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This is Mr. Edgar Reillly on the eighth of August,
1968 at 55 Columbla Avenue in Rehobothe.

Now you want me to talk about the Qseecss

How it began. Talk about as you were with your
grandmother,

Anything? Yes, well, 8sceees

And how ﬁhey grew to lotsSecsee

. Grandmother Rellly was one of those who bought lots
down here the first day that lots were offered for sale by the
Methodlst corporation that had bought two farms and that lay be=
tween the camp meeting site oak grove.,..a... near the foot of Co-
Jumbia Avenue here and the 00eaNl ceeBeee Her, the first lot was
18 Columbia Avenue ...a... 18 a Virginia Avenue. She put a cottage
there the very first summer. She said she was the first one to
move iInto her house because she moved in before the roof was
finished,

Would these be one room cottages or two room cottages?

Oh no, no, no, her cottageececes '

Or was it really a cottage?

Her cottage, her original ﬁome, was a, was & - conslste
ed of a living room and a downstairs bedroomesseBecee aNd Beecesse
well, I guess it really wasn't a downstairs bedroom. It was a
living roonm pfobébly and a dining room and a little lean-to kitchen
downstairs and, and three bedrooms upstairs. And then she bought a
camp meetling cottage on the ... when the canmp meeting grounds were
broken up. BShe bought a camp meeting cottage and moved it up andv
put it on the back of her house with an alir space between a... the

Beee baCK ... and tne ca... the camp meeting cottage and the house
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that she had built.

We call this a breezeway todaye.

And that was a breezeway.

Right,

Because that camp meeting house had an overhang on
the second floor. The bedroom, one of the two bedrooms, the front
bedroom on that came way out over the a, the as..... story, see. 8o
we called it hurricane deck. It had blg storm doors on each end and,
and sereen doors; but when you opehed up in the summer, the wind
Just swept through that place and it was a delightful place to work.

It would be.

And we Just loved that place.

Uh huh.

Hurricane deck was our favorite spot. Uh hem, 80 by
that time she had a five bedrooms upstairs and one bedroom down and
e living room and a dining room because a the what was the living
room of the o0ld cobe...camp meeting house became the dining room, s
very pleturesque 1little dining room with a lean-to kitchen behind
ite A ... and it was a very cool and pleasant cottage. It had nice
blg porches across the front and down the slde, the ocean side. A,
well, ae..es I spent a lot of time there as a boy, particularly after
my mother died when I was twelve years old. But my mother also had
a cottage here on Baltimore Avenue which was built, not the first
year I guess, but at least the second because her father was one of
the town, one of the board of directors that a governed the community
for awhile before they set up the town commission system, I think.

Now thls was - they were permanent resldents there?

No, no, they were summer, |

They were jJjust summer, they were summer residents?

This was a2ll summer, There were hardly any permanent
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reslidents down here at that time, you knowe

Uh huh.

As.s people moved here finally: people - painters,
and plumbers and carpenters. But there was nothing here, of course,
except the hotel, That had been 1ln exlstence somewhere down there
on the shore towards Dewey Beach.

Now this was when -~ 18907

No, this was 1878, '

Oh my, this is before then. O.K.

This is 1878 or 1879 cor '90., BSomewhere along in there
and we have been coming down here ever sincee.

Uh huh. |

And we've owned property here ever Since ccefeece 3ees
my mother sold her hcuse finally but we held on to the cottage on
Virginia Avenue for many, many years until Just ...2... Then nmy
uncle came down here ...a...o0ne winter ...da... One winter he and
his mother came dowvn here to their little house. They had some heat
in it. You know, one of those +...8... eh, uh, «...chunk stoves,

Uh huh.

In the dining room. A,,.,they came down here and g...
they had a big snow storm and he walked over here in the woods and
at that time there was no bridge across this little lake. There were
no streets layed out here. The only street in this whole section of
Rehoboth was Columbia Avenue. And he came down here and walked over to
a Columbla Avenue and came back into thls area which was all thick
pine grove at that time. It was rather young pine, I guess, about
thirty years or so. And he like it so much; it was s0 warm and plea-
sant that he bought this whole c¢ity bleock and was really responsible
for starting this development in Rehoboth.

Uh huh.
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North of the Little Lake.

Uh huhe

And a eventually a the streets were cut out and the
bridge was a -~ streets were cut out in through here. The bridge was
put across the lake. Ao..I don't know whether he was responsible
for that or not because he came down here to live. He built just
one room with a lean-to kitchen and a couple of bedrooms over it. And
when he moved down here to live, when his business went, went out of
business in Wilmington, he enlarged the houses A... he enlarged the
house a t0 1ts present state pretty much a and lived there till he
died. A ... well to go back to the old days, older days, this was
in the decade, the first decade of our present century. But a back
in the 0ld days when a as I sald there was no railroad in to Rehoboth
at first., People had to come by hack from Lewes 'bout gix, seven
miles away.

The railroad ren to Lewes?

The rallroad ran to Lewes; And then finally the rail-
road was put in and ran right down the middle of Rehoboth Avenue.
The railroad station was Just about opposite where a, where a ...
that a Peterson's Houae}of Fudge is now,

Yes.

Right along in there a...the...2....{long hesitation)
They came a - they rented, rented taxis or they rented hacks over
here in Lewes before the railrocad.

Did anybOdYeecsoee

Yes, there was, there was a livery stable down here.
Livery by the name of Joseph, Joseph famlly that had the étables.
And one of our chief amusements in those early days when I was a
child, was to rent a hacke

Uh huh.
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Drawn by two horses or four horses or more and, and
ride up the big dumes up here at the cape 1f the tide was out er to
go down to the bay and, Rehoboth Bay, and go seiling...a... grand...
a that....we used to organlize parties, you know, that sort of thing.

How long did the camp meeting continue here?

That I don't know. That I don't know. |

Were you ever at camp meetings here?

As I understand it, as I understand‘it - No, I den't
remember anything about it - as I understand it, they built a taber-
nacle in the town finally. A4A.... they cut the oak grove down or
most of it as I understand it. My grandmother told me. They cut the
ocak grove down and used the wood to build the first boardwalk.

Uh huh.

Which was really the very first year or so that the
town was layed out, and then as I - somebody named Hazzard whose.....

He Just died.

Just dled...a...t0ld Mrs. Cochéran who has a his...

brief history of Rehoboth in her art.cesees

(MRS.R.) You know, I was jJust thinkinge.e....
(MR. R.) A... walt a minute.
(DAVE) That's all right. She can talk. Go ahead and talk.
(MRS. R.) No, no, no.
(DAVE) That's all right.
(MR. R.) That's all right - go ahead.
(MRS. R.) I'11 do somethingeeess.
(MR. R.) Get the book if you know where it 1is.
(MRS. R.) What book?
(MR, R.) Have you éeen that book
Uh huh.

(MRS. R.) What book?
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It's by Louise déchoran’s "Sand in Your Brushes,"
history of the art people of theesecess She has a whole intro-
ductory history of Rehoboth.

