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Deer Carrigan: 

Tou will recall that when I was la Washington I spoke 
to you about the suggestion made to me by General Arnold, 
the Commander of the Army Air Forces, that a demonstration 
unit of a number of planes of our Air Force visit Mexico 
Jity in the near future. The object of the demonstration 
would be two-fold. Included 1A it will be the types of 
planes which were uaed by us in the combat areas and, if 
possible, one or more B-29's, which are the planes which 
the Mexican squadron helped to protect. As the visit would 
follow immediately after the return of the Mexican squadron 
to Mexico Oity end the demonstrations held in connection 
therewith, there would bo keen Interest on. the part of the 
President and high Mexican military officials, as well as 
of the public, In seeing a 3-29 If possible, and others of 
the combat planes used by us and with which the Mexican 
squadron was associated. Even though the participation of 
the Mexican squadron in the war was relatively saall from 
the military point of Hew, from the moral and political 
points of view, and as a factor la our relationships, it 
was most important and significant; and the demonstrations 
held in Mexico Oity on the return of the squadron and its 
reception by the population and the President have brought 
this out. Second, the visit of such a demonstration unit 
will give to the President and high military officials of 
Mexico the opportunity of seeing the types of planes used 
by our Army Air Force in combat during the war and create 
the desirable basis for collaboration of the Mexican Air 
Force with our* in the peace * something which from tho 
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military end political point of view Is moat desirable In 
both countries* 

I mentioned this matter to Mr. Braden and to Mr. Wright, 
who saw no objection to such e visit. 

I left the matter with General Arnold la Washington 
that on say return to Mexico City I would lasted lately take 
up such a Visit with the President of Mexico, as I felt that 
the approval of the President was necessary before such s 
visit should take place, although I had the full confidence 
that it would be highly welcomed by the President and the 
high military officials. 

You will recall that I oame to Mexico City with 
Colonel Deerwester, of the Joint Mexican-United states De
fense Commissi on * and with Colonel Gibson, of the Army Air 
Forces, who was designated by General Arnold to make the 
trip in order to see the field on which the display wouid 
be held and to Jtvtnrmine the landing and display facilities 
available, and particularly to determine whether It is 
feasible to bring a B-29 to the Mexico City airport. 

Immediately on my arrival on November 22, 1 called on 
the Minister of National Defense, General Urquizo, 
accompanied by Colonel Deerwsster. I explained to him the 
purpose of my visit. General Guzman Cardenas, the Military 
Attache at the Mexican Embassy at Washington, at my request 
was present during the conversation. I had mentioned this 
natter to General Guzman Cardenas in an informal and inoffi
cial way in Washington. As soon as I raised the question of 
the visit of a demonstration unit and indicated that I 
should like to discuss It with the President, an well as 
with the Minister, the Minister stated that he and General 
Guzman Cardenas had been with the President the day before, 
and he had expressed great pleasure that such a visit of n 
demonstration unit was contemplated and had Indicated that 
if on my return I raised this matter with him officially, 
his answer would be "yes**. X explained to General u*rquizo, 
the Minister, what we had in mind, and he said that the 
visit would be most acceptable. I said that under the cir
cumstances I did not deem it necessary to take it up with 
the President, and the Minister said that now that I had 
taken up the matter officially he could already inform me 
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that It would not be necessary to take up the matter further 
with the President, as the President h@d already indicated 
hie agreement, the Minister said that he would see the 
President the following morning and state to him that the 
formal approach had been made and that the approval of the 
President end of the Mexican Government had b&m given. He 
said that X could eonvey this information to the Dapartmaat 
and to General Arnold by telegram lsaraedlately. 

X should like to add that the attitude of the Minister 
of National Defense and of Ganeral Gasman Girdanas was iaoat 
receptive and, la fsctt really aethusiaetis. They said that 
this visit of a demonstration unit of our Air Force would 
b© moat acceptable and Interesting following the demonstra
tions on the return of the Mexican squadron. I knew that 
such • visit would be acceptable, but I was somewhat 
surprised at the very real warmth and, I say say, even en
thusiasm wita which the suggestion was received. It Is a 
vary interesting and satisfying expression of the collabora
tion which exists between our two countries in the defense 
as wail as in other fields. 

