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“Text”: A Noun



Defining “Text”



Sir Walter Wilson Greg

Bibliography —      
An Apologia 
“what the bibliographer is concerned with 
is pieces of paper or parchment covered 
with certain written or printed signs. With 
these signs he is concerned merely as 
arbitrary marks; their meaning is no 
business of his.” !
!
Published in Greg’s Collected Papers in 
1966; first published in The Library, !
4th series, 13 (1932)



Fredson Bowers

Textual & Literary 
Criticism 
“The relation of bibliographical 
and textual investigation to literary 
criticism is a thorny subject, not 
from the point of view of 
bibliography but from the point of 
view of literary criticism.” !
!
Published in 1966



Jerome J. McGann

Textual Criticism and 
Literary Interpretation

“This crisis […] affects both the 
textual critic and interpreter […] 
Its most serious current 
manifestation appears as a 
widespread dysfunction in 
general hermeneutics, where the 
split between textual and 
interpretive studies has permitted 
literary criticism to slip loose 
from its ground and to dissipate 
its analytic rigor in a variety of 
speculative and unselfcritical 
procedures.” !
!
Delivered in 1982



Heather Love

“Close but not Deep: 
Literary Ethics and the 
Descriptive Turn”

“Especially in fields like 
bibliography and material text 
studies, a disengagement from 
critical hermeneutics—and, more 
generally, from the kind of 
speculative and abstract thought 
so common during the heyday of 
literary theory—is pronounced.” !
!
New Literary History (2010)



The Pedant-Researcher & the Armchair Critic 



Beowulf & Beowulf



The Berg Collection, New York Public Library



Corrections to Woolf’s Draft MS “Haworth, November 1904” 
Image provided courtesy of the Berg Collection, NYPL



Rita Felski

The Limits of Critique

“The fate of literary works […] is 
tied to countless agents: 
publishers, reviewers, agents, 
bookstores, technologies of 
consumption (e-readers, 
Amazon.com), institutional 
frames (women’s and ethnic 
studies, for example), forms of 
adaptation and translation, the 
physical and material properties 
of books ranging from fonts to 
photographs, and so on.” !
!
Published in 2015



Critical Bibliography
!
Critical bibliography is an intellectual method that combines the 
empirical rigor of traditional bibliographical approaches with the 
analytical power of interpretive inquiry. !
!
!
!
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