I want to talk to her.

And you ought to - well, she's very deaf, you know.

Yeh, I know. Mr. McCabe told me that.

Nowe....8he has a, a lot about the early, early days.
About the Indian settlements and all that sort of thing down here
which I don't know too much about. My father was much intereated
in it, but I don't know myself.

When did your father come down here permanently?

My uncle? |

Or your uhcle.

When he built this place. Well, he was mayor of the
town in 1912. I think he must have come down in 1910 or 'l1,

| Uh huh.

Asess this is published in 1912 and he was mayor of
the +... Rehoboth at that time.

This was your uncle at the time. Now he'd be really
Besocsee

Yes.

Uh huhe.

Th€esesleess in those days back in the - before I can
remember, my grandmother told me they used to - the town was leveled
off - the ground was leveled off. The farm, you know, was seort of
leveled off. I suppose and layed out in streets and such and she
8ald they had terrible sand storms whenever the weather got dry and
hot and the wind blew. And the cattle...a...farmers used to put
their cattle out to graze on the salt marshes up here north of us.

And they'd be driven mad by the mOsquitoes and flles.
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Mosquitoes, right.

They'd come....stampeed and come bellowing through the
town and you'd wake up in the morning and find your yard full of
wild cattle. (Laughs) And of course in those early days there was
no electricity, no gar...2.. no town water....a2... I, a, can remember
very well this - all of these detalls because ...a8..a.. first thing
we d1d when we came down here was to, t$t0 be sure that we had some
water.

Uh huh.

And you had to prime your pump so you ran to a neighbor
if there was anyoene open nearby and got a bucket of water or two and
tried to prime your pump. And if that didn't work, then you had to
have a new leather put on the pump. And that tasted of some kind of
oll for a couple of weeks, a flavor I never became fond of.

Yes, fond of at all.

That was one of the first things to do.

When was that?

Oheeoo |

When are you talking about?

When I was a boy. |

19202 19107

Oh na. |

19107

1910,

1910.

See, I'm seventy five years old.

All right now, Horne's was still here then, wasn't 147

Horne's? I don't remember when Horne's was built. |

Yeh, weil, he said about 1900.

Yes, uh huh.
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And blew down in 1914,

Yes, uh, well, yes, well that was during my salad days.

Do you remember that big storm in 195147

AvesssI wasn't down here, no. . I know it vashed away
an awful lot of stuff glong the beaches.

Yes, yes

The town, the storms have washed away one, a one a
boardwalk after another.

Yeh, each one closer.

Bach one closer.

In moving backeeseso

Yes, now I can remember perfectly well riding down all,
the whole length of Rehoboth beach fron in a horse and carriage on
Surf Avenue.

Uh huh, which 1s no longer there.

No longer there.

Uh huh.

Not only when I was a boy a there were Just cottages, and
a hotel or twe on a Burf, Surf Avenue and that was all - no a, no a
commercliagl stuff aesess and then Geeeee

When did the commereclal development begin?

And then the streets, then the streets thefe. And then
the boardwalk. The boardwalk was layed, was layed right on the bluff,

How high was the bluff?

Well, it's still there;

Yeh, you can see 1t really when you get down in the
water.

I guess maybe ten, twelve, fifteen feet high.

Ten, twelve, fifteen fest.

I don't know. I don't really. It differs, you know,
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it's lower up here by the Hotel Henlopen than it is down around
Rehoboth Avenue. That a bluff 18 ae....well, we had g, we had no
ice, of course, either, you know, in those days. A... I... the a
esse NO ice was avallable at all down here. 8o every cottage had
its own deep, dry well. The a.... we had one in our yard over there
on Virginla Avenue that a.... and all the food was kept in that dry
wells And each a, you had, you had a... cover, that cover, that or
114, you know, from the inside that raised. You had a platform
firste.

Uh huh.

A kind of a ralsed platform. I know there was a
spoke up the center of that platform, a square hole and there was
an edge of course around that....a... a two by four or something of
that sort with hooks on it all the way around. Now on each hook
there was a long string and a the bottom of each string there was
a bucket or something, you know, and you kept your milk and your eggs
and your meat and all.

This was the way you kept.everything cold?

That's they way you kept everything oold..

Uh huh.

And it d4id very well, too.

When did they start really the commercisl development?
When did you get an iece house for example? '

I don't know the date. 4

Would it have been before or after World War One.

Oh before.

It was before World War One then?

Yes, it was before World War One; World War One. I'm
sure. I think so. I think it must have been. A.sce.the ascea...

the old one, the ice plant was right where it is still.
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Uh huh.

The first ice plant.

Did they cut ice ocut of the lake over here?

No. |

There was no ice house here then?.

No, you don't get enough ice dowﬂ here to get ice.

I wouldn't think so really.

No, no, if we get any skating here, it's very unusual.

Yehe

Just maybe for s few days in the winter.

Whateeeooo

I've seen the ocean full of ice.

Uh huh.

But 1t came down the bay.

A.... there used to be a great deal more ice in the
ocean, didn't there than there, that there is now - or not?

Well, since we've been here, we've been here; we've seen
the ocean full of ice twice. The one year it a «... the whole ocean
wag just white, It.... there was some clear water way out to sea but
ese8ses there was an enormous ice flow all the way along the whole
cogst here and a the high tide would bring it up and pile it up on
the beach. - Asee We had a dike of lce blocks a... stretching from the
cape to all the way down as far as I went down the beach beyond the
inlet. It was about six feet high on the ocean side, two or three
feet high on the land side a - Just a solid dilke of ice.

Uh huh.

The ocean really Just looked like the Arctic Sea.

Uh huh.

But that was a very cold winter, otherwise 1it's not

very ¢old down here. A... then they had a...a... and of course, we
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had no running, no toliet facilitlies of any kind. S0 it @ecsee
in the backyard we had the necessary facllity. (Laughs)

The necessary house as it was called in the eighteenth
centurye.

But 1t was always part of the unit.

Uh huh,.

I don't know whether any of those are still standing
or not on the rear of the lots around down here. I don't suppose
80, But there was a, at first there was a privy and then there was
a8 woodshed 1In ours and then there was a chlcken coop and there were
two bath houses - all in this one long....

All together?

One story unit. And 8¢..2.., why did we need a weod
shed? Because...a.. the only way we could cock was on a wood stove.

On a wood stove.

Uh huh.

And a wood shede.ee.

And the wood used to be brought in from the farms in
oxcarts. I can still remember seeing those ox, ox, oxcarts a come
upe

They didn't use horses? They came from over here in
Sussex county, over aroundesecse

Well, they came from these neighboring farms right
out here just outside Rehoboth.

They cut the wood.

And a, they brought the wood in 1in an oxcart and backed
it up and dumped 1t over the fence. And then I had to put it in
the wood shed, of course.

That would have been right here in this, In this..ceee

Community.
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Even when you were in this house?

No, no, not in this house. ’

Not in this house?

