba, it is diffioult to see that the
Franco Goverament should have them ia this exaggersted
form, Add4d to this situntion which we must recognize,
the German pressure whioh we know to be resl, and the
sum is » situation which cannot be neglected.

The Spanish offort in Cudba has had very little
effect on the Cuban populstion. Your estimate of the
situation in this respect is in complete accord with
my omn. The Spenish effort through the Falange had
worked up theseo Spaniards in Cuba to a state of a low
fever, but their efforts had no effect on the Cuban
ﬂuhuu except to arouse old feelings of resentments

hatreds. As a matter of faot, the asotivity of the
l‘llur and of the Spanish Covernment in Cuba bean
negative rather than positive so far as the Cubans are

soncerned,




concerned, for in and out of the Governmont, the
Cudbans resent Mttu-lg‘:hu Spanish nouus{. AS

I have indiocated in t letter, the activities

of the Falange are at the lowest ebd we have hbeen
able to obsorve during the past years. If it comes
oud that the SBpanish Coverament has been threatening
a break of relations with Cuba on such obvious
trumped up grounds, it will be a real dlow to ¢

The real danger in Cuba lies not in this Cermaen,
Italien, Japanese and Falange activity, dbut in the
activity of such a large of the Catholiec clergy.
A good part of the Cathollie clergy in Cuba are
S8panish. They bhave been uug:t to believe that the
Franoco Government saved the Church in Spain. They
believed that it was Hitler-Germany which saved the
Franco Government and therefore the Catholie Chureh.

~ ¥From this, they reason that Hitler-Cermany is the
\ pmlwark of the Catholie Churech - coantrary as this
48 t0 the faets:. You and I know what the level of
a good many of the lower elergy is, and how far from
the realities are some of the higher clergy. £Since
the propagenda over the padio and through the mails
has been stopped, the prinoci elements left, working
in an anti-democratic direotion in Cuba, arse certain
seotions of the Catholie clergy and the Comnunists.
I myself 4o not conaider the activities of these
Catholie clergy as dangerous, but it would be dangerous
if we 4o not rocognize that this is the situation.
The Spanish Govermment until recently had the Spanish

Catholie Chureh bringing more i:“.“ into Cuba from

Spain by every boat that céme There was 30 much
resentment that this movement of priests has been
almost entirely stopped.

While Cardinal Dougheriy was here, and sometime
back when Father Thorning and several priests were
here, I brought this situation to their attention.

1 wammszmomtuwunm{nmm -
tant that the Catholiec clergy im the United States
act towards getting some kind of effective information
to the Catholie elergy in Cuba, and in others of the
American Repubdblies, as to the real sttitude of the
totalitarian Governments to the Church. I am come
vinced that the same situation whieh prevails in

Cuba in this respect preveils in some, 1f not most

of the other Republics to the South. It is a situa~
tion which I ¢ we must recognize and which the
Catholie Church in the United £tates should recognize.
Without being an Englishman, I have always believed
that the maintenance of the British Empire in some
form was one of the bulwarks of civilization as we
know it and want it. Without being a Catholie, X
have always felt that the Cathelie Church is a bulwark
4 o the 14 t;tp: not r::‘ t u‘“;m
throughout the world. s ne to pass -
mont upon the attitude of the Vatican, but g: would
seen pretty clear that in a church in whioh there is
20 much discipline as there is in the Catholie Church

Lhere




there must be a lack of adeguate instructions and
definitions from the Vatican to the Churches in
this Hemisphere, or else we would not have this
strange attitude of s0 many of the lower clergy.
The result of this eguivoeal attitude is that many
of the lower olergy believe that Eitler-Germany is
mui‘the bulwark and protector of the Catholie

I have mentioned this matter of the Church
because in a large measure the factor of she Church
is more important in the Falange than is the Spanish
Government and its aspirations iam this H ere.
mmumm?thompmgme
and indirec that the Church, and it has
nothiang bchi.nﬂ it dbut this empty dresm of Spanish

aspirations towards domination of the American
Eoyubuu to the South of us, which aspirstions the
groat najority of the Spaniards in this Hemisphere
know are unrealistiec and to whioh they themselves
are an istic in a large measure. If the
bhas n behind it but the sounding ¢ 5 of
. 1 mdarthatprusmaua. this new

,__;,mt!nn in Spain fostered the Spanish
t for the pramotion of its relations with

the smerican Republies, thenm the Falange has nothing
m:: it which has any appeal to people in these
countries.

I have confined ux.: to cammenting
on this problem in cnba as 1% is the situation which
Iknw. If we take care of the Falange we g0 a long

ay towards taking care of the situation so far as
ayaln is concerned in this Homisphere. I think I
can safely say that the teeth of the Falange in Cubdba
have been very much dulled in the last months.

I have not touched in this letter on the
Communist situstion. The Communists have been
getting their backing in the wey of money and en-

omaim from the Cerman, Italian and hgmu
tions , and from Communist sources the
United States. They have had, as you know, a certain
.nppm from President Batista as a result of the
st combination he made with them befare the
election. The Jepanese, Italian and Cerman ald
is still there but less effective. The Cosmuniast
from the United States is still there, but
I think it iz decroasing so far as funds sc.
President Patista is mr-u x
his Communist alliance and, I eve, has
the point where he is anxious to get out of it
he oan find some one to pull his chestnuts out of
the fire. You will know that the Veterans in Cuba
have seized the opportunity given them by Blas Roca's
attack on them, and are a furiocus combat
against the Communists with end of having the
y mm-oa 11 « 1 have reason to believe
t one of the ing rs here (the )
will support this definite action, and tha
least one, or two, others will jein in is. It is
aot unlikely that in the near future a bill will

ke




resentatives to

declare the party illegal. If get started
there is a good chance that the Congress will

the neasure. There is reason to believe

1 am, of course
kup.tng entirely apart from this natter as it io
of pure internal action im Cudba. Thore 1is
one consideration which I think we have to
uaind in this comnooction, and that is thut
th u{“ not wish to take any aush action
the ted Sta against the Communist party,
should not, I bellieve, do anything to discourage
such action which Cuba may wish to take. The
em for Cuba in this connection is mmx;
different; for us the Communist party m'emta

Au\g'. Cuba it 1s e potential danger as 1
is several other of the American P.apubuu.

long letter, but I hope that
s picture adequately. I am
:maleoiuatmhttuinam
yon wm to bring it te the attention of Mr. VWelles
and others in the Department.

With all good wishes,

Cordielly yours,

Gearge 5. Messeramith.




