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AMFRICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Derlin, lay 23, 1933.

STRICTLY CONFIDINTIAL

Hemorandwm for My, Hesseramith:

Interview of Consul lorgan snd Dy, Mettusch

with Upr, w1enbeckﬁ1 Gommlssioner for

the Industrisl Miﬁdie Clesses

Dr. Wienbeck was first ssked about the posslibility
of the issuance of a comprehensive liddle Clases Law
which had been forecast by the press. IHe stated that
it was not the intentlion of the Ministry of ‘conomies to
make & single law covering all the questions affecting
the middle clasees but that a number of individual laws
would be put into effect. Two of these measures had
Jjust been promulgeted, i1.e., the law prohibiting osremiums
and the law prohiblting the opening of new reteall stores.
To complete the program the Hinlstry contemplated the
fissuance of laws with repard to the "Hausginssteuer”, to
"Schwarzarbelit"”", to the licensing of handieraft shops
and to the limitation of the sctivities of the publiely
owvned enterprises (staatliche Regle-irbelten).

He stated that a dyraft of & so-called "ilddle Class
Law had recently been worked out by the Finence !inistry.

5 1 of the depertment
stores and consumers' cooperatives Ly mesns of dlsecrimina-
tory taxation. This draft lew had been sbandoned, however,
as 1t was recognized that too rapid elimination of thesme
branches of trade would endanger the economic aystem.

The measures contemplated at present are of a far less
radlieal character.

Dr. #lenbeck stated that he believed that the
leaders of the Fampfbund planned no drastic sction
againat department stores or unit price stores. The
time when such stores had been c¢losed, thelr windows
broken, ete. hed psssed. fuch asction had been taken
in the first revolutionary fervor by irresponsible
individuals who wanted to see something happen, or as
Dr. Wienbeck put it "to see a2 nigger lynched". vhen
asked as to his suthority, if any, over the Kempfbund he
stated thet he had none., Such suthority was exercised
only by the lationsl Socialist arty or throush the police
power of the lHinistry of the Interior. HHe stated that
the views of Goebbels and Joering were considerably more
moderate than those of thelr subordinstes and that they
were havigg great Aifficulty in meking their moderate
views sccepted by thelr subordinates.
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% Dp, Wienbeck has the rank of Ministerialdirektor in the
liinistry of Economiecas,




then questioned as to the role of the middle clase
in the National Soeiaslist "“taendestest” (orgsnic state)
r. #enbeck stated thet the question had no practical
eignificance., lione of the lazl leaders, he declared, were
yet in & position to explain to him what 2 "“teendestaat”
really means. He belleves that the idea of the "‘taende-
staat” 1s interesting as a theory but that it is unworkable.
The interests of employers and employees alwaye differ and
it 1s impossible to abollsh this difference. At the time
of the revolution of 1018 equal representmtion of employers
and employees was proposed and the Helchswirtscheftsrat as
originally planmned wes supposed to be the organ of amich re-
presentation. M enbeck prophesied in 1518 that the
carrying out of this ides was impossible and he still be-
lieves that it is impossible. That the prepsratory steps
for the foundation of the "“taendestaat”, e.g., the creation
of the various Federal estates (Relchsstaende) have already
been taken, does not in hisg opinlon prove that the idea on
which they are based 1s workable. The tension existing
among the varlous economic groups is not abollshed Ly the
ereation of "Reichasteende”. AL the same time sll these
experiments are very costly and e¢an not posaibly be carried
through for a grest length of time. He doubts that the
ides will obtain any greal hold on the people because the
workman is not Interested in ideology but wages. lle does
not care whether he gete his wages from a liberallstic-
capitalistic state or ean organiec state, so long as he gets
them.

Discusslion of the "Staendestacet” led "r., Wienbeck to
express his opinion of the "Puehrer" i1des, the 1des of
leadershin which is so strongly advocated by the listional
SocMllists, He i1s of the opinion that this ldes 18 in
danger of being carried too far. Young men of B8 to 30
without mny prsctical experience cen not possibly lead
large economic organizetions espeeclially 1f the members
of these organigetions do not fully apgree with the notions
of the leader assigned to them. A leader can not ascquire
the support of his followers if thelr consgent 1s not sought
but if they are only commanded. e believes that their
obvious insdequaclies wlll soon lead to the overthrow of
those leaders who do not base their lesdership upon real
capacity and inpight into the economic conditions. Fe
spoke of Dr. Hugenberg™ as 2 true lesder and a men of the
greatest ability and insight into economic necesasities.
Dr. "ienbeck helieves that at present the dlsclipline smong
high Hazil leaders 1s alreeady doubtful end thet it 1s not
unlikely that chenges as indicated above will ocecur within
half a year or a year. In any case, the future develop-
ment will depend on economic necessities and the state of
Germany 's {inaneces rather than on ideologiecal schemes.

* pp, vienbeck belongs to the Deoutseh Hatlonel (Hugenberg)
Party.