No, not ih this hbuse. Ae.. the time of this house,
this house had an o0ll stove right from the start I think. And then
a electricity a... but at first we hadn't an.... we didn't even have
any oil stoves in, in the house on Virglnia Avenue. We had Just the
8, the a, jJust this wood stove. Aeece. 1t WS Besen S0 there were
quite a lot of chores to perform in the morning as you can imagine.
In those days 1life wasn't anything like as easy as 1t is now.

You chopped wood?

You had to bring in the wood, split up some kindling
some times, you lmow. Bring in the wood and clean out the slop jars
and so forth upstairs and put fresh water up in the.bowls and in
the market - ther was, there as, and there was almost very little
food that you could get down here.

Where did you buy your food?

Why you sat on your front p&rch and hucksters brought
it to you.

The hucksters came by, did they?

Yes, Grandmother Just sat on thé porch and a one farmer
would come by selling a.... chicken and eggs for example and fresh
vegetables,

Course they'd be live chickens.

Oh always, yes, that was the reasen for the chicken
COOp.

Sure.

Now, he'd cut the head off, er ceurse, if you wanted
him to, but usually since he came maybe only twice a week or some-

thing of that kind and good meat was pretty scarce and hard to come
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by.

Yes.

A, we'd have, we'd buy a several chickens and put them
in the coop. That was my Jjob, of course.

Then when you wanted the chicken, why you'd go out....

You'd go oué and wring their neck.

And kill a, the chicken.

Wring a chickén’s neck and for a couple 0fececss

How about beef? Did you get beef as well?

I think 1t was ﬁostly a dried beef. '

Dry, salted, ceanned,

There was one store. Dick, Mr. Dick had a store down
here right where the American Stere is now.

And he so0ld groceries?

And he seld groceries;

(MRS. R.) That was the name I was trying to remember the other
night.

(DAVE) Dick?

(MRS. R.) Dick;

Yeh, @..... Dick's a family, an old family down here.

Are they still here.

There are Dicks still here. Yes, there are stlll Josephs
here although, although the...I don't think they're, I don't think,
I doen't know whether there's anyone by the name of Joseph that's
s8till living down here. A, and &e¢..... but Dick had a store there
and Miss(?) Lingo finally had a store.

and, of course, that's still here. There's still a
Lingo's.

Yes, that's, that's not the original store, but the

original store burnt down a, but a we've had some terrible fires
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here.
I was golng to say = there have been fires 1in Rehoboth,
haven't there?
'Oh yes, we've had some terrible fires here, yes.
Streets swept away, a whole city block.
BEverything was built of pine mostly?
- BEverything built of wood, uh, excepﬁ a few brick, one
or two brick houses that have been around down here...a...
How come no brick? Did all the brick have to be brought
in?  Was there ever a brick worﬁs down here?
| I'don't remember that there wés every any brick work
right nearby.
Uh huh.
Acssose
And wood was always abundant?
And woed was always a easily'available. Although this
8.... nOW this house, you see, is all - all built, all the inside
walls are, are, I mean the, the, they call thls sealing as I remember
it. My uncle didn't want any plaster because he thought that plaster
got damp down here ande....a... S0 he had the whole house, like g
many other houses bullt at this tlme, are finished in this way.
Uh huh.
Not, course, it's not paneling because paneling hadn't
come in in that time.
Uh huh.
How would they fight a fire. Was there a fire company
here?
| There's been a fire company since, ever since I can
remember. A4, well, I don't know about: that.either come to think of
it. Mr. Horne could tell you something about that. He, he's interest-
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ed in it because his a Blue Hen Theater burnt down and his house
burnt down, I think, which was right back of it. I remember going
down there and helping throw things out the windowe I WaS.seeese

Do you remember about when that was?..

Oh, I guess I was a high school student.

Uh huh,

I'm, I'm rusty on dates.

Yeh, well a, most people, most peocle are.

I've come down sc long now, you know, that a...things
kind of merge.

Well, you're here, you're here all the time now, aren't
you?

| Oh yes, we've lived here.....

How long have you lived here all the.eccess

Ten years. |

Ten years?

Ten yeara; We came down here the fall of '58 and a this
eeee this aeess NOWeseo habits and customs, of course have- changed
a great deal in Rehoboth from the way they were when I was a boy.

We had to go over to town to get our mail.

Uh huh.

To the post offlce twice a day. The train ceme in in
the morning, late morning, and then the train came in again in early
evening. 4nd you'd go over to meet the train,

And would the train come from Wilmington?

Yes, and then you'd meet the train and tﬁen you'd go
to the post office and stand around and talk toc all your friends till
the mall was sorted. Uh, uh - and then you'd walk up to the window
and get your mail a, and that was one of the soclial events of the

day. (Chuckles)
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Sure, well, that was where you met everybody ==--=- .

That's where you met everybody. And then the a..ec2e.e
We didn't do very much sunbathing when I was a boy.

Why not?

Well, I éuppose it was partly because we had no really
good sun tan lotions. I don't recall anything. Noxema came in.
I remember that. You put that on after you got burnt usuallye.

Uh huh. That didn't tan you.

A, then we would a put 8.... we - I don't remember that
a people lay around in the sun at all. A wowen, of course, were
very careful to preserve a thelr complexions. It was.considered to
be extremely bad taste to get sunburnt, you know. You, you didn't
do thate.

You didn't even want to get brown?

Oh, you didn't want to get brown, ﬁo, no. There wore
long stockings On Qeeeces

And big hatse.

And long...and big hats, long armsleeves on thelr bath-
ing sults, you know.

Did they swim much? Did they actually go in the water?

No, a, the women didn t swim much, not when. I was a
boy. They went out and hung on to a 1life line out there.

There were, there were ropes out there, weren't there?

There were ropes out there fastened out to some sort '
of an anchor, you know, and the women would hang on ‘to that: if they
Wer'Gesoso NO,, the women for the most part didn't.... Many of them -
now, of course, by the time I was a college stﬁdent coming down here -
those are the days I can remember most vividly, of course. A, the
glirls could swim. A, we did qulte a little lounging around on the

beach,



(17)

This was in 1920's?

This was a oh - I éraduated from college in 1915.

Oh, all right. Right before World War One then.

This was during the '11 to 'l1l5 periods A... and we
had a - the Hotel Henlopen then was the center of soclal life in
Rehoboth.

Is it where, was 1t where it presently 1s?

It was where it 1s, but it didn't loock a bit 1like it,
as, as it didn't look a bit like 1t does now. No, it = you'll see
a pieture here. There's an issue of an old "Tatler,“ +that I -
the town vacationer that & had a plcture of the 0ld Hotel Henlopen
in it. Acecese

It was a wooden structure?

It was a blg three story Qooden structure, ‘I guess al=-
most four storlies if you count the ground floor with a serlies of
porches on it, all around the sides.

People were great for porches, weren't they?

Oheeoo '

They used to love to sit on porches.