Colonel Gibson, who is a very responsible officer of 
the Aray Air Force and who had charge of some of the 8-29 
operations against Japan, and who is now stationed in the 
Pentagon, la aow tasking appropriate investigations of the 
air field, particularly fros the point of view of determin
ing whether it will •• safe end feasible for B-29*0 t© land 
on the Mexico City airport. The B-29* as you know, Is the 
heaviest of our military plaiias; and the question as to 
whether the facilities of the airport la Mexico City are 
adequate for the safe landing and departure of such a piane, 
IMS to be carefully investigated, as it would be vary on-
desirable to nave a mishap. Colonel Gibson is going into 
tills and will sake his report to General Arnold on his rs-
turn to Washington on Monday, November 26. What his deal-
aIon will be, I am not able to foresee. I have taken the 
liberty of saying fchst in say ©pinioa, while it would bs very 
fins to have some 8-29*s in the demonstration unit, as this 
was tas type of ship that the Mexican squadron helped to 
protect, it would be batter for B-29's not to come if there 
Is any doubt as to the probability of their safe landings 
and departure. It would, of course, not bs desirable to 
have sny mishap. I a© sure that the Ax®& Air Force is 
keeping this fully in aiad, and it is for this reason that 
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Colonel Gibson, who is expert In these matters, has been 
sent bore to go into this matter. 

The composition of the demonstration unit, that is 
the number of planes and types which will be Included there
in, will be determined on the return of Colonel Gibson to 
Washington * It is, of course, desirable that one or mora 
of the various types of combat plane* in which the Mexicans 
ere particularly Interested, should be included in the unit* 

Appropriate publicity will have to be given some time 
before the arrival of the unit In Mexico City, and X assume 
that the Army Air Force will wish to give some publlolty 
•t homOj If only for the purpose of assuring that there will 
be no misunderstanding of the visit of the demonstration 
unit. I shall endeavor to px'^p&T9 something whioh could be 
uj&ed here by us end the Mexicans as the basis of the 
publicity for the visit, and X shall endeavor to give to 
Colonel Gibson and Colonel Deerwester before they leave a 
copy of such proposed publicity to be released in due course. 
This would of eoursse h«ve to be dona some days before the 
actual arrival of the ships. 

The ships axe to remain h&x® four days. They would 
arrive here on e Thursday, and that will give time for the 
ships to be appropriately disposed for display st the air
port during the remainder of that day. On Friday, the 
President and the highest Military officials and cabinet 
members would have the opportunity of visiting the ships. 
On Saturday o more considerable number of Army officers and 
Mexican officials could be given the opportunity to visit 
the ships. On Sunday the demonstration unit would bo open 
to the publio, and appropriate arrangements, of course, 
would be made through the stationing of Mexican military 
guards, etc. to oontrol the visit* High Mexican officials, 
of oourse, eould visit the interior of the ships. Others 
could only flew them from the tatterior, but eppropriate 
arrangements would be made so that they would have a real 
view of the ships • in the case of some by building ramps 
aver the wings so that they Oan see the inside from the 

ramp, 

Z think this visit will serve s very desirable purpose. 
I shall keep you informed of ony detail* as they develop. 
Colonel Deerwester and Colonel Gibson will be able to give 

you/ 



5 -

you M y further details in which you may be Interested when 
they return to Washington, which is planned for Moveaber 26. 

I am a en ding you herewith, a oopy of the preliminary 
telegram which I nave sen* through the Department today for 
General Arnold. 

With all good wishes, 

Cordially ©lid s incerely your a, 

George S^Kesaeramlth 

Eoeiosurat 
Oopy of telegram of 
November 24, 1945. 
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