Those porches were wonderful. Those porchaes were a
perfectecccee

Yeh.

There was hardly a night in Rehoboth in the summer time
that you couldn't get up there on the Hotel Henlopen porch and find
a nice breeze.

Did people walk up and down the boardwalk?

Oh yes. '

The way they do now?

Every night we went ﬁown. Of course there were pavi-

lions ae..2..at the foot of the streets...a.. first they were on the
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ocean side and then when they were washed away, they were put back
on the other side.

Was Rehoboth Avenue the central avenue? Was that the
central axis where the train came in? '

Yes, that's where the ﬂfains came in, up, up Rehoboth
Avenue. A4nd the post office is usually right near there. A4nd Horne's
pavilion, of course, was right at the end. But you didn't need =~
you went down for the mall and then you walked up and down the board-
walk and talked with all your friends and met your girls and, and,
and on Wednesday nights and SBaturday nights you danced at the Hotel
Henlopens A.... the other nights - there was a moving plicture louse
too, by that time here.

That was probably Horne's movie house.

Yes, it was the Blue Hen Theater. A...the a... but it
was a quiet place, you know. 4&and for a long time it was dry,

I was goling to say - was there any liquor here - I

doubt it.

No, for a long time it was dry.

Uh huhe

Asestnideeeda.oe there was no liquor to be sold here at
all.

Well, were most of the people here full time? I mean
did they live here all summer? But there, there were no wéekend
people? '

' It wasn't - no, weekends were hardly worth your while.

I took four hours on the train from Wilmington. Aesc..and g.... longer
I think. Very few people had automobliles. A«eecetOeesgoee and it was
a long drive down here, too, you know, on rather poor roads,

And the roads weren't very good.

Well, after DuPont put that ae....maln highway in -
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what 1s now Route 13, at least you could get somewhere near Rehoboth
on that. But from Mllford down or Georgetown over, it was just pretty
much Jjust d4irt road.

Uh huh.

A...Rehoboths..a.,.0h it was a quiet place. Yes, it
vas a quiet sort of famlly place. And you knew the same people who
came back year after year. You met the same crowd and I enjoyed it
very mich ecelecses

What was 1t 1like 1n the twentles? Did it get gay in
the twenties? o |

'Well, I don't.e...

A little gayer?

I wasn't here éo much in the <.... ye8, 1t began as
they put good roads in. It began to get much more...a... much more
weekend crowd, much more gayer. A, I wasn't here so much during the
early a beginning of the twenties. A, after 1924 when I took over
this propertye..a... my aunt died and left me this, this house, this
this property here. Then we came down pretty regularly and have
been almost ever since. But it was still a pretty quiet place in
1924 a compared with a the a big resorts like Ocean City, Ocean City,
Maryland for example. A...no, it a I a, don't like the way Rehoboth
is going actually,

Why?

Unh?

Why?

Oh,‘it's getting too nolsy and a (hesitation) of course,
I'm getting old, you see. I like it quiet.

Oh now, I, I look at Rehoboth, you know, like a last
night and I think of Rehoboth as a very quiet town.

Uh huh.
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Compared to a place like a Wildwood, New Jersey or
Ocean City, New Jersey.

Well novw, I haven't been to Wildwood.

They're very nolsy and very carnival 1ike ande.e...

Uh huh, welle.es.

How do you, how do you account for the fact that Re-
hoboth has stayed as relatively quiet as it has?

Partly, of course, because 1t was inaccessible for
80 many years.

You couldn't get to it?

Uh huh, uh, 1t was hard to get to, to a...Ocean City,
Maryland was easier to get to.

Did they run & railroad over to Ocean City?

Because the railroad, the rallroad from Baitimore
to Washington over here to Ocean Clty, Maryland I guess was much,
was a much better, faster service. It must have been than the one
to Rehobothe. I don't know anything about that. Well, elther that,
either that or the raillroad pushed Ocean City - one or the other.

Uh huh. And promoted it. ‘

Promoted it. I think they 4id in fact.

Uh huhe

The railroad couldn't get its hands on Rehoboth.

Why not?

This tnﬁh vas run for years by a few, a group of na-
tives I think pretty largelye.

People fromeccecse

Mr. Tatman, people that lived here.

Lived in, 1in Rehoboth?

In rehoboth. ’

They were not Wilmington people?



(21)

No, no, no, they were the carpenters,‘the painters,
the plumbers, the +..8... Others that lived right here in the town
as far as I can recall. They pretty much really rightly ran the
place.

Uh huh.

Uh, now, there were always some out of town commissione
ers on the Board of Commissioners but a my impression is that Rehoboth
was pretty much controlled by a these people who didn.....resisted,
more or less resisted change +..d... didn't want anybody else coming
in to get hold of things. That's my impression now. I may be all
wrong about it.

They wanted to keep 1t, they wanted to keep 1t quiet.
They wanted to keep 1t Seseces

I don't know whether they wanted to keep it quiet or
whether they wanted to keep it under their control. I'm not sure.

I can't really talk gbout that.

Well, there's been con....a nunber of families, or
some families have made considerable amount of money out of Rehoboth
in real estate.

Oh, they have. Oh yes, indeed they have. Some of
these families have made quite a lot of money out of Rehobothe They
bought up a lot of land ae.. the 2¢.... Now, of course, when I first
owned this place, Henlopen Acres over here was just a farm. The a,
and the north shores was Jjust a marsh, a salt marsh 2e¢....

This is 1924%

Yes, and whaﬁ it called Rehoboth Helghts, which is a
gsection south of a the Catholic church and the Presbyterian church,
that whole area over there, this side of Silver lLake, the last street
in Rehoboth was I think Philadelphla Street.

Uh huh.
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Run off at an angle there over towards the a.... by
the church «....a that was just a farm to0. SOeee.o

A... did farmers hang on to those. Did the farmers
sell off the lots or did someocne come in and buy the farms and then
sell off,

They bought, someone bought the whole outfit and layed
it out in streets, you know, and developed 1t.

The farmers never really developed it then?

No, no, no, no, no,. it a, it a, it was quiﬁe a compli-
cated history to this Henlopen Acres that I wouldn't dare go into
but eventually - but it fell inot the hands of Mr. and Mrs. Cochoran,
who have done g.eees

Who, who developed it.

Who developed 1t and did a beautiful jJjob of it, you
know.

Right.

Beautiful job! And a I don't know who was respensible,
I don't remember who was responsible for iaying out a what we call
Rehoboth Helghts over there, the area south of the old town a cause
the 0ld town was shaped very much like a partially epened fan,

Uh huh, with Rehoboth Avenue in the center.

Rehoboth Avenue more or less in the center, you know.

And Columbia Avenue came off that.

Came off this waye.

Yese.

And some shorter streets came off this way. You've
seen the old maps?

Yeh; right.

And that was all because the camp meeting was out back

here, see.
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And that was the Rehoboth Corporation that originally

owned that?
| Yes.
That was your stockholders when your grandmothersse.e.
That was your stockhelders, yes.
Right.
The late ¢..2¢e. the & ¢eecee 80 Well, no I don't know
whateecooo |

Well, we were talking about how it was developed and
how and, 8ndecess

.Now there are other people down here probably who, wheo
have pald a little more attention to that sort of thing than I have.
Aeceess I haven't been too much interested in the way that it has
developed except t0 keep 1t a decent cottage coleny rather. I, 1
don't. want the place to get over-crowded. I hate to see the place
get over-crowded to the point where there's no elbow room in it for
anythinge.

Do you think that's in danger of happening?

Well, you see we have rather a restricted Seacbthere,
you know. I mean we don't - this isn't a big place, you know.

Uh huh.

It doesn't have a long a.... it doesn't have Qeeess
we, we, we go back inland more than along the beach front.

Uh huh, yeh, yes, I understand e...2... that you, that
yOu.... it goes back and doesn't spread out like for instance Ocean
City does.

No, they're notese..

Like a 133rd Street.

Miles and miles Ofeecsne

Right.
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Now, of course, there are, there is land down there
but then you run on to Dewey Beach and run on Into......

Now that 1s developing, that is growing!

That is growing, isn't it. |

Yeh.

In sort of a sloppy fashion. (Chuckles)

Well, this 1s the difference between Rehoboth for
example and Dewey Beach and places like that.

Uh huh.

How about the Depression? Did the Depression hurt
Rehoboth? D1d or 4did most of the, mosﬂ of the people who lived here
continue £o stay on during the Depression because welle.eseoe

Well, I don't know, I, I, don't remember seeinge...
you mean the people that lived here, the permanent residenta?

Yeh. |

As far as I know, they all stuck around.

And they continued to come?

And 8.... PEOPlEes... nOW tﬁe a Henlopen Acres was
started Just about the beginning of the Depression and, and had a
big struggle getting going. A, what really started Rehoboth growing
fast were the good roads that they put in.

Uh huhe

It's been the automoblile that brought them.

And made it accessible.

Made it aceesslble. It 1is now Just the most accessible
8 seashore resort to Washingtan and Begltimore.

Uh huh, and yet Washington and Baltimore doesn't coms
here that much in, in, in a great numbers. Baltimore goes to Ocean
City.

Always have, I think.
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Always has.

Always has.

" Washington tends to come here.

Washington comes here. Thls big crowd up the beach
here are mostly Washingtonlans.

Up on Whiskey Beach?

Yes, on Whiskey Beéch.

What kind of a place is that?

Haven't you ever been up there?

Never been there. |

Well, it's Jjust park, state parkland,.

Uh huh.

And 1its controlled by the parkee..

Commission?

Gommission; They a, and they a have a great big parking
lot and a some a chemical toliets a.... that's all they have up there.
And.e.es+2s00o these young people go up there by the hundreds and
they don't a -~ to drink their beer and their - mostly beer, I think.

They can drink up there, can they?

Oh yes, there's no law against driﬁking there.

But you can't on Rehoboth beach?

That's, that's the reason they ﬁoved out of Rehoboth,
you knowe They were chased off the Rehoboth beaches, then they were
chased off the Henlopen Acres beaches, beach, which they tried to -
well, I don't think they really realized they were trespassing, they
were moving up on that Henlopen Aeres beach, beach c¢lub beasch. 4nd
a 80 a then they moved up and they, they've always been a well-behaved
crowd, you knowv.

Uh, but it's not Rehoboth.

But it's not Re - oh, they live in Rehoboth I think,.
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Do they?

I think ﬁost amy. I think most of the, those young -~
don't they, don't most of.ee.e

I don't know. I don't know.

Oh, I think they must.

Uh huh. | o

Stay around here somewhere., You 8€€ 8esse Mrs.;ﬁ;%éi(f)
McCabe can tell you about that because I'm quite sure she rents cot-‘
tages to these groups of Washlingtonians. A group of men will, will
rent a house,

Uh huhe.

And they use it chiefly on the weekends, you know.

Uh huh.

And a group will rent a house and a then they all get
together up here on the, on Whiskey Beach.

Whiskey Beach. (Chuckles)

And I imagine a qulite a number of the a larger houses
are rented that waye Ae.... Well a, they're well behaved people.

When did they really start to build hotels in Rehoboeith?
Not until the roads opened up -1 suspect. ‘

Well, the Hotel Henlopen's been there since =~ well,
the dates given 1In this, In this record here.,

Uh huh.

Before my daye.

That's not the same family that owns 1% now though?

Oh no, no, noc. '

It changed hands?

It used -~ when iﬁ I was young there, there was a family
named Burton, but Mr. Burton ran the hotel and then there was a

Belhaveniia.s.o.on that corner of Rehoboth Avenue and ocean frent
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essBesss and then there have been other hotels which have burnt
down. A4.... there was the Surf House, before my day, a.... Lhere
were several hotels down here in the early days that have been des-
troyed. 1 can mentlicn those three hotels: the White House, the
Surf House, and the Douglas House, I think was the o0ld original
hotel that was here even before the camp meeting ground.

I remember reading in this Federal Readers Guide, they
sald there was a hotel here for Negroes as well., There were four
white hotels and one for Negroes.

I don't remember.

I would guess that was where Negro servants or people
would, who worked here, Negroes who worked here, would stay.

There has been a Negro motel out here.

Uh huhe

On the other side of the Canal, very nice looking one
too, Malloye.

Uh huh.

Have yOUeecooeo

No, I really never been aware of it. 1I've never been
conscious of 1it.

Well, you ride right by on the way in.

You still don't see many Negroes on the beach in Re=-
hoboth though. You see some.

There used to be a speclal beach set aside for them for
years. It was right south of the Hotel Henlopen beach, right there
at the foot of Virginia Avenue.

Uh huhe

There Just between Virginia Avenue and the Hotel ‘beach
it was. The colored people were a, bathed and they had a coclored

lifeguard there. They had a pavilion that they could use 1in the
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evening there. A, but now, now they can use, I think, anyesceecs.

Yeh, I think it's opén completely.

Very different now - restaurants and everythlng else
down here. This place 1s a completely open to them except a I sup=-
pose most of them couldn't afford to rent the cottages down here
though.

And most of them probably couldn't afford to bulld
down here.

They couldn't afford to build down here, no,.

No, yehe.

Aevooee

What about the storm in '62% You were here then that -
you had moved down here. |

Oh, right here in this housel A.... well, 1t began
Monday evening if I remember correctly, that we were - I was in
Georgetown at a meeting. We had some difficulty getting home, it
was ralning so hard and blowing so hard, you know. It was pretty
tough driving.

Uh huh.

Aseeoand it blew all and rained all night and the next
morning and then it cleared off about noon on Tuesday.

Was 1t cold?

No, no, it #as above freezing. A.... we went down to
theeees I took my family, my wife and my sister, down to the beach to
wateh the surf which was really very, very large and heavy then. Aand
a the tide was high and they were fighting - there was a gang of men
down there with equipment trying to....put, to protect the foot of
Lake Avenue. Do you know Lake Avenue?

No. |

Well, you, you do know the street where the Hotel
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Henlopen 1s?

Right.

Well, a, the first street north of that 1s Lake Avenue.

Lake Avenue, 0.K.

And, and it comes up like this and goces around the
eorner into Surf and right there 1s one of the lewest spots in old
Rehoboth, and one of the most exposed because it sticks out. The
beach 1s out a high - a far, far out there. And they were trying to
protect that area. They were putting great blocks of cement down in
thers,

Was this the highway department that was doing it or
the state or the town of Rehoboth?

I, I don't know. I'h sorry I can't, I don't know.

Well, 1t really doesn't matter. |

It was Just they were trying to save the road there,

I suppose because the water was already coming up over the sldewalk
and a north of the hotel and was cutting in rather badly right where
that Jjetty 1is.

Uh huhe.

And then the storm, as 1 say, broke.up and seemed to be
dissipated. And then it clouded over and began blowing even harder.
And a.... Tuesday night I, I Jjust couldn't go to bed...a.. it was
roaring sc around here. These trees make a good deal of nolse, you
know, these big pines, when it gets to be a gale like that. 4nd I
was sitting here. I could hear a tree fall once in awhile and then
a the lights went out around ten o'clock. Then finally around two
o'clock in the morning, I a, I went over to the, out to the kitchen
to get a drink of water and I couldn't get any water. So I called. up
the police office and they, the pollice department, and they said,

"Well, we've lost all our water, The ocean has washed out the mains,
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the ones there down were exposed to the ocean and we haven't been able
to get the, couldn't get the mains turned off. So we've lost our
water. The pumps won't work." 4nd I thought, "My Lord, what a nice
time for a good fire.... to get started ande... 30 I sat up until
daylight, daylight about and then the current came on again and the
water came on. So I went to sleep. And got waked up somewhere a little
after eight. Drove over to town. Now, of course, as I drove into
towne....wsll, I'd never seen anything like it. This 1little lake over
here in back of the hotel was fflled with driftwood from the ocean. The
water had Just come right all over that whole area. 1In faet I had
forgot to tell you that Tuesday evening about eight o'clock I went.
down to see what was going on down there at the foot of Lake Avenue.
And I got down to Lake Avenue right there where First Street comes
there by the lake and I turned left to go down towards the ocean,
end I realized I was already in water up over my hubcaps from the
ocean. And I.could see that there were blg cars and trucks and men
vorking up there at that dangerous spot. 8o I backed out and got
out of there in a hurry. But the next morning the lake was well up
almost level with the bridge there, Just about -~ 1t was level to that
bridge. A4And the driftwood wae all around on the shores clear up.
The whole of Lake Avenue was flooded, the whole aes... And as you
drove down First Street, you could see the waves breakingl Now you
can't even see the, the surf.

Uh huhe

As you drive on Surf, on Pirst Street, you can't even
see any surf.,

Uh huh.

But you could stand on Surf Street. and see these waves
breaking, breaking high. My Lordl It was everything, it looked as

if 1t was Jjust going to take the whole town away, you know.
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Uh huh.

And I got down to Rehoboth Avenue and that bulkhead
held, held there at the foot of Rehoboth Avenue. The waves had hit
and the spray would fly - oh, I don't know, Lord knows -~ how many
feet up In the air. You could see these enormous things coming in
and here - well, they weren't by that time, they had gotten ae..a..
some of the mil.... the air foree I guess, militia, something, down
there, a some of the National Guard. So the town was - you couldn't
get - they wouldn't let you get beyond the Hotel Carlton on Rehoboth
Avenue.

Uh huhe.

But I got my, but I got my camera and went down there
and stood on that, the steps of the Hotel and got some rather striking
pictures of that surf breakling across the front. The Hotel, the
front of the Belhaven : was already caved in aﬁd~the Dolle's Qeves
Beese

Taffy.

Taffy place was going. 8o finally I went back to, I
went, I went to Maryland to Baltimore Avenue and I - there was police-
man, there was a soldier there and I said, "I want to see Dr. a
Marine," friend of mine, 0ld man, elderly gentleman, who lives, re-
tired physician, who lives there on Maryland Avenue, on Baltimore
Avenue between the ocean and the First Street. I sald, "I want to
see Dr. Marine." ™"Well," he said, "all right, but...a.. but be very
careful of falling wires." (Chuckles) So, so I went down to the
Marines and stopped to see them and then I went down to the a ocean
front and a «...a... the front end of the Atlantic Sands Motel was
already caving in. The boardwaik was gone. There was - they'd built
e new pavilion and a new public accommodations place there for, and

a place there for the a beach patrol a office for the a beach partol -
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all that was gone. The Dolle's place had fallen into the ocean.
Oh, it was a mess! And the tlide was already beginning t0 gesee
hed passed ints high peak for that day, fer that morning. Then
we came over here into the Acres. We tried to get across Silver
Lake, go south towards Dewey Beaéh and that, that, that bridge was
flooded, the whole lake and the ocean had Jjust all met in that whole
area there was just under water. A.... then I tried to come over
here in the Acres ...2... and then a, 8ll the lower part of the Acres
was under about twe or three feet of ocean water...z... it just broke
through those dunes there and Just washed them away. A4nd the whole
area, the canal and the ocean Jjust met! At that a, at that a, in
that area and we had friends that lived over on the Canal .¢e¢8eese
we had a friend that lived there on the Canal and another twe famllies
that we knew that lived on the Canal and they were excavated (Chuckles)
evacuated, I mean - they were evacuated a Tuesday night about a mid- |
night. Some blg a army truck came to get them out...a.. now, this
family had three children and then a one famlly had three chlldren
and the other woman was living by herself. 8She had to wade in water
up to her shoulders almost to get out of her house.

Uhhhhhhe.

Right there on the Canal bank was the old DuPont boat
house. Her car was ruined, of course. Getting to this truck, and
i1t took them an hour I think as I understand to take that little trip
from the north, the edge of north shores there down around along
Sil..s+ beach way to Henlopen Avenue and Rehobothe. A.... everything
was completely under water. I don't know how the driver ever knew
where he was going unless he was jJust pointing the light poles and
several times the ocean almost overturned the truckescsaess

The surf was stlll pounding in?

Oh yes, Lord! A...well, 1t was quite an experience
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I'1]1 tell yOUeseeBenos

It began when, on Monday?

The storm began Monday, jes.

And when did it really finally let up?

Oh, it let up about noon on Wednesday; I mean there
a, it stopped raining and a I don't recall it was raining at all
on Wednesday morning and it began slowly clearing a little,. but it
continued to blow pretty hard for, for part of Wednesday. But by,
by Wednesday evening, I think the storm was definitely over. I
I recall correctly, I'm sure it was now. I... of course in a
storm like that I'm always afraid of falling trees here where
I am.

Uh huh.

There's no danger of our getting flooded out by the
ocean.

No, you didn't have water back up this far?

Oh no, no, in fact 1t never got up in this ﬁart of
town at all. This is too high. We have too much area between ours
eeesa Surf Avenue and the beach.

Uh huh,

But @e..8... I had some very good pictures of it
too that I took.

It came up Rehoboth Avenue?

It brought driftwood.... |

Now, the driftwood was probably the boardwalk.

The driftwood, the driftwood was the boardwalk.

Sure.

And the other buildings that were destroyed.

It took the wholeeseees |

Now, Polly Har...Polly Harris's had a three-story
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apartment housee..a... it's never been rebuilt, there oen the board-
walk. What have they bullt there? A....... |

Well, there's stillxsome vacancies, some open spots
there on one bloek.

Yes, yes, well, there was a blg, big, a blg apartment
house there. And that Just crumbled, just - it was bullt on the
bIuff you see. It wasn't built on piling.

Uh huh.

Anything that was built on piling stoocd more or less,
but anything that was buillt Just on what was the original,.that high
land in Rehoboth which was Just - that was just washed right out
from under them and the things collapsed.

Uh huh.

And Polly Harris's apartment house just simply went
completely to pleces. I have plctures of it with a tollet standing
‘way up on the air on a top of rubbish, you know. (Laughs)

Sitting on top of the plpe.

(Laughing) Sitting on top of the house,

Oh boy!

Oh, there and a right here at the foot of Lake Avenue
there was & house right there north of the hotel there was a "for
sale" sign on a lot there and that house - there wasn't one trace
of the house except, I think, a couple pieces of ce, cement, not a
trace of that house was, was left. That whole rocad was washed outb.
in fact. I mean you couldn't drive around through there at all.

The whole corner was gone. And the other blg house, the, the, right
nerth of it was a very fine house...8...was all undermined and ------
was at any angle about like that, you know. And they had to drag
it out finally on the beach and burn it. It ...a... and nothing's

ever been a, there's nothing.....
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How long dild it take them to clean up after the

storm?
| Well, you know they did an astonishingly rapid job.

Uh huh.

I was as.... I was much impressed with the speed with
which things were cleaned up, of course, and with which the beach
was built back. Oh, from then on until early - late in the spring,
early in the summer trucks were going by here with dirt in them
every few minutes, rebullding the a.... rogd out there and the beach.
A.... and of course, a terrific amount ¢f sand was washed backed in-
land up in the a on the roads up in the Acres, that part that was
flooded and the Acres ...8... much of 1t was Just filled wlth .sand.

S50 they cleared that sand out and hauled it back -down
to the beach?

| Oh yes, they cleared that sand out and hauled it back,
some of 1t back to the beach, yes.

Uh huh.

(Coughs) eese the.e.a...well, they had a boardwalk
built before the summer, the refuse was all cleared up. Some of the
buildings were repaired. The hotel was, I think, readled back again.
I don't know how - it was a remarkably quick job and in some ways it
improved the appearance of the front of RehobotheeseBeseleses

Some of those 0ld buildings were pretty shabby.

Yes.

And they were the ones that got knocked down, not the
big hotels but some of those 0ld houses down there as I recall were
knid of ticky looking and tacky looking, the wooden ones. I can't,
I can't. think of anything in particular but they Just seemed to be
that waye.

No, I, a, the Atlantic Sands Motel suffered quite
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heevily, you knowe. It was, 1t was aecee.

That was a new building, wasn't 1t?

That was a new bullding and it was 5u11t sesBee With a
wing out, you know, towards the ocean.

Uh huh.

One wing like on a wing-like, that, that wing is no
longer there.

Uh huh.

Acoees and it was Just bullt right on the bluff and
it Just - that whole bluff was washed away and that whole wing Just
¢ollapsed,

Uh huh.

Aseotheveeneee 80 they never rebullt it in quite that
formesea... and of course ﬁétuart Kingston Galleries, you know, my
heavens, there wasn't a thing left there except the roof.

What happened to everything that was in there?

4ll gone, |

Out on the beach?

All gone but the 'sa.fe.

All those rugs? |

All those rugs, all the antlique furniture - everything,
everything in the place was completely wliped away except the safe,
which had the jJjewelry and stuff.

Did anybody pick that stuff up?

I don't know. You Jjust couldn't find it.

Uh huh,
(MRS. R.) Didn't I hear you talking about the storm?
(DAVE) Yes. |
(MR. R.) Oh, he's prabably seen all this.

(MRS. R.) Oh, you have those?
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(DAVE) Yeh, that's, that's documented, I know.
(MR. Re) Well, that's the way, that's the way 1t looked like.
That's what it looked like as you can see,

Yeh, there's Dolle's, really knocked down.

There's, there's the end of the motel, I mean of the
Atlantic Sands Motel. There'’s Dolle's, yes. Well, that's about the
way it was looking when I got down there somewhere around noon on,
on Wednesday.

Uh huh.

When I took my first plctures standing right sbout
there. This was already golng. And there was considerably more
damage done by the next high tide. Oh my! Of course, you under-
stand this was, this was all over the areé, you know about this?

Sure, I remember this. |

This, this wasS....2... now, I've got that picture,
that was about noon on Wednesday, Just about like thates.8...

Were there many people came intc town?

Oh yes, lots of people came in to see'it. Of course
you understand we were unders...

You were under martial law, weren't you?

We were under martial law for quite a wﬁile to prevent
looting.

Yeh, was there much looting?

I don't think so. |

Uh huhe.

I don't think so. The...a..no, you couldn't get far.
It was some time before you could get into that first bloek.

Unless you were a resident?

Unless you were a resident,‘yes, a and had deeveee

And then you had to have some kind of identification?
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You had to have pa- you had toc have a pass.

Uh huh.

There wasn't, there wasn't much looting ...a.. but you
could pick up all kinds of odd things on the beach.

For example?

Oh, dolls....

S8tuff that got washed out of the stores?

Toys, furniture.

Yeh.

Some of the smaller pleces of furniture that weren't
smashed up, you know.

De you remember goling up to Coiny or EKey Box Road or
Coin Beach and picking up anything up there?

I have picked up a very few tﬁings there but Acsecoee

What?

Oh..;a...chiefly....

Ever find any pennies?

Some ©0ld copper coins;

Always copper though?

Copper, yes, now a..;.. but I was never too much in-
terested in that sort of thing.

Uh huh. i

80 ..,a.. I didn't bother much with it. I have gone
down there to look and found cne or two pleces a after a storm.

Do people still find things up there, do you know?

I don't know. It's down south of us, you know. |

Uh huh.

Way down towards the inlet a..... I haven't been down
there for years. I'm not actually much of a collector.

Yeh.



(39)

Acesobh@oaceBoces

You know we were talking ahout howess.e.

My aunt, my aunt had a whole box of coins that had
been picked up here during the course of years. AaAnd somebody got
into the house after she was away and stole them all.

Uh huh.

But I don't think there was anything there of any great
value,

What do you think were the biggest changes in Rehoboth
that you've seen since you and your family has come down here, that
you remember? How is the town different than it was fifty years ago?

| Well.es.s Of course, it's -~ fifty years ago - that |
would be seveeses

That puts you at twenty-five, Jjust at your heyday, Just
when you're having a good time on the beach.

(Long hesitation) I should say that the chief changes
have been on Rehoboth Avenue and on the beach front, along the ocean
front.

Uh huh.

Ae.ss In the last twenty-five years, twenty, twenty-five
years, .s.s..2... the rest of Rehoboth is -~ of course you understand it
has grown, Jjust gradually been buillt up Jjust more and more., And more
and more houses bullt, but along the front there, there hagve been
the Atlantic Sands Motel and the, the condominium and the cee2eces
the a motels farther south and & consliderable expansion a, extension
of that...a... anusement arsea.

Uh huh. :
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Farther south down almost now to the start of the sea.

Uh huh.

It's clear down to the start of the sea. A... that ares
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has, has slowly grown.

And yet, it hasn't grown that fast.

It hasn't grown much in the last two, few years, no.

No.

No, it hasn't. 1It, it, the growth was some time ago.

Uh huh, right after World War Two,

I think 8o, yes, most of that ...a... then geeceeee

Has there been much change in the kind of people who
come here?

| To tell you the truth, I, I, (coughs) I hardly know

how to answer that question because we hardly know anybody now that
comes down here to the o0ld part of Rehoboth in the summer time.

Uh huh.

I used to know when I was a boy. I used to know.

Well, then I think there has beenee...

I used to know every regular Rehobothite, you know,
summer vigltor that came down here and owned cottages when I was a
boy, all around the o0ld part of Rehoboth ...a.. the famllies came
back year after year, not only the first generation but the second
generation.

Yeh.

You know and so forth and I knew them all and you'd
go down to the boardwalk, you'd, you'd meet almost every other person
you knew on an ordinary evening except on a weekend probably when
they'd brought some excursion trains in. Almost everybody you knew,
everybody you met, you knew. You know, 1t was a very friendly little
nelghborhood but &...N0W....I, I can't mention, I can't mention...f...
e person that I know that's, that is coming down here as a summer
vigitor in Rehoboth. A4....well, yes, in this neighborhood, yes, I

can right, right around.....
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Do these cottages around here still rent? Do they
rent these cottages? |

Oh yeé. yes indeed. This house across the stireet 1is
rented for July and these people over here on the corner are rented
for Augustescaess Definltely the season was, was just the length
of - mostly July and August and over Laber Day.

Started about the Fourth of July andescee.

Started about the first of July or so forth and ran
over Labor Day and that was Just about the exﬁent of the season, but:
now thils place fills up weekends even in the winter time.

Well, it's a very pleasant place in the fall,

You'd be surprised at the number of - oh, it's a de-
lightful place in the fall.

Yeh.

And people come down here and rent cottages in the fall
and a stay here in September and October and of course, so many of
the houses now have central heat in them, you see.

Uh huh.

S0 people used them all year round and these houses down
here now...a.. have the heat turned on all winter so that the people
come down weekends from Washington, a, come here in the Acres, around
the other places here in town where they have thelr homes a at
Christmas time, Thanksgiving time, Christmas time, weekends in the
winter. A, and in the - 1t starts early in the spring a... a very con-
siderable groups, large groups of people.

The businesses, many of the businesses stay open then
all winter long?

A;....

The stores and scce.

All the stores except the very - Just those peop, places
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that sell souvenirs.

Yeh.

And a.., stuff of that sort. All the maln stores stay
open. Now, the Hotel Henlopen closes but the motel stays open.

Uh huh.

A.... and you'd be surprised how many cars there'd be
at that motel in the winter time on a weekend.

Uh huh. |

Ase.. 80 you don't feel like you're in an out-of-the-
way place at all any longer 1n the winter.

But it used to be?

But it Qas, it uséd to be. BSee, I spent a winter here
back in 192.....4, '25.

Was there anybody here?

Lord knows no! |

You were all by'yourself?

No, no, and I was all by ﬁy - We were pretty much de-
gserted here. There was no house, family lived up on the corner.
There was 2 farm and a garage up there. A.... that was the nearest
neighbor that I can recall. We had - our electricity didn't come on
t111 the afternoon around four o'clock and went off ten o'clock at
night. (Laughs)

The town had a generating station?

Yes, 1t had one. You could hear it going pop, popr, DPOp.
And 1t would turn on sbout four o’clock in the afternoon and if you
were lucky, i1t would last until ten o'cloek at night. And I was
" trying to write my doctorate dimsertation, sitting right in that
corner &.... I had most of my material.

You had a very quiet place to work,

And I'd work on that. Then I'd take a gun probably
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and go out in the duckling season and try to find something to at
out here in the woods cause the Henlopen - that was just a farm over
there.

Were you by yourself?

My wife and I. |

Your wife and you were here?

My wife and I and a companion that lived here with us
eseBessthe,.ca friend of - that helped us.

Where d1d you buy your grecerles?

Oh there was a grocery store. |

There was a grocery store.open?

Yes, there was a grocery store.epen. Lingo's was open.

Uh huhe.

And ...a... we could get fairly good food and we'd go
to Lewes now from here was an A%P in Lewes, a little A&P store in
Lewes.

There was & hardware over to Lewes?

There was a hardware store in Leweé, yes. We did a lot
of our shopping in Lewes in those days, but no, there was also - I
can't remember whether at that time there was a Joseph's that started
this hardware store which is now Russell's or not. I don't, I don't
think so.

Was, was the highway open upstate? Was there, was
the DuPont Parkway bullt by then? Do you rememﬁer?

Yes. | |

There was paved road over to Lewes?

There was paved road all the way afound everywhere if
I remember correctly. No, no, we - Columbia Avenue wasn't paved.

I know my wife 4id some substituting over in the Lewes school that

winter, and I think once or twice she got stuck here and a (Chuckles)
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when the road thawed., But I think the road, I think there was 3
hard road te Lewes. I'm not sure about that.

But you could get over there anyway?

Oh yes, she drove over there every day for about a
month I think, substitute in the middle of winter. I was Beicoseos

Well, that's probably one of the most significant
change that has taken place here then, in that thls has developed
into an all year round community which it was not even......

Oh, very definitely not.

Even forty years ago.

No, not at all. Oh, no, and of course the Acres 1is
full of people who live there all year around, lawyers, you know,
who moved in Georgetown.

Yeh.

Doctors that live down here, retired people Qeeceses

Well, it's a very desirable place to live,

Oh, 1t's a charming place to 1live, I think ...a....

It probably - this way 1t probably has a larger winter
time population than Ocean City, Maryland.

Well, I wouldn't want to live there in the winter time.

Well, there's only about a thousand people there in
the winter time.

Oh, we have more than that. We have more than that.

(END OF TAPE)
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